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Chairman's Brood Box

Tony Lindsell
I’ll start this month’s Brood Box with an update on a couple 

of challenges that the Executive Council have been trying to 
resolve. They are rather administrative so I’ll keep them as 
succinct as possible.

The first relates to the Annual General Meeting and how it 
can be more meaningful in our calendar. We have agreed to 
bring it forward in our DBKA year so it becomes more relevant 
and to locate it around the County so no members are 
disadvantaged from always having to travel long distances. 
So this year Devon Beekeepers’ Day, which includes the 
AGM, will be on Saturday 15th December in Plymouth. I know 
that will raise some concerns about appropriate timing and location but, to be fair, 
there is no date and venue that will be perfect and unless we try we won’t know how 
successful it can be. Next year we hope to hold the event in North Devon. We will, of 
course, keep it under review.

Secondly, it recently came to our attention, thanks to our colleagues in 
Manchester, that the Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs had released 
a Consultation entitled Health and Harmony: the future of food, farming and the 
environment in a Green Brexit. Interestingly and also encouragingly, Section 11 of 
the document was devoted to protecting crop, tree, plant and bee health. Although 
the closing date was the 8th May, we did manage to respond on three critical areas 
for honey bees and beekeepers. The first related to ensuring that any importation 
of packages of bees or/and queens were subject to vigorous controls and not 
encouraged so as to prevent any associated disease or pests entering the country, 
reinforcing our proposals to the BBKA at the ADM. Secondly, maintain the EU Ban on 
the use of neonicotoids in certain circumstances, to increase funding and take steps 
to ensure compliance and to encourage farmers and beekeepers to work together. 
Thirdly, to implement the Devon proposal supported at the BBKA ADM several years 
ago, to reduce the VAT applied to beekeeping equipment to encourage more people 
to take up the craft. Some of our colleagues in other Associations in the South West 
were able to get to a workshop at the Eden Project. We also notified the BBKA so 
that they were able to attend and give a national prospective. I will keep you updated 
as to any progress or outcome but let’s hope there was a sufficient response from 
beekeepers to make an impact.

Last month I started to tell you about my trip to South Africa when I was lucky 
enough to meet up with six different types of beekeepers in different locations. The 
honey bee in South Africa is the Apis Mellifera Capensis as opposed to the Apis 
Mellifera Scutellata found more to the north of the South African border. It is very 
similar to our own honey bee but slightly smaller. As we do in the UK, they are kept 
to produce honey and many bee farmers are paid to move them to pollinate crops. 
However when I visited the Schotia Game Reserve I found an unexpected use for 
bee hives. The Schotia tree, also called the weeping boer-bean tree or tree fuchsia, 
is a favourite food of the elephant and a tree they love to rub up against to scratch 
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themselves, so much so that they 
can destroy all the trees in their 
area. However elephants have an 
instinctive avoidance of bees - it is 
said by locals that they crawl up the 
elephant’s sensitive trunk and sting 
them internally. So to protect the 
trees, the daughter of the Reserve 
owner, a beekeeper herself, places 
a couple of hives around damaged 
trees which allows the trees 
sufficient time to recover. Of course, 
the additional by-product is lovely 
golden honey.

And finally some very good news: the Stewards at the Devon County Show have 
been awarded the Queen’s Medal for Voluntary Service. I’m very pleased to say that 
includes three of our stewards who represent the DBKA as County Show Stewards. 
Congratulations to Ruth and Barry Neal and Steven Ide.

Enjoy your beekeeping during the summer months.  I’m hoping to visit a few more 
of our Branch apiaries. 

Happy Beekeeping.

Jack Mummery
Jack Mummery has been keeping bees for 

about 30 years. For many of the later years he 
has competed at honey shows and picked up 
numerous prizes, particularly for his meads. 
Many will know Jack as the manager of the 
honey sales stall at the Devon County Show 
Bees and Honey feature.

Jack has already passed all seven of the 
BBKA modules and so has been awarded the 
Advanced Theory Certificate. Two years ago he 
passed the General Husbandry assessment. 
But for the last seven years he has been 
preparing for the BBKA Honey Judge's 
Certificate. This has involved stewarding 
for national judges at the Welsh, the Royal 

Cornwall, the Mid-Somerset, the Devon, the National and many other important 
honey shows.

Last year, Jack took the final assessment at the National Honey Show in London 
and was awarded the esteemed title of National Honey Judge.

The photo shows Jack being presented with his BBKA certificate by Mave Dowling, 
Chair of North Devon Branch.
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The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service
Each year, the various sections of the Devon County 

Show are organised and stewarded by a very large 
group of volunteers - some 425 in all.  Last year the 
Devon County Show volunteer stewards who support the 
promotion and education of food, farming and rural skills 
were rewarded by the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Award for 
Voluntary Service by Groups in the Community 2017.

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service is the highest 
award given to volunteer groups across the UK.  The 
majority of the group must be volunteers, and more than 
half the volunteers must have the right to live in the UK.  To be nominated they 
should do work that: provides a service and meets a need for people living in the 
local community; is supported, recognised and respected by the local community 

and the people who benefit from it; and 
is run locally.  Volunteer groups should 
have been running for 3 years or more 
to be nominated.  Local assessment 
panels look at all the nominations 
and decide which ones to send to the 
National Award Committee, which makes 
recommendations to the Department for 
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, which 
sends a final list to the Queen for her 
approval.

The award consists of a Citation 
signed by Her Majesty the Queen, a 
domed glass crystal, and pin badges 
for all the volunteers.  Along with the 
other stewards, Ruth Neal, Barry Neal 
and Stephen Ide have received their 
badges from the Devon Couny Show 
Secretary, Ollie Allen, and will receive 
crystal replicas in due course.  They are 
honoured to be part of this prestigious 
award, and our congratulations go to 
them.

Letter to the Editor
Thank you again for the Jeremy Barnes article. I always appreciate his clear 

thinking and determination to say things as they are. For me, his articles are often the 
best bit of Beekeeping. 

Pamela Tilney Ellis
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My Morning at County Show

Lilah Killock
The first time I was a steward at the County 

Show I was a new beekeeper in my first season.  
I learnt more about honey and wax in a few 
hours helping on the Honey Sales stall than I 
ever did from reading a book!  It had been some 
time since I last volunteered to help and I always 
enjoy myself when I do go, so I thought it was 
about time I did my bit again.

I left home bright and early in order to get a 
parking space near the show gate, but somehow 
that didn't work out.  It seems each year, they 
change the lane arrangement or something, 
and this time I got funnelled off into a space two 
fields away from the entrance.  Never mind, it 
was a glorious sunny morning promising good 
weather all day.

In spite of the early hour there were several others checking through the gate.  I 
showed my complimentary ticket and had my hand stamped.  I spent some time 
trying to work out what the words on the stamp said, and eventually gave up.  Seems 
like I would not be able to get a similar one made up to use in subsequent years.  
Perhaps that's the point.

The Bees & Honey Marquee was eerily quiet.  Everything was very tidy, and plastic 
sheets covered the Taste of Honey and Honey Sales stalls.  A good opportunity, 

I thought, to take some photographs.  The 
Marquee was full of invitingly attractive and 
interesting exhibits and stands and there 
were people looking around even though it 
was just a few minutes after 8 am.  It seems 
the showground opens at 6 am!   So, I wasn't 
such an early bird after all.

I reported in for duty at The Hornets Nest 
(the tent behind the Marquee reserved for staff 
and admin purposes) and collected my white 
apron and steward's badge.  This time around 
I had been assigned to the Candle Rolling 
Stall.  This stall is run by Wendy Ashley, who 
prepares all the materials and candle-rolling 
kits, and supervises the stand each day.  She 
does a great job.  The children (and some 
older folk) choose their coloured wax and, with 
the minimum of instruction, make their own 
candle to take home.  Several parents told me Wendy Ashley and the candle rolling stall

Everything quiet first thing in the morning
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that the result is too precious to burn and they already had 
quite a collection from previous years.

A couple of Girl Guides in uniform turned up.  They'd 
been assigned to help too, and were most welcome.   
Wendy had two other volunteer stewards besides me.   
One of the best things about helping out at the Show is 
the chance it gives to "network" with other beekeepers.  
Beekeepers are, by virtue of the self-selecting nature of 
their hobby, nice people and it is great to meet and chat 
with people from other parts of Devon who share one's 
interest.   It was also a chance for me to catch up with 
some old friends. "Old" in the sense of having known 
them for a long time, of course!

I enjoyed my morning helping out and take my hat off 
to all the lovely people running the Marquee.  They were 
very efficient and everything ran like clockwork.  Well 
done, everyone.

Lunchtime came quickly and then I was off to the Food & Drink Tent for a well-
deserved bacon roll and coffee.  The afternoon was mine to spend as I wished.  I 
could join the throngs milling around the showground, or find somewhere quiet for a 
sit down and snooze.  I chose the latter, only to be roused by the inevitable swarm 
call.  But that's another story.

A full report on the Show and results will be in the next issue (August).

A wonderful display made by 
children from Woodbury 
C of E Primary School
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A prominent display about the Asian hornet

Okehampton Branch's eyecatching display



106

Trapping Wasps and Hornets
Richard Simpson

To trap or not to trap? That is the question.  Answering it, however, is not the 
purpose of this article.  Here we look at trapping efficiently, each beekeeper having 
decided the husbandry or ecological question in the light of their own needs or 
beliefs.

What does efficiently mean, in this context?  It means appropriately and effectively.  
Trap your target with maximum predator impact and minimal ecological damage.

Principally, our target is the common social wasps, especially Vespula vulgaris 
and Vespula germanica and, in the event of their widespread appearance, the Asian 
hornet, Vespa velutina.  Inevitably, some beneficial insects or minor pests such as the 
European hornet will be trapped too, but this can be minimised.
Timing

Appropriate timing keeps down unnecessary kills.  Our focus is on foundress 
Asian hornet queens, primarily end Feb/March, and wasp or Asian hornet predation, 
August-October.  Traps out in April-July, kill beneficials and contribute very little to the 
objective.  
Location

Wasps and hornets locate a hive largely by scenting. The direction of the prevailing 
wind is therefore important in deciding where to place your traps.  Hives in a row with 
the airflow passing down the line will have a narrow plume which can be defended by 
one or two traps downwind, ie in the line of the wasp/hornet approach.  A line of hives 
being traversed by the wind has a wider plume and needs defences along an arc.
At the hive

The ApiShield floor may prove to be a useful tool placed 
underneath weaker colonies.  As predators generally 
pick on the weakest this will be the one needing the most 
comprehensive protection.  It will also draw predators 
away from the others.  The manufacturers (Vita Europe) 
state that a ratio of one ApiShield floor to five colonies at 
the same site will suffice.  

Foraging social wasps and possibly hornets appear 
to be able to communicate to their colony or at least 
recruit other foragers, thereby enabling a mass attack.1    
Although the mechanism is not entirely clear and may vary between species, 
factors implicated are food scent, co-navigation (piloting by experienced foragers), 
pheromone trailing and source marking.  Several of these mechanisms may be 
intra-species, facilitating inter-nest communication.  Dancing does not seem to be 
involved.

If a mass feeding attack is caught early it can be interrupted and even used to 
advantage.  The target hive can be temporarily sealed and a trap placed at the hive 
entrance.  Arriving wasps find and enter the trap instead of the hive.  Providing wasps 
cannot escape from the trap, the resulting capture will break the frenzied cycle.  
An hour should suffice.  However, if the attack force is too numerous or predator 

Apishield Floor
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attention too prolonged, it may be necessary to relocate the hive (under 3 feet or 
over 3 miles), leaving the trap exactly in its place with the trap entrance aligned with 
the former position of the hive entrance.  Once the wasps' feeding frenzy has been 
broken, traps can be moved to more convenient positions, or removed altogether.2

Bait
Like bees, wasps exhibit food fidelity.  Once they have adopted a good food source 

they will work it to exhaustion, often neglecting alternatives.   Therefore if they are 
already addressing ripe plums, a plum base will be immediately attractive; if apples, a 
cider base, and so on.  Whether you use a proteinaceous or sugar-based formulation 
will depend on time and target.  Bait is a topic in itself.

Unlike flies, wasps and hornets are not attracted by the decaying corpses of their 
kind.  Trap hygiene and bait changes are therefore important.   
Trap design

There are too many to investigate here.  Suffice it to say it is most important that 
trapped foragers do not escape, as they can out of some common designs such as 
the bell shape.  Such foragers can recruit others to the trap.  Counter-intuitively, the 
measure of a good trap is not the kill, but the reduction in nuisance.  A trap that is full 
of insects indicates its success at attracting wasps, hornets etc, not its success at 
defending honey bees.  Unless you are on a crusade against a species, such as the 
Asian hornet, a predator predating elsewhere is not your problem, and may even be 
offering a benefit in terms of pest insect control.  
Population reduction

Squashing wasps in, on, or near, the hive can be counterproductive.  Satisfying 
as it may be when a colony is under attack, your help may be no help at all.  Yes, 
you will eliminate the individual forager, but the pheromone released, like the honey 
bee alarm pheromone, is a strong attractant.  Traces of squashed wasp should 
therefore be removed promptly, preferably by washing.  Depending on season, nest 
site and food availability, there can be hundreds of wasp nests per square mile with 
an aggregate population of greater than 1,000,000.  From that number a handful of 
wasps more or less will make no material difference, but a lot of wasps drawn into 
the apiary from the surroundings, will.  The effective range of alarm pheromone is 
probably not that great, but it doesn’t need to be.  
Handling and safety

Change bait or empty the trap safely and efficiently.  Do not take this lightly.  
Wasp (and bee) stings increase the risk of blood clots on coronary stents.  Kounis 
III Syndrome is an allergic type reaction that can be brought on where patients are 
exposed to allergens and where the body responds by forming blood clots, which can 
block coronary stents.  The effect can be delayed and is therefore under-appreciated, 
but should not be ignored.

The freezer will ensure safety but not popularity, and may damage the trap.  Even 
when the trap’s contents are deceased, rubber or latex gloves are still recommended.  
The author can attest to the extreme pungency of trap detritus.  Running up your 
sleeve it seems to acquire ever greater repellency. 
Area defence 

(OK, not a trap) The Waspinator is probably the most well known.  Similar to 
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a Chinese lantern, they claim to play on the insects’ territoriality.  Waspinator-
sponsored research compared two test sites with a control.3  At the two test sites 
four devices were placed 15 feet from a lure at the cardinal points of the compass, 
while the control was left “unprotected”.  All three sites were showing wasp activity 
at the time of the Waspinator placement.  Three days afterwards the two “protected” 
sites showed no wasp activity while the control was still being visited.  The 
Waspinators were then removed and within two days wasps had returned.  Finally, 
the Waspinators were replaced at the two test sites and, within a day, wasps again 
disappeared.   For a placement rate of four devices per food source (such as a hive) 
and a distraction range of just 15 feet, the Editor of BKQ was left sceptical about it 
being an apiary solution, or any solution, but if you have just a couple of colonies in 
your garden, you pays your money ... (£16.95 for two including p&p).
1 Nest-based information transfer and foraging activation in the common wasp 
(Vespula vulgaris) https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00040-015-0395-5
Social Learning in Vespula Germanica Wasps: Do They Use Collective Foraging 
Strategies?  http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371%2Fjournal.
pone.0152080
2 Procedure and background information provided by the manufacturers of the 
WaspBane trap www.waspbane.com 
3 Reported in Beekeepers Quarterly, Dec 2013, p35
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This second article explains the methodology used to check on the race of bees 
present in a hive, by means of measuring the over hairs and the Tomentum width, 
(these are fine matted hairs) which together with the wing measurements help 
identify your strain of bees.  Other methods are available.

The abdomen of 30 bees from each hive was separated from the rest of the body 
and examined under the dissecting microscope.  You could also use a x5 optical 
eyeglass.  (At the end of the exercise, save the 30 abdomens and mash them up to 
check for Nosema.) 

Morphometry or Morphology?  Part 2
Graham Kingham

The abdominal tergites are numbered 
from 1 to 6

4th Tergite, 2 different bees 
Top picture has a narrow 
band, the bottom has a 
broad band.
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The tomenta are considered as narrow (less than 50% of tergite), medium at about 

50% and broad if more than 50%.  
The 4th tergite is the segment used to judge the Tomentum width.  

These would be considered 
narrow tomenta.  

These would be considered 
medium tomenta. 

These would be considered 
broad tomenta.  

The over hair length is judged on the fifth tergite and is compared with respect to a 
0.40 mm wide wire.   

Short over hair, comprises of anything up to 0.35 mm. Medium over hair falls in the 
range of 0.35 mm - 0.40 mm. Long over hair is anything longer than 0.40 mm.
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Apis mellifera mellifera has narrow tomenta and long over hair.  This compares with 
Italian strains that have broad bands of very short hair. 
Dave Cushman’s data chart

This bee has a 
0.3mm needle 
placed nearby for 
direct comparison, 
resulting in long over 
hairs.

Therefore, to compare the two colonies using Dave Cushman’s chart, we have the 
following results.
Nuc colony: tomenta over hair length average were 0.3 and a broad covering of hair.
Swarm colony: tomenta over hair length average were 0.4 and a narrow covering of 
hair.

The conclusion using both sets of data is as follows.  The Nuc hive is a mix but 
shows a stronger tendency to be more Apis mellifera ligustica, with a few mixes.

The Swarm hive shows strong evidence for being more of an Apis mellifera 
mellifera mix.

Further details are available on Dave Cushman’s web site www.dave-cushman.net 
and at Norfolk Bee’s videos on Youtube.

Character Apis mellifera mellifera        Apis mellifera ligustica Apis mellifera carnica
5th Tergite over 
hairs (mm) 0.4 - 0.6 0.2 - 0.3 0.25 - 0.35

Tomentum width 
(4th tergite)

narrow, less than 
half of tergite

broad, more than 
half of tergite broad, much hair

BIBBA Conference    September 6th-9th 2018
at the Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester, Gloucestershire. 

All beekeepers are welcome.
For programme see https://bibba.com/event/bibba-conference-2018/
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The late Brian Gant prepared these notes for me and my colleagues when we were 
taking our Basic Assessments in 2011.  I am grateful to Chris Utting who has now 
revised the notes before I share them with all of you who are getting ready for the 
Assessment this summer.

There are four parts to the Assessment: 
1.  Manipulation and Equipment – Practical 
2.  Natural History and Beekeeping – Oral questions 
3.  Swarming, Swarm Control and Effects – Oral questions
4.  Diseases and pests – Oral questions
You need to gain at least 50% in each part. A credit will be awarded if the total mark 

is 75% or greater. In 2017, 578 candidates were assessed and 552 obtained a Pass 
or Credit – a 97% success rate.  

The assessor is likely to start by checking your name and address and asking how 
long you have kept bees, etc.  The aim will be to put you at your ease, and in fact 
people generally do find the experience enjoyable and interesting.  It should usually 
take about an hour.

Your personal equipment, veil, boots etc, should be in good order and clean. You 
will be asked to light your smoker so bring all you need with spare fuel. Do keep the 
smoker going and use it from time to time, gently across the tops of the frames to 
keep the bees down, and a little at the entrance for the guard bees.

You will be asked to open a hive as for a normal inspection.  If possible stand 
so that the light is behind you; this will make it easier to see eggs later. Part of 
the exercise is to show that you know the names of the parts so say what you are 
doing. “I will start by lifting the super and crown board ... ."  Do put the supers on the 
upturned roof and go straight to the brood chamber; look at the supers later. In lifting 
the supers, you may like to use a wedge to open a gap; do end up with the crown 
board covering the supers because of the danger of robbing.

Check the underside of the queen excluder in case the queen is there. Take out 
the dummy board, shaking bees into the box, and work through the brood frames. 
Use the hive tool with care and avoid crushing bees as much as possible but do 
not be too slow - you are not a beginner now!  Avoid waving your hands about over 
the top-bars. As you go through, point out the features: stored honey, pollen, fresh 
nectar, sealed brood, larvae and eggs. You will be expected to be able to find eggs, 
also drones and maybe the queen. In short, show that you can identify what you see. 
Check any queen cells or queen cups. You may be asked to shake bees off as you 
would do when looking for disease; shake them into the brood box - you don’t need 
to get them all off. Comment on any chalk brood you see, or bees with DWV. 

Reassemble the hive using some smoke to reduce the crushing of bees.

The BBKA Basic Assessment
Lilah Killock
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At some stage you will be asked to show how you would collect a sample (at least 

30 bees) in a large matchbox for an adult bee disease check. For this you want older 
bees so they are best collected by blocking the entrance for a few minutes and then 
collecting returning foragers.

The second section, labelled Natural History and Beekeeping, covers a wide 
range of topics, some of which may well come up while you are opening a hive. At 
some stage you will be asked to show that you can assemble a frame and fit it with 
foundation, so bring along the parts and tools needed. When assembled your frame 
should be square and not twisted, with 4 gimp pins in the top bar and another 4 
holding the bottom bars in place. 

Almost anything might be asked, so read a good book. Important topics are the 
bee space and why it is important and the egg, larva, pupa life cycle; it is useful to 
remember the 3:6:12 numbers for worker bees and 3:5:8 (3+5=8) for the queen.

You should know about mixing and feeding syrup, and the dangers of robbing. The 
problems of laying workers and drone laying queens and distinguishing the two are 
also possible.

The syllabus here could be interpreted as everything about beekeeping and bees.  
(Make sure that you are familiar with the syllabus. This is available free of charge 
on the BBKA website.)  Much of it you will have come across in your beekeeping 
experience and reading. You are not expected to know a great deal about each topic. 
This is a Basic assessment. If you don’t know the answer then the question may be  
re-phrased to help you, or you can just admit that you cannot remember. After all you 
need to score only 50% on each section.

The third section is on swarming. So be prepared to answer basic questions on 
what is swarming, how it can be controlled and how you would collect and hive a 
swarm. Can you describe queenlessness and how to test for this problem and then 
how to introduce a new queen? 

The final section is on diseases and pests. For most people this is the most difficult 
section since generally our bees do not suffer from the serious, notifiable, diseases, 
and maybe we do not always observe the minor ones.

Your principal need is to be able to identify and describe healthy brood and to know 
what to do when you see brood which is not healthy. 

Eggs should be one per cell in regular groups, often close to young larvae; multiple 
eggs suggests laying workers or possibly a new queen. An irregular pattern of egg 
laying suggests a laying worker or a faulty queen, or faulty eggs (diploid drones 
perhaps) removed by the workers, or possibly disease scales in the cells. Can you 
distinguish a drone-laying queen from laying workers?

Larvae should be white/cream preferably with brood food in the cell, curled up in 
the usual C-shape. 

Sealed brood should be smooth-surfaced, maybe slightly domed, dry, regular with 
few holes. Problems are indicated by pepper-pot brood patterns, or greasy, sunken 
cappings, sometimes with holes nibbled in the cappings. But do not confuse this with 
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Booking Basic Assessments
Tim Allen, Exams Officer

It’s getting towards the time of year for Basic Assessments. If Branches are 
confident that they will have some members wishing to take the assessment, 
then Education Officers/Apiary Managers can, if they wish, pre-book a date now 
for assessments to take place by contacting me. I will then arrange an assessor 
well in advance and candidates will know when their assessment will take place. 
Otherwise, please let me have entry forms as soon as possible so that assessors 
have as much notice as possible.

Entries should be sent to:
Tim Allen, Exams Officer, Sunnyvale, Langleigh Road, Ilfracombe, EX34 8EA or 

the completed forms can be scanned and e-mailed to exams.dbka@gmail.com

healthy larvae for which the bees have not yet finished making the capping.
The Notifiable Diseases are European Foul Brood, American Foul Brood, the Small 

Hive Beetle and the Tropilaelaps mite.
Remember EFB kills larvae Early. The bacteria breed in the larval gut and compete 

for its food. Unless exceptionally well-fed the larva becomes hungry and takes on a 
twisted, unnatural position in the cell. The dead larva dries to a scale which is easily 
removed by the bees.

AFB kills larvae After sealing. The cell capping shrinks and may be opened by the 
bees. At the right stage the dead larva has a toffee-like consistency - the matchstick 
test is reliable. The larva dries to a scale which is firmly fixed to the cell base and 
cannot be removed. To see the scales you need to hold the comb so that light shines 
onto the front of the bottom edge of the cell while you look down on the area to see 
the light reflected by the front edge of the scale.

Chalk brood you will be familiar with. Sac brood is less common and often 
overlooked; it kills larvae after sealing but the workers usually destroy the evidence 
except in bad cases. Bald brood is also unusual.

Varroa and treatment methods will be familiar to you.
Of the adult bee diseases remember that, contrary to the usual opinion, there are 

no external signs of acarine or nosema. You should be aware that these flourish in 
the trachea and gut respectively and are thought to have the effect of shortening 
the bee adult life. Both are common and usually insignificant and are detected by 
microscopic examination of a sample of adult bees.

Agricultural spray damage is now unusual as the spray contractors are mostly 
careful. You should know about taking 3 samples of about 200 bees if such damage 
is suspected. The local Bee Inspector will contact the Wildlife Incident Investigation 
Scheme. It helps if you take photos of the dying bees at the time.

On a larger scale you should also know about the prevention of damage by wax 
moth and by mice.
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The Simple Life
Jeremy Barnes

Although she denied it, my mother lived a fascinating life.  In 1940, at the age of 
16, she experienced the London Blitz and nine years later, with her husband and two 
young children, moved to a remote corner of southern Africa.  Initially she hated it, 
not least the loneliness, but came to love it and ultimately became private secretary 
to the Prime Minister, accompanying him to international conferences in Geneva 
and London.  Despite my pleas she never wrote anything down.  I have so many 
questions to ask and now it is too late.

Recently I was communing with my good friend and fellow beekeeper, David 
Papke, at our regular haunt (I would like to say ‘alehouse’ à la Benjamin Franklin, 
but it is nothing so romantic) about the heritage we leave our children.  We each 
resolved to record some personal memories in the event they might one day be of 
some interest to future generations at a time when we are no longer here to answer 
questions directly.  I decided not to follow a timeline so much as to record memories 
as they occurred; one memory led to another and before long I had covered twenty 
pages.  At our next coffee conversation David and I wondered why some memories 
remain over intervening decades while others are lost, and I realised that for me 
those recollections are tied to feelings.  It may be that the combination of event and 
feelings stores those incidents more effectively in the memory bank, or perhaps an 
emotion today triggers a memory of an event that originally had similar sentiments 
attached, but speaking personally there are three general areas of feelings that are 

From
£128.00
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involved - painful  feelings, like shame, embarrassment and guilt; romantic feelings 
tied to those one has loved; and feelings of serenity.   

The memories evoked by painful feelings significantly outnumber the other 
two categories combined, and I wonder if my commitment to beekeeping is a 
subconscious effort to balance the pain by committing to something that involves love 
and serenity as well as symbolising a perennial life style that was more simple, more 
genuine, perhaps even more authentic.

From Socrates to Thoreau, from the Buddha to Wendell Berry, a simple life has 
been equated with a good life. Magazines encourage us to feng shui our homes and 
our lives; we receive unsolicited articles in our inboxes offering simple solutions to 
what are assumed to be our problems; guests on talk show programmes promote 
the Slow Food Movement which, beginning in Italy, advocates for a return to pre-
industrial basics and has adherents across continents; and the shelves of bookshops 
are filled with commentaries on issues such as Buddhist mindfulness and recipes for 
rediscovering joy and happiness. 

In his book The Wisdom of Frugality Emrys Westacott argues that through much of 
civilisation, frugal simplicity was not a choice but a necessity, and precisely because 
it was necessary it was deemed a moral virtue. In the last two hundred years, 
which is two per cent of our civilised existence, the advent of industrial capitalism 
and a consumer society has instilled the idea of relentless growth and, with it, a 
population that is encouraged to buy stuff that previously was judged to be surplus to 
requirements or confined to the trappings of a privileged few.  And even for the elite, 
wealth was flimsy protection against misfortunes such as war, famine and disease.  
As for the vast majority – slaves, serfs, peasants and labourers – there was virtually 
no prospect of accumulating even modest wealth.  Just making it through a long life 
without excessive suffering counted as doing pretty well.

Since the advent of machine-based agriculture, representative democracy, civil 
rights, antibiotics and cyber-space, people expect (and can usually have) a good 
deal more. Living simply now strikes many people as simply boring.  The result is a 
disconnect between our inherited traditional values and the consumerist imperatives 
preached by contemporary culture.

There does appear to be a growing interest in rediscovering the benefits of simple 
living, especially among millennials.  Some of this might reflect a nostalgia for the 
pre-consumerist world, a relief from the stresses of a constant cyber society, or a 
sympathy for the moral argument that living in a simple manner with traits such as 
frugality, resilience, peace of mind and independence, makes one both a better and  
a happier person.  It might also reflect a feeling of separation from the natural world 
and a yearning to live closer to mother earth. 

And at the same time there are millions who continue to live on the fast track, 
working long hours, racking up debt and striving to ascend the bureaucratic ladder.  
Hypocritically, we applaud the frugality and moral integrity of say Mother Teresa, 
the Dalai Lama and Pope Francis, while, at the same time, working extra hours 
so we can afford a bigger house, a newer car and pay down our debts. Similarly 
we condemn extravagance that is wasteful and yet witness the tour coaches lining 
up every day outside the gates of the Forbidden City in Beijing and the palace at 
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Versailles, or the 5,000 passengers disembarking from a cruise ship at a port in 
the Caribbean. The truth is that much of what we call culture is fuelled by forms of 
extravagance.

The arguments for living simply were most persuasive when most people had little 
choice; they are less persuasive when a frugal life style is a choice.

That might be about to change. Economically, in times of recession we find 
ourselves in circumstances where frugality once again becomes a necessity and 
the value of its associated virtues is rediscovered. Currently in the United States the 
distance between the have lots and the have nots is greater than at any previous 
time, provoking an increased critique of extravagance and waste. With so many 
people living below the poverty line there is something unseemly about indelicate 
displays of opulence and luxury. And according to Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, one 
can live perfectly well, provided certain basic needs are satisfied which, at least in 
one estimate, requires an annual family income of $70,000.  Anything in excess 
of that, some argue, is best used to ensure that everyone has the basics - food, 
housing, healthcare, education, utilities and public transport - rather than funnelling 
into the pockets of a few, where noblesse oblige is pitted against self-interest.  

Prior to 1800, one is unlikely to have heard an argument for the simple life in terms 
of environmentalism. Two centuries of industrialisation, population growth, pollution,  
deforestation, climate change and the extinction of plant and animal species, suggest 
that the values and lifestyle of conscious simplicity might be our best hope for 
reversing these trends and preserving our planet’s fragile ecosystems.

The scuttlebutt in Pennsylvania is that the honey bees have had a very difficult 
winter, with significant numbers of dead-outs which were the result of neither cold 
nor starvation so much as something else as yet unknown. My sense is that it 
reflects a change in the environment, probably chemically induced, and the spartan 
wintering habits of the bees, honed over millions of years, were not enough to 
enable them to survive. As the environment changes they are victims of a situation 
not of their causing.  Unlike the bees, we do have a choice, and if we opt not to be 
more ecologically wise, frugality might be forced upon us. An honoured tradition that 
bespoke a  moral virtue would become a respected life choice out of the necessity of 
survival. 

 The Peace of Wild Things
 When despair for the world grows in me
  and I wake in the night at the least sound
  in fear of what my life and my children's lives may be,
  I go and lie down where the wood drake
 rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds.
  I come into the peace of wild things
  who do not tax their lives with forethought
  of grief. I come into the presence of still water.
  And I feel above me the day-blind stars
  waiting with their light. For a time
  I rest in the grace of the world, and am free.

     Wendell Berry
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6-Frame Nuclei
Over wintered Nuclei in strong non-
returnable corrugated travelling nuc 

boxes
BS National brood frames

Easy to handle dark British bees
2017 Queen marked yellow

Available for collection now - £160.00

Contact :-  Michael Symons
Marston Lodge

Taddyforde Estate, 
New North Road
Exeter, EX4 4AT

Telephone 01392 412249
Mobile 07795466130

Telephone Evenings please
email mesymons@yahoo.co.uk 

Surplus Beekeeping Equipment

Queen Rearing equipment - Jenter kits and cell bars, etc
Apideas - with extra frames to make full five frames per box
Nucleus Boxes, plus some extension boxes

New commercial supers - mostly flat packed, with frames and wax. Some 
assembled (cedar)
New Commercial brood boxes, some flat packed, some assembled (cedar)
Round Section Racks complete with frames, some with rings and wax (cedar)
Square Section Racks (cedar)
Hanging Section Racks 
Hive stands galvanised - some 3-hive and some 2-hive size
Ashforth Feeders  - 2-gallon size
Frame feeders and round plastic half gallon feeders
Polish Tins 
30 lb plastic buckets with lids plus miscellaneous other items

All the above are new or as new and stored inside.
Telephone Rose 01566 775884 (Launceston)

COMPLETE COLONIES  

Including
 BS National brood box, floor, roof and 

crown board. 
Thriving colonies with young queens

bred from gentle stock. 
£250.00 per colony

Spare boxes, supers and queen 
excluders, also available.

also

6-FRAME NUCLEI 
 on National foundation 

bred from gentle stock, £165. 

 Contact Adam Vevers 01364 653325  
or email adamvevers@gmail.com

For Sale
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Diary Dates

JUNE
Sat 2 2.30pm East Devon Simple Queen Rearing Colin Sherwood & David 

Shale (Hunthay Apiary)
Sat 2 2.00pm Exeter Open Day (Exeter Apiary)
Sat 2 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary meeting (Clay Lane)
Sat 2 10.00am-

5.00pm
North Devon Bees and Flowers (St John’s Garden Centre, 

Barnstaple)
Sat 2 2.00pm Tiverton Visit to Keith’s Apiary
Sat 2 2.00pm Torbay Branch apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)
Sun 3 11.00am 

- 4.00pm
North Devon Bees and Flowers (St John’s Garden Centre)

Sun 3 10.00am Plymouth Improvers Meeting  David Milford (Branch 
Apiary)

Sun 3 10.00am Tiverton Apiary Inspection (Knightshayes Apiary)
Sat 9 2.00pm Exeter June Gap: Is feeding needed? Care of nucleus  

(Exeter Apiary)
Sat 9 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary meeting (Clay Lane)
Sat 9 2.00pm Torbay Branch apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)
Sat 9 2.00pm Totnes & 

Kingsbridge
Richard Ball DARG Pollen Project followed 
by cake competition (St Luke's Church, 
Buckfastleigh)

Sun 10 2.00pm Holsworthy Walk with Botanist Hilary Marshall to identify 
wildflowers and also Hive Inspections and BBQ 
(Dunsland Apiary)

Sun 10 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (7)  Martin Hann (Branch 
Apiary)

East Devon eastdevonbk.co.uk 01404 841629
Exeter exeterbeekeepers.org.uk 01392 832956
Holsworthy holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk 01237 440165
Newton Abbot nabk.org.uk 07935 041168
North Devon northdevonbee.co.uk 07791 679283
Okehampton okehamptonbee.co.uk 01363 82361
Plymouth plymouthbeekeepers.btik.com 01752 338279
Tavistock tavistock-beekeepers.org.uk 07824 627766
Tiverton tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk 01363 860252

Torbay tbbk.co.uk 01803 844804
Totnes & Kingsbridge totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com 01752 894094

Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the 
Branch Secretary first. Contact details are: 
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Sun 10 10.00am Tiverton Apiary Inspection (Knightshayes Apiary)
Sun 10 12 noon DARG Drone Congregation Areas (East Devon Apiary)
Sat 16 2.30pm East Devon Making up Nucs John Badley & David Shale 

(Hunthay Apiary)
Sat 16 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary meeting (Clay Lane)
Sat 16 11.00am-

3.00pm
North Devon BBQ and plant, equipment and book sale 

(Horestone Apiary)
Sat 16 2.00pm Torbay Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)
Sun 17 All day Okehampton Bee Safari led by Martin Hann visiting apiaries 

around South Zeal
Sun 17 10.00am Plymouth General Meeting  Jean French (Branch Apiary)
Sun 17 10.00am Tiverton Apiary Inspection (Knightshayes Apiary)
Sun 17 2.00pm Totnes & 

Kingsbridge
Honey Extraction (Branch Apiary)

Wed 20 6.30pm Tiverton Al Fresco Meeting (Knightshayes Apiary)
Sat 23 2.00pm Exeter Diary of Queen Rearing (Exeter Apiary)

Sat 23 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary meeting (Clay Lane)

Sat 23 2.00pm Torbay Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)

Sun 24 2.00pm North Devon Taster Day (Horestone Apiary)

Sun 24 2.30pm Holsworthy Apiary Inspection (Dunsland Apiary)

Sun 24 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (8)  Valerie & Terry McAuliffe 
(Branch Apiary)

Sun 24 10.00am Tiverton Apiary Inspection (Knightshayes)
Sat 30 2.00pm - 

4.00pm
Torbay Mid-summer BBQ (Cockington Apiary) Bring a 

plate of food or a drink to share
Sat 30 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary meeting (Clay Lane)
Sat 30 2.30pm East Devon Assessing, Cleaning/Restoring used equipment 

David Pratley (Hunthay Apiary)
JULY
Sun 1 10.00am Plymouth Improvers Meeting with David Milford (tbc) 

(Branch Apiary)
Sun 1 10.00am Tiverton Apiary Inspection (Knightshayes Apiary))
Sat 7 4.30pm East Devon Eat, Drink and Be Merry Summer Social 

(Hunthay Apiary)
Sat 7 2.00pm Exeter Queen Caging for Varroa Control (Exeter 

Apiary)
Sat 7 2.00pm Tiverton Visit to Baruch's apiary
Sat 7 2.00pm Torbay Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)

Sun 8 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (9) with Jean French 
(Branch Apiary)
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Sun 8 10.00am Tiverton Apiary Inspection (Knightshayes Apiary))
Sat 14 2.30pm East Devon Varroa Control & Asian Hornet Update with John 

Badley  (Hunthay Apiary)

Sat 14 2.30pm Okehampton Apiary Meeting (Road Park, nr Neopardy)  
Sat 14 10.00am Torbay Open Day (Cockington Manor, Torquay)
Sun 15 10.00am Plymouth General Meeting with Jean French (Branch 

Apiary)
Sun 15 10.00am Tiverton Apiary Inspection. (Knightshayes Apiary)
Wed 18 6.30pm Tiverton Al Fresco Meeting (Knightshayes Apiary)

Sat 21 2.00pm Exeter Disease Checking (Exeter Apiary)
Sat 21 2.00pm Torbay Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)
Sun 22 10.00pm Plymouth Beginners Meeting (10) with Neil Downing-

Waite (Branch Apiary)
Sun 22 10.00am Tiverton Apiary Inspection (Knightshayes Apiary)
Fri 27 11.00am North Devon Basic Assessment (Horestone Apiary)
Sat 28 All day Tiverton Mid Devon Show
Sat 28 2.00pm Torbay Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)
Sun 29 10.00am Plymouth Apiary Maintenance Morning with Jean French 

(Branch Apiary)
Sun 29 All Day Totnes & 

Kingsbridge
Honey Sales Stand at Totnes Show

AUGUST
Wed 1 All Day North Devon North Devon Show (Umberleigh)
Thur 2 All Day East Devon/

Exeter
Honiton Show - see back cover

Sat 4 2.00pm Torbay Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)
Sun 5 10.00am Plymouth Improvers Meeting with David Milford. (Branch 

Apiary)
Thu 9 All Day Okehampton Okehampton Show
Sat 11 2.30pm East Devon Extracting and Preparing Honey with Colin 

Sherwood (Hunthay Apiary)
Sat 11 2.00pm Torbay Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)
Sun 12 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (11) with Patrick Mansfield/

Valerie/Terry McAuliffe/David Milford (Branch 
Apiary)

Sat 18 2.00pm Torbay Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)
Sun 19 10.00am Plymouth General Meeting (Branch Apiary)
Sat 25 2.00pm Torbay Branch Apiary meeting (Cockington Apiary)
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The 128th Honiton 
Agricultural Show

The Showground, EX14 3AW

Thursday 2 August
A great day out for all the family

Mingle among the animals
Visit Bees and Honey

Enter the honey, cookery, wax, etc 
competitions

Details on DBKA, Exeter and East Devon websites


