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Buzz Word
Viv Thorn, DBKA Chair

I have had a bit of a reflective month; my honey has been 
taken off and I am busy feeding my hives. Wasps are proving 
to be a nuisance as usual, so remember to feed in the evening 
to give the poor bees a chance to feed without hassle.

I have been delighted with the response to the Devon 
Beekeepers Virtual Show. The standard of entries was very 
impressive and I must congratulate Brahim Meraga for having 
the highest number of prizes: three firsts, a second and a third 
prize.  Very impressive.  Also, congratulations to Ivy Karia 
who won the photography prize in the eight years and under 
category. I myself, managed two seconds and a third, much to 
my surprise. One of the second prizes was for a poem which 
just popped into my head when I was out walking. I last wrote a poem when I was 
about eight years old and it was published in the school magazine. It’s amazing what 
lurks in the recesses of the brain! Thanks once again to Liz and all the judges who 
made the virtual show so successful.

Getting back to the more serious business of beekeeping, I am reminded that it 
is National Asian Hornet Week from 7th -13th September. Please be on the lookout 
everyone and report any sightings to your local AHAT team.  I hope, too, that you are 
all monitoring your hives for varroa and treating as required before the ravages of 
autumn and winter occur. Many branches have treatments at discounted rates.

I’ve been looking through Branch websites to try and find out what Branches have 
been up to during the Covid-19 restrictions. Please can all Branches ensure they 
publish a notice online saying that all events are currently cancelled due to Covid? 
Some websites appear not to have been updated in quite some time, so please do 
try to do this, if only to tell both members and prospective members what the Branch 
plans are going forward. 

I presume committee meetings are happening via Zoom and it would be good 
to have an update on the website of what was discussed.  If you are planning a 
Zoom winter talk, then please ask the speaker if it would be possible to record the 
talk so that we can upload it on the members' area of the DBKA website. This will 
improve everyone’s education through the winter months. East Devon have a very 
good presentation by Simon Foster on their website, entitled After the Honey Crop 
which gives excellent tips for preparing your hives for the winter season. Tiverton’s 
website has frequently asked questions for new beekeepers - an excellent resource 
especially since many members who did the Beginners’ courses last year, will have 
had limited practical experience.

I am continuing to explore the feasibility of a virtual Devon-wide Beginners’ Course 
for early next year, the fees for which would go to the Branches. I know some 
Branches have had a considerable capital outlay this year and that the Beginners’ 
course makes up a significant portion of their overall income. I need Branch 
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Education Officers to contribute to the format, syllabus and presentation of the virtual 
course so please get in touch if you can help at all.

I was saddened to see on Holsworthy’s website that their Chair, Ray Willis, had 
died suddenly. My thoughts and condolences go out to his family and all Holsworthy 
members who have lost a lovely Chairman.

I think it is highly likely that we will be unable to meet face-to-face (even with masks 
and social distancing) during the autumn and winter, so I would ask all Branches 
to plan ahead for this contingency. Keep your members informed and engaged. If 
restrictions are relaxed, then we can go back to what we have always done, but to 
do nothing will leave your members feeling abandoned and unsupported. Please 
continue to look out for those more vulnerable members who may need help getting 
their honey off or preparing their hives for winter.  

Above all, keep safe and well.

Thank you Devon Beekeepers - and your families - for supporting our Virtual Honey 
Show.  So many people were disappointed when the Devon County Show was 
cancelled,  including me.  I thought it would be a nice idea whilst we were all confined 
to barracks to have a focus for our artistic and creative talents.  I was certainly not 
disappointed, and we had 134 entries in 19 Classes. 

Thank you to all the judges who gave their time and particular expertise in deciding 
the winners.  Photography was particularly well subscribed by adults with 47 entries, 
less so by children (only one entry in the 8 years and under class, and none in the 
9-16 years of age section).  The embroidery was stunning - every one worthy of 
first prize. Viv Thorn did an excellent job of judging. Class 7, An item of beekeeping 
equipment made or modified by the beekeeper, had some extremely interesting 
and ingenious pieces of equipment. It is incredible how industrious and inventive 
beekeepers can be!

I think it was particularly good that we could go on line to see all the entries on the 
Devon Beekeepers' website.  Thank you, Mike Ticehurst, for working hard to ensure 
that all the entries were posted promptly.

If Devon Beekeepers Day goes ahead this year, it is hoped that those who won first 
place in their Class will have their certificates presented to them at the event.  In the 
meantime, I have emailed all certificates to the prizewinners as these days nothing is 
sure.

Hopefully, Devon County Show will take place in 2021 and I look forward to seeing 
you there.

DBKA Virtual Honey Show
Liz Westcott

The cover photo this month shows four members of Devon AHAT's team in 
Jersey.  Colin Lodge holds up an Asian hornet nest, discovered by Judith Norman 
(second left) after several days tracking and searching near St Peter's reservoir.  
(This was the first Asian hornet nest taken alive in Jersey.)  Looking on are 
Simon O'Sullivan and Sarah Bunker.  Photo by Gerry Stuart.
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A big Thank You to all beekeepers and those 
concerned for the welfare of our pollinating insects 
for the work you have done in getting the word 
out to the public about the threat from this insect. 
Since 2016 and the first Asian hornet nest found 
in this country, word has been spread - mostly by 
beekeepers. 

It cannot be stressed enough how important it 
is that we educate the public and we all become 
familiar with what an Asian Hornet (AH) looks 
like. It is not just a beekeeper’s problem; Asian 
hornets will predate on many different insects - all 
our pollinators are at risk. At a time when we are 
slowly becoming aware of the loss of all essential 
insects from our environment, we cannot afford 
another threat to become established. Although usually a shy and fairly docile insect, 
when roused or if the nest is threatened, AH can also be a very real threat to the 
public. Earlier this year in Spain, and more recently in France, deaths have occurred 
due to the anaphylactic reaction from a hornet sting.

A report looking at the financial cost of AH in France gave figures of 23 million 
Euros from 2006-2015 for the tracking and destruction of nests, a figure that has 
risen greatly since AH has become more established. The effect on pollination and 
the agricultural industry that relies upon it, as well honey production, could be as 
much as 50 million Euros a year, based on only a 5% drop in production. 

This year it has become apparent that the message is slowly getting out, but now 
we need to tweak that message just a bit. We have had reports of sightings from 
members of the public who were 100% sure they have seen an Asian hornet, killed it 
and then got rid of the body. 

Remember: See it, Snap it, Send it.   
Without evidence the authorities will not 

act. A photograph is essential, a sample 
more useful. On further investigation, the 
insects that had been killed and lost had 
probably been the poor much maligned 
and very beautiful Giant wood wasp which, 
from personal experience, at first glance, 
particularly in flight, does look hornet-like. 

There has been a lot of confusing 
information coming from the press this year 
about the Murder Hornets (not a helpful 
term) found in Washington State. The 

Asian Hornet Awareness Week
Simon O'Sullivan

The Asian hornet

Giant wood wasp
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hornet found in the USA is the Giant Asian hornet, Vespa 
mandarinia, and not Vespa velutina, the species we are 
concerned about. However, not to let facts get in the way 
of a good story, the papers still insist on printing pictures 
of V. mandarinia when we should all be looking out for 
V. velutina. The work that AHAT members have done in 
chasing down these confusing images and getting them 
changed should be acknowledged. 

We have yet to have a confirmed sighting this year, but 
as we move into hornet season (the time of year when we 

notice wasps trying to rob our bees), we need to be on the lookout. It wasn’t until 
7 September that we had our first confirmed nest last year. It is apt therefore that 
our Hornet Awareness Week starts on 7 September this year. It may be that with 
lockdown, and the lack of movement of people across the Channel, the chance of an 
Asian hornet coming over from the continent is lessened, but, if it does not happen 
this year, then it will next year. We must remain vigilant. 

If you are only involved for this one week, I thank you. If you can spare more time 
and become an active member of your branch AHAT, even better! There is now an 
assessment on the BBKA website, which on completion means you are covered by 
insurance to take part in AHAT activities. It is not a painful exercise and you will not 
fail.

Please, for this week at least, put out a bait 
station. This can be as simple as a shallow dish 
with kitchen roll in the bottom soaked in hornet 
attractant and a stone for the insect to perch 
on, or it can be the more advanced wicking bait 
station; full instructions for the making of this can 
be found on the AHAT website www.ahat.org.uk 
along with a host of other useful information.

And then observe.  We are not asking you to 
be there all day every day. Site your bait station 
in the sun where you can easily keep an eye 
on it, and give yourself some set times to go and spend a few minutes every day 
watching activity.
Remember: See it, Snap it, Send it.  The quickest way to get a response is to have 
the Asian Hornet Watch app on your phone and send a photograph through the app.   
You can also report any sightings by email at alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk or online at 
https://www.brc.ac.uk/risc/alert.php?species=asian_hornet

BUT, remember, no action will be taken unless there is photographic or physical 
evidence! 

For more information online go to the Non-Native Species Secretariat (NNSS) 
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/alerts/asianhornet 

You can contact your nearest AHAT by using the interactive map at https://www.
bbka.org.uk/asian-hornet-action-team-map and they will be pleased to help if you are 
unsure of your identification.

Giant Asian hornet 
Vespa mandarinia

Marked hornet on bait station
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The Asian Hornet
Gerry Stuart

Asian hornets, we are told, are a threat to all pollinators not just honey bees. 
Asian hornet (Vespa velutina) is native to Asia.  It is believed that it was accidentally 
imported into Southern France from China around 2004 and has spread rapidly 
through France and into neighbouring countries and most recently the Channel 
Islands.

AHATs are encouraging all beekeepers and members of the public to be on the 
alert for Asian hornets until the end of October.  Ivy which will be coming into flower 
over the next few weeks, or fallen fruit, makes for an excellent place to look out for 
them either in your garden or elsewhere. 

Asian hornets are not ordinarily aggressive, but the public are advised that they 
should not under any circumstances approach a nest.  If the hornets are disturbed, 
they will actively defend their nests.

Generally, nests are found high in trees but they are now starting to be found low 
down in garden shrubs, undergrowth, and roadside banks; Bee Inspectors found one 
in a shrub outside a dining room window of a house. 

How can you help?
•	 Spread	the	word.
•	 Get	to	know	what	it	looks	like.
•	 Know	what	it	is	not.
•	 Offer	to	help	your	local	Action	Team.
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What to look for:
1) Spring: Embryo nest

The queen emerges from hibernation when the 
temperature is constantly above 13ºC. This would 
mean we could expect to see queens appearing 
in March/April. She is at her most vulnerable at 
this time: the pressure is on her to find food, to 
build her embryo nest and raise her first batch of 
workers which emerge around May. 
2) Late spring/early summer: Primary nest

With the emergence of the first workers, the 
process of nest building and brood rearing 
speeds up. Until the colony decide to relocate 
and produce the secondary nest, the movement 
of hornets between the two nests can take up to 
a month. From around this time, hornets may be 
seen hawking outside beehives. This predation 
reaches a crescendo about a month later. 
Although the Asian hornet can completely destroy 
a colony of honey bees, what frequently happens 
is the bees are confined to the hive unable to 
forage, and so run out of stores during the winter 
and starve.
3) Mid to late summer: Secondary nest  (This is what to look for at this time of year.)

The nest continues to grow 
throughout the Summer; workers 
constantly building onto the exterior 
and removing material from the interior. 
Nest sizes of up to 1m tall and 80cm 
across have been recorded in France. 
The nests found in this country have 
been fairly small in comparison. They 
are usually well hidden in the foliage 
of tall trees, often being very difficult to 
spot, with only a constant movement 
of workers giving any clue as to the 
sighting of the nest. 

Nests have also been found under eaves of buildings, in hedges and in some 
cases underground.

 Around mid-September the colony starts to produce males and shortly after 
females, or Gynes, which leave the nest to be mated, then look for a suitable 
hibernation site to over-winter. An average of 350 queens are produced with 
approximately three times as many males. When weather conditions permit, such as 
a long warm autumn, the nest will continue to produce queens, especially if there is a 

Embryo Nest

Primary Nest

Secondary Nest
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plentiful supply of food. Honey bees have a 
disadvantage: they are around when other 
insects have become dormant and thus 
provide a ready source of fuel for the nest. 
As winter arrives and temperatures drop, 
the workers and queen die off.
4) Winter: Secondary nest may contain a 
few overwintering queens. Easier to spot in 
winter, with no leaves on the trees.
What action will the AHAT take upon 
receipt of a report?
•	 Visit location and speak to the informant.
•	 Collect any evidence that they may have.
•	 Log relevant details.
•	 If no exhibit, then show insect identification cards to confirm species seen.
•	 Set up a bait station or trap.
•	 Photograph/capture for submission to NBU.
•	 Notify local Police/Council if there is a risk to public safety to have the area 

cordoned off.
•	 Upon arrival of NBU, brief on action taken.
AHATs need your help as they prepare for action against the Asian hornet.

To quote Simon O’Sullivan, Devon AHAT Chairman: 

Nest in winter
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We continue to strive towards a coordinated partnership approach with our Bee 

Inspectors from the National Bee Unit to assist with this incursion.  We need the 
public to be aware of what this insect looks like, and to understand the potential 
damage that this insect can cause to all of our native pollinators, not just honey bees 
but butterflies, bumble bees, hoverflies and other essential pollinators.

South West Asian Hornet Action Teams
Lynne Ingram, Master Beekeeper, Somerset

The geographical location of the South West puts us firmly in the firing line in 
terms of the possible arrival of the Asian hornet in the UK. Nests have already been 
found in Gloucestershire, Devon, Cornwall, Dorset and Hampshire, and there was a 
confirmed sighting in Somerset. 

The South West is well furnished with AHATs in every county, and with team 
members who are experienced in identifying and tracking hornets through helping out 
in Jersey, as well as less experienced members that we are busy training. Many have 
also worked with Peter Kennedy from Exeter University who has developed the use 
of radio telemetry for tracking hornets. 

In January 2020 the first South West Training Day and Conference was held in 
Somerset, and brought together over 180 AHAT members from across the region. 
There were lectures from Peter Kennedy, Sarah Bunker, Alastair Christie and 
Simon O’Sullivan. Workshops and discussion groups took place, and materials, 
books, videos and hornets were on display. 

Asian Hornets are no respecters of county boundaries, and the benefit of the 
South West AHATs working collaboratively became apparent at this event. Since 
then the County AHAT Team Leaders have been ‘meeting’ regularly to develop ways 
of working together. This collaborative working has covered a range of initiatives, 
including bulk buying of liquid bait, joint training sessions in recording sightings and 
mapping, shared protocols, and coordinated public awareness campaigns. 

As a region we also aim to develop a positive working relationship with the NBU's 
Bee Inspectors, in order to be able to assist them with any incursions. A recent 
possible sighting on the Somerset/Dorset border gave us an opportunity for some 
successful cross-border working – although luckily it proved to be a false alarm. 

The Covid crisis has changed the ways that we engage with the public this year, 
putting more emphasis on working through social media.

We are now working towards the next Asian Hornet Autumn Watch Week on 
7 - 13 September, with Xesus Feas launching the week with a Zoom lecture on 
3 September*.

Our next South West Training Event and Conference is currently scheduled for 
23 January, 2021.
* To book, follow Somerset Beekeepers Association on Eventbrite  https://www.
eventbrite.co.uk/o/somerset-beekeepers-association-30125675834



159

Quality supplies 

Neopoll - 1kg pack: £3.95 
               18kg box: £66.00 

(fondant with pollen) 

Neopoll C - 1kg pack - £4.40 
                   18kg box - £79.95 

(double pollen) 

ApiInvert 14kg pail: £29.50 
(inverted sugar syrup) 
 

Insulated Metal 
Roof £28 
(2kg in weight) 

We can also supply individuals, groups and associations with very 
good rates on bulk and wholesale purchases and pallet deliveries. 

www.parkbeekeeping.com       02086 949960       info@parkbeekeeping.com       London       Est. 1985 

Hives • Extractors • Motor Conversions • Filtration • Tools/Sundries • Fondant • Poly Insulated Roofs • Bulk Orders  
plus all other beekeeping needs 

History of Asian Hornet Action Teams
Colin Lodge

How long have we been involved with this effort to have a system in place which 
might prevent Vespa velutina gaining a foothold on the mainland of the UK?  I believe 
it was September 2016, when Martyn Hocking realised he was looking at Asian 
hornets as he spotted strange insects hovering in front of his hive in Woolacombe, 
and wrote a piece in Beekeeping magazine about his efforts to get the bee inspectors 
to take notice. We are now approaching the fourth anniversary of that event and the 
time when I first asked myself the question Why are we sitting around doing nothing 
about preparing for this menace? 

Martin's article, was followed by discussion and argument with my colleagues 
in Torbay Beekeepers and a fortuitous contact with Bob Hogge from Jersey, who 
was coming over to visit his sister for Christmas. Four of us arranged to meet 
him.  Glyn Davies kindly offered his home as a venue.  Bob explained how he had 
discovered the hornets in Jersey and the methods he was devising to track them 
back to any nests. We set about forming a team in Torbay that would be able to follow 
his example should our bees be threatened by this invader. We quickly came to a 
consensus as to what to call the team and as taking action on the hornet was in the 
forefront of its purpose so the first Asian Hornet Action Team was born. 

Ken and Jill Beagley suggested a meeting of interested parties keen to do 
something about the impending invasion from France, and this resulted in a meeting 
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at Harberton Village Hall where Nigel Semmence of NBU incensed us by talking 
about beekeepers being unable to identify and differentiate between species - 
notwithstanding that it was a beekeeper who had informed them, without a photo, 
that Vespa velutina was alive and hawking around his hives.

Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Somerset Association representatives went away from 
that meeting to set up their own AHATs, all vowing to take action on the menace. 
By May of 2017 we had twenty-four teams around the country all the way up to 
Shipston-on-Stour in Warwickshire, with several more making enquiries as to how to 
go about it. By the time of the 2019 Devon County Show, I had counted 140 AHATs 
on the interactive map (which came about after a conference at Blackbury Farm with 
the NBU) set up by BBKA.  Now there are so many “coordinators” and “verifiers” 
that I cannot count them all.  All volunteers vow to report and relay information, so 
now they have become Asian Hornet Teams (all words and no action) or so BBKA, 
under the guidance of NBU, would have it. It would appear we are not covered by 
BBKA insurance if we do anything that smacks of illegality such as retaining and 
marking a hornet and then releasing it and tracking its flight to discover its nest - all 
necessary activities if we are to take ACTION to prevent the disaster that would be an 
establishment of the species in the UK. 

If, and when, Vespa velutina arrives in southern England, by whatever means, in 
sufficient number to cause inspectors real problems of manpower in their (hitherto 
successful and admirable, I have to agree) work, then we will have to take up the 
bait dish and the marker pen and take up the fight where they will inevitably leave 
off. There is no guarantee that the Government will continue NBU’s funding for 
the eradication effort when numbers of nests are sufficiently high to stretch their 
manpower resources beyond that with which they can cope. Indeed, NBU have told 
us that it is their success in eradicating the hornet with the hitherto low numbers of 
incursions each year that ensures the policy making department of APHA approves 
continued funding on a year by year basis. If higher numbers of incursions lead to 
less success then that funding is likely to be withdrawn.  In that event the policy will 
switch from one of eradication to one of containment and maintenance, at which point 
every AHAT will have to demonstrate they have the skills and manpower to mark and 
track hornets to their nests for local destruction just as the teams in Jersey are doing 
so successfully today.

Letter to the Editor
I enjoyed Lilah Killock's article on Beeswax and Bronze Casting last month, and 

wanted to share with you two other slightly unusual uses for beeswax.  
I was approached by a Civil War re-enactor for wax and when I enquired as to its 

use, she said, first, to make ammunition (apparently the molten lead was poured 
into wax moulds, which sounds strange to me but she assured me it works) and, 
secondly, to put into their canteens (ie 19th Century water bottles) to make them 
waterproof!

We live and learn.          Jeremy Barnes
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www.northernbeebooks.co.ukwww.northernbeebooks.co.uk

The widest range of 
English language 

bee books 

“the quality quarterly with quarterly quality”

The
BeekeepersQuarterly

The home of

Going With the Flow
Part: 12 - The Double Brood Dilemma

Andy Bullen
Prior to Lockdown and bringing the hive home from the Apiary, I am worried I do 

not have enough kit.  By kit, I mean supers, brood boxes, etc.  I have one hive but 
the cost of another new Flowhive, just to keep in case of a split, is prohibitive.  To be 
honest, I do not really want to split unless necessary, as I only want one hive at this 
stage.  Conversely though, I also do not want to be in a position where I need to split 
the hive but do not have the spares to do so!

 I scour the internet looking for a secondhand Flowhive.  Strangely, there are not 
that many about.  I join several Bee or Flowhive dedicated Facebook groups and 
eventually I’m lucky enough to be the first to reply to someone selling a secondhand 
Flowhive (no bees).  For £400, I get the normal Flowhive with three extra brood 
boxes, two crown boards and six brand new Flowframes.  (The Flowframes are £400 
on their own, new). The hive is painted a delicate shade of aquamarine, but I don’t 
really care what the outside looks like.  

It’s a two-hour drive to collect the hive, which I complete on a lovely sunny, Sunday 
morning.  The people selling the hive are very friendly, making me freshly brewed 
coffee from ground beans before my two-hour return journey.

I eagerly carry out weekly inspections throughout Lockdown and manage to 
remove the last two cable-tied frames.  Life is a lot easier with those frames gone.  
The girls quickly draw out the new frames and it gets busy very quickly.  
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Towards the middle of April, I put the Flowframes on.  The girls don’t take to them, 

but are steadily increasing in number.  I have limited knowledge and ability as a 
beekeeper, but the one thing I do remember is they need space, as they are more 
likely to swarm if cramped.  I wrestle with the idea of a double brood box and the 
implications.  It certainly gives them more space, but is likely to mean no honey in the 
Flowframes.  

I visit the hive on a daily basis, and watch the girls come in and out to keep an eye 
on their behaviour, and do my inspections at the weekend.  

In the second week of May there are massed ranks of bees in the brood box and 
very few in the Flowframes.  For those eagle-eyed readers who recall last month’s 
photo you already know my decision.  I put the extra brood box on.  The following 
week’s inspection showed that I took the right decision.  They’ve already drawn out 
most of the frames in the second box and there is capped brood in the centre.  

Perhaps the more bees there are, the more likely they are to use the Flowframes.  
Next month – There’s honey in the Flowframes

BBKA Exam Board Notice
The BBKA Exam Board has issued the following statement regarding the exams 

and assessments due to take place this Autumn:  
The global outbreak of COVID-19 has meant that we have had to limit socialising 

and gatherings, to help prevent the spread of this disease. Inevitably, this has had a 
huge impact on the BBKA exam system, that relies on candidates, assessors, and 
invigilators to meet in close proximity or travel some distance away from home.

Following the feedback from many associations and individuals on the matter, we 
have taken the difficult decision to cancel the BBKA assessments for the remaining 
part of 2020. These include Show Judge certificate in October as well as Module 
exams and Microscopy assessments in November.

The main concern of the Exam Board is the safety of all candidates, assessors 
and invigilators. While some associations have indicated that they may be able to 
facilitate the Module exams, others have advised against it. We want to offer equal 
opportunities to all members who wish to take the BBKA exams. With the current 
situation, however, we do not feel this is achievable for all involved.

Candidates who have applied for assessments in 2020 will get free transfer for 
2021, or get their fees refunded if they prefer. Due to the cancellations of the exams, 
the condition that candidates need to have taken all Modules within 12 years of the 
first module taken has now been removed.  

We know how much value beekeepers put on the BBKA exam system. To support 
those who continue on their learning journey, we are exploring alternative ways to 
hold the Module exams and hope to have a solution in place for the early part of 
2021.

www.bee-craft.com/findoutdevon
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homehardware

MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

At 164 Fore Street, Exeter
Top quality equipment

Hives, frames, foundations and tools.
Main agents for E.H.THORNE

For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com

ADAMS

Honey for sale  The Newton Abbot Branch have honey for sale at £4 per lb in 30lb 
tubs (approx weight). If you are interested please contact Ruth Mountford by e-mail at 
rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk 

For Sale

Honey, 10 kg minimum. Must be in tubs.  Please contact Martin or Melanie on 
01548 853502, mobile 07914 00283, or email martindpope@gmail.com

Wanted

Over-wintered nuclei. Commercial or National frames available from Spring 2021. 
£170 plus £20 returnable deposit on transport box.  Please contact Martin or Melanie 
on 01548 853502, mobile 07914 002831, or email martindpope@gmail.com

6-frame nuclei with this year's and last year's queens. £170.00.  Full colonies 
£250.00. Locally reared queens, good gentle productive bees reared with love.  
Delivery possible. For more information, please contact Imogen at Artemis Bees 
07910 235891 or imohall@yahoo.co.uk.

Wanted - Second-hand "Beehaus".  Please contact Gerald Humphries on 
01297 625990.
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Read This Comb
This comb really warms my heart.  What a joy!  Text book.
A 14x12 large frame, comb used for brood rearing top to bottom and side to side.  It 

must be from the centre of the brood nest in mid to late spring.  An excellent, healthy, 
and fertile queen.  Clear to see she laid eggs in ever increasing circles to the limit 
that could be effectively covered by her strong population of nurse bees.  Actually, 
she was laying eggs in an ever-increasing sphere.  

This frame is just a section through the centre of the brood nest.  It would take 
several days for her to reach the outer limits.  Then, 21 days after she started in 
the centre, the adult workers emerge there, and clean and polish their cells so that 
the queen can begin her next cycle of laying.  This gives the beekeeper a strong 
clue where to look for eggs and there will be an outward progression of younger to 
older larvae, just ready to be sealed.  So it is easy to look for nice clean, curved and 
correctly coloured, well-segmented larvae.  You can see a few, apparently empty 
cells in the beautifully even capped brood; cells for heater bees and reservoirs of 
honey for them to refuel.  

Wonderful!

What's happening on this comb?  Take a close look and then turn the page upside-
down to read the answer.
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www.thebeeshop.co.uk

Quality Beekeeper 
Clothing 

At Affordable Prices

Full Suits, 
Smocks, Bee Vests & 

Veils 
Full Adult Beekeeper Suit  
from £55 (free postage)

Email: 
michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com

DBKA Virtual Show
Winner of 3D Art Object: Andrew Mack

Wax sculpture made from dropped wax with artistic input
Hot wax is poured into spinning cold water to make 
interesting shapes, each looking very much like a 
pinnacle of coral.
The depth of water, its spin rate and temperature, 
the temperature of the wax and height from which it 
is poured, all contribute to the dramatic effect.
The more rapid the cool, the more intricate the 
detail.  
Slow spin, warm wax, cool water makes a more 
sedate shape.
Hot wax poured from height into chilled water for 
intricate detail.
A conceptual artist’s eye for detail brings it all 
together. Breathing in life and creating a new 
imaginary world.

Conceived from the twin loves of bees and diving coral sea.
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DBKA Virtual Show: Honey Labels Class 
 Jack Mummery

Here are my general comments, as Judge of Class 1: A honey label designed by 
the beekeeper to comply with current regulations, judged for marketing appeal.  

Honey Labelling regulations are governed by statute: this means that if your label 
doesn’t conform to the current regulations, you could be made to change it or, worse, 
you could be fined.  This may not be likely, but it could be the final sanction.
All honey labels must show:  
•	The reserved description, ie the word Honey.  Other descriptors can be added but 

if a flower or place is used, the honey must be from that flower or place, eg Heather 
Honey or Devon Honey.

•	The country of origin, eg, Product of UK or England.  It is not enough to put UK after 
the address.

•	The name and address of the producer in sufficient detail that the producer is easily 
traceable - just the postcode is not enough.

•	The best-before date, either as a specific date, eg 30 July 2021, or, more usually, a 
month end date, eg Best before end of July 2021, or an indication of where to find 
that information on the product, eg, Best before see reverse, or Best before see lid.

•	A lot number so that a batch of honey can be traced and withdrawn if a sample is 
found to be contaminated with a non-nectar product.  The lot number should be 
preceded by the letter “L”.  If the Best Before date is a specific date, eg, 30 July 
2021, it is not necessary to supply a lot number.  Also, if the honey is only sold 
directly at the gate, a lot number is not required.

•	The minimum net weight must be stated IN GRAMS with no space between the last 
number and the “g”.  If you want to express the weight in the imperial equivalent 
it can be stated, but it 
must come after the 
metric weight and be less 
prominent.

•	The label must be indelible, 
therefore to comply the 
label must be printed with 
a laser printer or other 
means. 
All of the above essential 

information must be clear, 
prominent and be in the field 
of vision; that means the 
customer should be able to 
see everything they need to 
without handling the jar. First Prize Winner Brahim Meraga, Tiverton Branch
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Bee-Vac - Version 3
Derek Evans

Derek Evans tells us the background story of his prizewinning entry in the 
Beekeeping Inventions class.

"Grandad, what did you do during lockdown?"  
"I built a Bee-Vac – V3!"  
"A what?"
There are two types of honey bees: 
1. Helpful ones who swarm onto a branch, onto a hedge or even into an empty 

hive; and
2. Unhelpful ones, who choose a tall tree, a hollow tree trunk, a chimney, a gap in 

a stone wall or some other awkward place.
Two years ago, a colony of honey bees had decided to re-home themselves into 

an old cast-iron pipe seven feet up, in the side of a stone-built, two-storey house. 
Fortunately for the bees, the owners liked honey bees, but, unfortunately, the bees 
had chosen a pipe three feet from the front door and the owners were running a bed 
and breakfast business. Their visitors were not impressed!

I tried several ways of trying to coax the bees 
out – round one to the bees!

It was then that I decided to build a Bee-Vac, 
which turned out to be Version - V1, based on a 
4-frame wooden nuc box. 

Basically, this uses a vacuum to hoover the 
bees out, but, most importantly, doesn’t hurt the 
bees!  It consists of three parts: a vacuum, a 
nuc-box and the hose to hoover up the bees.

Mr Henry was a good start, but he had to be 
controlled. I then needed a container which I 
could adapt with the hose from Mr Henry at one end, creating a vacuum, and at the 
other end, a hose to suck the bees into the box! 

That sounds easy, and just as I was putting it together I had a call from a lovely 
old lady living in a bungalow saying she was afraid to leave her home because there 
were bees all over her hedge in the front garden surrounding her entrance/exit gate. I 
went to see her with the idea it was a swarm of honey bees which I could hive easily. 
When I arrived, there were literally hundreds of bumble bees all over the hedge and 
gate.

We normally leave bumbles alone, but this was a different situation; the lady was 
scared to leave her house. I came home collected the Bee-Vac, hoovered up most of 
the bumble bees and took them to Knightshayes.

Unfortunately, when I tried hoovering up smaller insects like wasps it failed. I did 
not want to test it on honey bees. They were too small, and I needed more suction 
which I could control – very important if I was not to hurt them!

Bee-Vac V1
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So, in lockdown I built Version - V2 

answering the three main faults of my 
earlier version: (i) it was too heavy (ii) 
it wasn’t totally airtight, and (iii) my lack 
of skills in carpentry.  This was lighter to 
carry, did what it was meant to do and 
had a lightweight cordless Version – V3.

My lack of skills in carpentry were 
solved by using an airtight polythene 
storage box. Then all that was needed 
was to drill a few holes through two 
polythene boxes – the main box and the 
vacuum control box. 

The two holes on the control box are for 
(i) the hose from the vacuum, and (ii) the 
control valve. By opening and closing the 
control valve you reduce or increase the 
suction.  (This is the most important part, 
so you do not hurt the bees!)
The main parts are:

1. A 29-litre airtight clear storage box. 
(This allows the use of National 
brood frames)

2. 3 x 1.5-inch nylon honey valves

BeeVac V3
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3. 1.5-metre flexible hose
4. A small lock-tight box with a fine mesh fitted to one side and 2 holes drilled 

through the top to fix on to the 2 valves – vacuum control box
5. A box to hold the 4 brood frames and a piece of plastic to provide a shelter for 

the bees
6. A vacuum to provide suction – either mains or cordless

Airtight, polythene storage box with two holes

The main parts

 

 

 

 
Vacuum Control Box 

Designed by Derek Evans 

2 x Gate valves 

Rubber washers 

Base of lock 
tight box 

Wire mesh 

3 holes cut in the base 

Valve nuts 

Sidewall of 
29L box 

Lid of lock 
tight box 

 

Suction control 

valve 

 

Tools needed to make the Bee-Vac: 

1. Drill to cut 45mm holes 
2. Cutters to cut wire mesh 

Actual gate is 
removed & not used 

Side elevation view 

29L Medium Weathertight Box – 

Available from ‘Solent Plastics’ £24 
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Bees and the Pandemic
Jeremy Barnes

This has been a good year for honey in south eastern Pennsylvania, the second 
in a row, which is unusual.  Last year was easy to explain - the strong black locust 
blossom - but this year is more difficult.  The locust trees barely flowered after a late 
frost had destroyed the early shoots, the tulip poplars were no better than normal (the 
bowl-like flowers were blown off their stems in a heavy storm) and white clover was 
late, in fact blooming after I had already extracted.  And the honey is remarkably light 
in colour, which is also curious as to its origins.  End of story, I was able to extract in 
excess of 50 pounds per colony, despite leaving at least a full super per colony for 
the bees. 

An avid city gardener remarked how plants are flowering in her garden that she 
had not seen for several years, and flowering profusely at that. And we have noticed 
a cornucopia of birds in the garden this year - the reduction in noise pollution means 
we can also hear them better. 

A possible explanation?  Covid-19.  Don’t laugh; don’t condemn me for trying too 
hard to find a silver lining to the restrictions imposed by the pandemic. My argument 
is that lockdowns have put a number of insect-harming practices on hold, creating a 
friendlier world for honey bees. 

With people confined to their homes, wildlife has faced less human disturbance, 
especially traffic with its associated pollution.  In Israel, wild boar are venturing further 
into the city of Haifa than before, dolphins are increasingly braving the Bosphorous, 
which is normally a busy shipping route, and Venetians are seeing the bottom of the 
canals for the first time in years. 

One of the biggest environmental impacts of the global shutdown has been the 
significant reduction of traffic on the roads - down by 60% in May in the USA. 

Less fumes from cars on the road positively affects the bees’ ability to forage.  
According to a 2016 study at the University of London, pollutants break down 
the scent molecules emitted by plants, thus air pollution substantially reduces 
the strength and longevity of floral scents.  The same study showed that ozone 
concentrations of 60 parts per billion, which the US Environmental Protection Agency 
classes as 'low', are enough to cause chemical changes that confuse bees and 
prevent them from foraging efficiently, prompting them to have to fly further to find 
nectar, pollen and propolis.

In a world with less air pollution, bees can make shorter and more profitable 
‘shopping trips’, and this may help them rear more young, argues Mark Brown, 
Professor of Evolutionary Ecology at Royal Holloway, University of London. 

Fewer cars on the roads means other benefits for insects too. The number of bee 
deaths declines as car journeys decrease. A 2015 study by Canadian researchers 
estimated that 24 billion bees and wasps are killed by vehicles on roads across North 
America every year.  That is equivalent to one out of every 75 bees in the managed 
hives in the USA.

And as local authorities are tightening their purse strings, many have stopped 
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maintaining road verges, which consequently have turned into lush habitats. This 
unexpected profusion of flowers may well be another benefit for bees, with the 
unexpected food they provide boosting bee populations, Brown suggests.

In Rome, Italy, where there are an estimated 1,000 to 2,000 urban hives, a 
beekeeper noted that his bees “have been more numerous and healthy, and 
those are indications of the nutrition they’ve been getting.”  Tests showed that the 
bees have been sampling 150 different flowers in the area, compared with the 
100 varieties seen before the lockdown, and the quality of their honey has visibly 
improved. 

While things could temporarily be looking up for the wild bee, travel restrictions 
have hampered conservationists’ efforts to gather data on how they are doing. 
Typically, large insect surveys are carried out by scientists every spring. However the 
UK’s Bumblebee Conservation Trust has suspended its Bee Walks - monthly surveys 
by volunteers to count the number of bumblebees across the country.  Instead, 
ecologists and conservation groups have called on the wider public to help them 
gather scientific data during this time.  In April, the number of counts submitted online 
was more than double that received in April last year. People are not only enjoying 
the opportunity to do something structured with their time, but the data covers a much 
wider area than scientists usually reach.

It’s not all positive. According to Jeff Pettis, President of Apimondia, commercial 
beekeepers in Canada and many European countries depend heavily on seasonal 
workers and on importing queens to replenish their colonies. British beekeepers, for 
example, get many of their queens from Italy, and since airplane flights have been 
grounded, the bees are being driven across the continent.  If beekeepers can’t find 
the labour to produce honey, Jeff Pettis suggests, the colonies will get congested.  
That means earlier swarming, making management difficult.  And in the USA the 
relocation of colonies to California for almond pollination has taken longer this year 
as some drivers have been required to self-quarantine when crossing state borders.

The hope is that increased awareness and engagement with bees could be a 
boon for conservation. But, like all environmental changes, any long-term benefits 
will depend on these changes being carried forward as lockdowns lift. For some, like 
leaving verges wild, the change may not be hard to maintain. For others, like keeping 
traffic volumes low, the changes need to be more systematic.  One discovery that Gill 
Perkins, CEO of the Bumblebee Conservation Trust, anticipates carrying forward, is 
people's reconnection with nature. They are beginning to realise how their mental 
health and well-being are supported by nature … I hope that remains after lockdown.

Covid-19 is one of three pandemics - the others are racism and environmental 
destruction. There are essentially two ways we can go. As Gianna Pomata, a retired 
professor at the Institute of the History of Medicine at Johns Hopkins, points out, and 
unlike Europe, the corona virus in the USA, rather than stimulating new creative ways 
of thinking, has strengthened the more stereotypical and irrational ways of reasoning 
with respect to poisonous partisanship, governmental incompetence, disrespect for 
science and the fraying of community bonds. The second way is that, for the first time 
in history, the majority of scientists world-wide are focused on the same problem, 
and it’s starting to pay dividends. If we get a vaccine within 12 months, it will be the 
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Diary Dates

East Devon eastdevonbk.co.uk 01404 841629

Exeter exeterbeekeepers.org.uk 01392 832956

Holsworthy holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk 01237 440165

Newton Abbot nabk.org.uk rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk

North Devon northdevonbees.org 07791 679283

Okehampton okehamptonbee.co.uk 01363 82361

Plymouth plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk 01752 338279

Tavistock events.tavistockbeekeepers@gmail.com 07709 977646

Tiverton tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk 01363 860252

Torbay tbbk.co.uk 01803 844804

Totnes & Kingsbridge totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com 01803 866028

Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the Branch 
Secretary first. Contact details are: 

Due to the ongoing situation with coronavirus, some branches are arranging talks 
and meetings using Zoom or similar, online meeting facilities.  Check your local 
Branch website for details.  It is strongly recommended to check with Branch 

Secretaries BEFORE actually travelling to any event.

September
Mon 7 - Sun 13 Asian Hornet Awareness Week 
Mon 14 7:00pm Exeter David Packham Understanding Swarms via 

Zoom
Wed 16 7:30pm Tavistock Blaz Ambrozic Slovenian Beekeeping, Hives and 

Bees Live from Bled via Zoom
October
Mon 19 7:00pm Exeter Andrew Gibb Living in Devon, what can we do to 

help the Wax Chandlers? via Zoom
November
Sun 8 All Day DBKA South Devon Beekeepers Convention if 

regulations permit (The Ariel Centre, Totnes)
More details next month.

quickest vaccine ever developed - by several years. 
There is an important caveat of course: vaccines don’t save people, vaccinations 

do.  So once we have the former, the tasks of manufacturing and distributing it 
become imperative.  Even so, what if the relevant global resources were united 
and focused on the other two pandemics, and within 12 months we had universally 
agreed solutions which we then were able to distribute …? 

We might just flourish in the same ways honey bees have these past six months. 
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Printed by Newton Print, Collett Way, Brunel Ind. Estate, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 4PH
Tel: 01626 368986 - www.newtonprint.co.uk

DBKA Virtual Show: 
Class 9,

Children's Painting 
or Drawing

Joint Third Place: Esme Davis, 
Totnes & Kingsbridge 

Joint Third Place: 
Isabelle Lindsell

Tiverton

Second Place: James Francombe
Tiverton

FIrst Place: 
Percy Custance Baker 

Exeter


