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Buzz Word
Viv Thorn, DBKA Chair

Greetings Fellow Beekeepers!
As promised this month, I am going to tell you of the delights 

of attending the BBKA’s Annual Delegates Meeting (ADM). 
Each of the Area Associations, of which there are 73, is allowed 
to send one delegate, who has voting rights, and one guest. 
This year, it was my turn as Lady Chairman to be the delegate, 
and Tony Lindsell, our President, was the guest. We set off up 
to Warwick with my husband, John, driving as I have absolutely 
no sense of direction, even with sat-nav!  Having sampled lunch 
at the excellent Gloucester services - not only great food but 
a fantastic shop for all sorts of goodies, then popping into my 
sister-in-law’s for a cuppa (the one that gives my husband rocks as birthday presents: 
she is a geologist), we arrived in Warwick, a lovely little town in Middle England.

The ADM is the one and only opportunity in the whole year when beekeepers get 
to influence the work and organisational set up of the BBKA. It’s very like a trade 
union conference in many ways, each delegate casting one electronic vote, but if only 
one delegate is unhappy with how the vote went, he or she can demand a members’ 
vote. Then the voting is repeated, but this time each delegate carries the votes of 
the number of members in his association. Some delegates may have well over a 
thousand votes while others may have as few as 30. For the second year running, a 
small area in Kent called Laddingford and District applied to be an Area Association 
in its own right, rather than being part of the larger Thanet Association. They say this 
is because they are geographically distant from Thanet and that it is difficult to get to 
meetings. For the second year running, this proposition was passed by the delegate 
vote (67 for, 28 against and 4 abstaining). However, a members’ vote was called 
for and the proposition was defeated (1388 for, 9691 against and 1027 abstaining) 
- a case of the large Associations overturning the views of smaller ones. Now, this 
presents an interesting question. Is it right that, in a membership vote, Associations 
with large numbers of members can overrule the vote of Association delegates?  
Contrastingly, under the normal delegate one vote per association, is it right that a 
group of 30 beekeepers has as much say as an Association with 1800 members? 
The BBKA are aware of the disquiet this is causing and has formed a working party to 
see if a more fair system can be adopted.

There was also an attempt to introduce a minimum number of members per 
Association. It was proposed that the minimum number should be 50 which was then 
changed to 100 by an amendment from the floor. In the end it was argued that some 
areas have few members because of their geographical location, eg, Jersey. The 
proposition was then withdrawn while people went off to think of a more equitable 
solution. 

There is a table on page 29 containing the propositions and voting results, which 
I hope is self-explanatory. You will note that we are now covered by Public and 
Personal Liability Insurance while searching for the dreaded Asian hornet. However, it 
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is still unlawful to capture and release a non-native species unless you have gained a 
special permit. AHAT team members, please take note.

The other interesting proposition which was passed was that the BBKA should 
mandate CONBA (Council of National Beekeeping Associations of the United 
Kingdom and Ireland) to pursue becoming a member of Apimondia. As you may 
know, Apimondia, which has been running since 1897, is the biennial international 
conference of beekeeping, bringing beekeepers together from all over the world 
to further knowledge, practice and research in the apicutural sphere. Many British 
beekeepers contribute to Apimondia and it is puzzling why British Beekeeping 
organisations have not been members so far. Although BBKA is called the British 
Beekeeping Association, Northern Ireland and Scotland each have their own national 
beekeeping association, hence the requirement for BBKA to act through CONBA. 
(Apimondia only accepts whole countries as members, not regions.) 

If you have any queries regarding the ADM, or have solutions to the voting 
conundrum, please get in touch, viv.thorn@icloud.com.

Applications for Association Membership of the BBKA ADM Outcome

Ser Organisation Prop 2nd For Against Abstention Accepted Rejected

1 Laddingford & 
District Thanet Dover VT voted for Laddingford, despite 

being relatively small, geographically 
distant from Thanet. Initially passed 

but defeated by members’ vote. 

67,28,4 9691, 13888, 
1027

2 Darlington Harrogate 
& Ripon Cleveland WITHDRAWN
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BBKA ADM PROPOSITIONS

ADM Outcome

Ser Proposal Prop For Against Absten-
tion Accepted Rejected

1 Ratification of Annex C to the BBKA CIO 
Constitution BBKA

Figures on the right pertain 
to the voting pattern – for, 
against, abstain - either 

association votes (67 present) 
or percentage vote. 6 

associations not represented.

65,1,1

2 The position of Honorary Treasurer is no 
longer required BBKA 90,6,4%

3 Clauses 21.1 of the BBKA CIO Constitution 
be amended BBKA 100,0,0%

4 Clauses 14.4 and 14.5 of the BBKA CIO 
constitution are replaced BBKA 97,3,0%

5
Proxy voting is only activated when there is 
physical attendance of 90% W Sussex All 34, 43,1

Amended to 70%

6 BBKA amend the title of Chairman to Chair Newcastle 
& District 14 One One 76,21,3%

7
New Area Association Members should have 
a min of 50 paying members AMENDED TO 
100

Cumbria All WITHDRAWN

8
Districts applying for Area Association 
Membership should have a minimum of full 
members

Yorkshire All WITHDRAWN

9 A resolution put to the ADM should be 
decided by a registered membership vote Yorkshire All (not sure why)

10 Reintroduction of a Year Book Yorkshire All

11
BBKA should refrain from allowing members 
to register as Full members of more than one 
Association

Yorkshire All

12
Public & Personal Liability Insurance cover 
for designated members searching for Asian 
Hornets

Surrey VT voted for  91,8,2%

13
BBKA should raise pollinator awareness 
amongst planning and landscaping 
professionals in training

Bucks VT voted 
against 54,10,3

14 BBKA mandate CONBA to pursue UK 
becoming a member of Apimondia Essex VT voted for 62,3,2

15 BBKA apply for membership of Apimondia W Sussex All WITHDRAWN
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AHAT Training Day
Simon O'Sullivan

Saturday January 25 saw over one hundred and twenty beekeepers from all over 
the South West gather at the Canalside Conference centre, Bridgwater, all with the 
same purpose: to learn, discuss and plan for the arrival of the Asian hornet (AH) and 
a time when we might have to play a bigger role in dealing with the problem. This 
was an opportunity for AHATs (Asian Hornet Action Teams) to come together for a 
practical training day. The day had been sponsored and the idea suggested by the 
South West Beekeepers Forum, a group representing over a quarter of the BBKA 
membership, made up from six counties: Avon, Dorset, Somerset, Wiltshire, Cornwall 
and, of course, Devon.

Introductions and welcomes were made by Lynne Ingram, Somerset Master 
Beekeeper, who incidentally is the person who should receive the most recognition 
for organising the day and making sure it ran as smoothly as it did.

Dr Sarah Bunker, entomologist, Okehampton beekeeper, and author of The Asian 
Hornet Handbook, gave the first talk describing the AH life cycle and giving an 
indication of what to look out for at different times through the year.  This covered the 
embryonic nest to primary relocating to the secondary nest, usually - but certainly not 
always - at the top of a tall tree. Nests are large and round but often very difficult to 
spot. Sarah pointed out how nests have been found in hedges (as was the one found 
in North Devon), in bramble thickets, and even under manhole covers underground. It 
is the low down nests that are the most likely to be a risk to the public.

Professor Peter Kennedy from Exeter University followed with a look at the 
research which is being carried out; entomologists from all over Europe are sharing 
information and collaborating together. He talked about his work using radio telemetry 
to follow a hornet back to its nest. He mentioned other studies that are looking at 
using drones to recognise the particular sound of the AH in order to be able to follow 
it.  He introduced a French scientist who is working alongside him at present. Part of 
her work involves looking at different types of fungi which might have an effect on the 
Asian hornet; a very difficult task when you consider it would have to be quite specific 
so as not to attack our native hornet.

Lynne Ingram introducing Dr Sarah Bunker
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The science over, Simon O’Sullivan, the Devon AHAT Co-ordinator, gave a 

talk about the role of the First Responder, the importance of education for AHAT 
members and the sharing of that knowledge with the public, as well as how to 
help with the identification and reporting of AH sightings to the Non-native Species 
Secretariat, and getting that all important photograph or sample insect without 
which no action will be taken by the authorities. (The use of the AH watch app is the 
quickest and most effective way for any of us to report.)

The delegates then split into five groups for workshops.
Understanding the Characteristics of the Asian Hornet  was led by Devon 

Beekeeper, Gerry Stuart.  This, among other things, considered how the insect 

Colin Lodge's Wick Bait Station

AH Camera Trap by Colin Lodge

Two traps which debuted successfully at the Monitoring 
Traps Workshop were the Stork wick bait station and 
the AH camera trap. Why don't you build one?  You 
could use it in the spring to check for Queens. 
See http://darg.org.uk/asian-hornet-traps.html

Easy Make Bait Station

Flora's Wick Bait Station
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moves in flight, how it feeds, how easy it is to observe and photograph on a bait 
station, how it returns to the nest, and do’s and don’ts around the insect and its nests. 
Gerry used his own experience tracking hornets in Jersey to give examples and 
illustrate his talk.

Practical Tracking was led by Devon Beekeeper, Judith Norman, who is very 
experienced from her own time hornet hunting in Jersey. Judith described the Jersey 
method of tracking the Asian hornet, from bait station to nest, timing and handling 
hornets, and estimating the distance to the nest (roughly 100m away for every 
minute the insect is away from the bait station).  As with so much, this is not an exact 
science - more a craft - although they are all useful skills to learn for the time when 
we may be responsible for nest finding. (At the moment you have to be licensed to be 
able to legally catch and release a non-native invasive species.)

Use of Maps for Tracking and Monitoring was led by Lynne Ingram from Somerset. 
The workshop looked at the use of maps, both digital and traditional, to record bait 
stations, flight paths and distances in order to work out potential sites for nests.

Monitoring Traps, What? When? Why? was led by Colin Lodge and Vic 
Willmington. The tone of this session demonstrated a move away from killing traps 
because of the problem of by-catch.  Colin - always one for new ideas and inventions 
- demonstrated his ideas for bait stations, using a trail camera set up over a bait 
station, which recorded insects as they came to the bait. Vic demonstrated a station 
based on Colin's ingenious ‘Wick’ bait station.  This had been constructed by Flora, 
a Junior Beekeeper from Torbay BKA, who certainly deserves a design award! This 
station has a top so that if it rains the Trappit (Suterra) is not diluted. Good application 
of recycling materials, too.

Radio Telemetry was led by Peter Kennedy and was a fascinating look at the 
techniques and kit needed to follow a hornet back to its nest using a tracking device.

Lunch was followed by a talk from Alister Christie who is employed by the Jersey 
Government to organise the tracking and destruction of AH nests. Alister is very 
much on the front line as 83 nests were found in 2019.  This is a major increase 
from the year before even though there was a programme of active nest destruction; 
and is a worrying sign. Alister said that the Government will pay for nest destruction 
this year; after that funding has not been agreed. The cost of nest destruction is a 
potential problem in the fight against allowing the AH to become established.

The afternoon continued with another workshop session, while a separate meeting 
took place for the County Co-ordinators who were kept busy making contacts, 
discussing strategy and planning for the future.  The AH will not know to stop at a 
county border.

A brainstorming session followed. Lynne split us into different groups, each with a 
topic to hammer out.  All groups returned to the main hall after half an hour to share 
conclusions.

The Convention ended with a short question and answer session with a panel 
made up from the principal speakers of the day. 

This was an excellent day of learning, sharing ideas, making contacts and planning 
for what might be soon coming our way. 
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Unique amongst insects, indeed, amongst any other creature, the intricate, 
dangerous and yet very effective mating process of the honey bee has fascinated me 
for years.  What are the evolutionary pressures that have brought about the highly 
complicated system that beekeepers learn the basics of very early in our training? 
For years I’ve considered that queens, drones and workers are so highly specialised 
in their behaviour, anatomy and physiology that every feature and component has a 
specific function that has been fine-tuned to maximise the success and survival of a 
honey bee colony. And little has changed apparently for over a million years. 

So, when I read in a communication from Graham Kingham recently that mated 
queens develop weakened eyesight after mating multiple times, I had to investigate 
that new information.  The statement is based on a research paper published this 
year after international co-operation by bee scientists mostly in Australia with support 
in USA, Denmark, and Switzerland.  They have established by very, neat controlled 
experiments that chemical components in drone semen do weaken queen visual 
perception and this is by quite emphatic evolutionary pressure. How can this possibly 
be a contribution to colony success and progressive evolution?

Well I’m afraid the ideas get heavy from here on.  Even starting with the 
fundamental philosophical question What is the meaning of life?  Well I’m satisfied to 
think that every organism strives to pass on as many of its own particular genes as 
possible to the next generation.  Those that do so successfully, we can assume, are 
better adapted to their immediate, often highly specific environment, than those that 
are not so well adapted.

This what we call, after Darwin, natural selection: a beneficial process for the 
species however the environment is defined or however it changes.  And over the 
millions of years of this planet’s existence these gradual adaptations have evolved to 
the amazing variety of life and extinctions that we know about today.

So, fellow creatures, no need to worry. The message is just to co-operate and let 
nature take its course.  Every species will benefit in the long term (or not at all!).  But 
hold on!  All genes in a species are not geared to co-operate.  As Darwin realised, 
success only comes with competition, and competition brings conflict.  This is true for 
all forms of life from humans to microbes to genes.

What about when we consider bee sex?  It’s well established now by work from 
Tom Seeley et al that a honey bee colony needs a host of wide ranging, inherited 
skills in its population to survive the environmental hazards of weather, threats from 
pestilence and civil duties.  Unfortunately, the colonies evolved from ancestors that, 
eons ago, developed parthenogenic, haploid males: males, individually, who are only 
able to produce cloned, genetically identical sperm.  Exactly what a honey bee colony 
doesn’t want! One obvious solution therefore is multiple matings (polyandry being 
the technical term). That much was established.  But, oh dear!  Look at the additional 
hazards: in-breeding, predators, sexually transmitted diseases, bad weather and just 
getting lost.   However, by getting the behaviours, anatomy and physiology right, the 

Multiple Mating Makes Honey Bee Queens Go Blind?
Glyn Davies
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This is a Drone Congregation Area 
near Sidmouth located during a DARG 
meeting led by Richard Simpson - there 
is pheromone bait on the end of the line.

The Essentials of Bee Sex

A photo by Eric Tourneret
How was this photo taken?

A section of spermatheca showing the 
central mass of sperm and associated 
peripheral glands

A DARG dissection of a queen 
abdomen showing the position and 
size of the spermatheca

A lucky section showing the valved 
entrance from the sperm duct

x1000 view of spermatheca wall, 
tracheal net sperm heads and their 
extra long tails All photos except top right from DARG DLQ Project
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Quality supplies 

Neopoll - 1kg pack: £3.95 
               18kg box: £66.00 

(fondant with pollen) 

Neopoll C - 1kg pack - £4.40 
                   18kg box - £79.95 

(double pollen) 

ApiInvert 14kg pail: £29.50 
(inverted sugar syrup) 
 

Insulated Metal 
Roof £28 
(2kg in weight) 

We can also supply individuals, groups and associations with very 
good rates on bulk and wholesale purchases and pallet deliveries. 

www.parkbeekeeping.com       02086 949960       info@parkbeekeeping.com       London       Est. 1985 

Hives • Extractors • Motor Conversions • Filtration • Tools/Sundries • Fondant • Poly Insulated Roofs • Bulk Orders  
plus all other beekeeping needs 

balance between cost and benefit of multiple mating worked out.  A queen has been 
shown to have a balanced mathematical average of around 13.2 drone partners.

But drone genes are determined.  They all want to be the successful one.  The 
more matings there are, the more competition there is for every sperm packet of 
genes.  How then can the early delivered sperm genes compete successfully? By 
making life more difficult for later delivered ones (sperm competition).  This is a 
well-known phenomenon in many animals and plants too.  (Flowers soon collapse 
after successful pollination.)  So important is an adequate number of successful 
matings to the queen, that she often risks the hazards of a mating flight on more than 
one occasion on successive days.  The research of Joanito Liberti et al shows how 
increasingly unwilling queens are to make further mating flights and if they do, they 
more frequently fail to return having suffered from much poorer eyesight! 

If you wish to read more of these latest understandings of the complicated sex 
life of bees here are some references.  But don’t tell the kids.  Birds are mostly 
straightforward - but bees?
Kingham, Graham Honeybee Drones, Specialists in the Field, NBB 2019
Liberti, Joanito, et al https://elifesciences.org/articles/45009, 2019
Hamilton, William The Genetical Evolution of Social Behaviour I & II  J Theoret, 

Biol 1964
Koeniger, G & N, Ellis, J and Conner, L Mating Biology of Honeybees, Wikwas 2014
Tautz, J The Buzz about Bees, Springer 2008
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What do honey bees want and need and how do they make their decisions?  What 
do we really know about the wild bees' life style?  The arrival of the framed hive 
has allowed honey to be the main centre of beekeeping activities, together with an 
opportunity to study bees close up, albeit in an artificial home.  The BBKA has an 
excellent structure to learn about beekeeping.  However, new evidence is coming to 
light and perhaps not being validated and rolled out as quickly as it could be.

Like any subject there are differing opinions as to the best way to keep honey 
bees. I think we all share a common overview but we need to rethink some of 
the methodology we practise in beekeeping. No one group has a monopoly on 
knowledge. The threats over the last 30 years have radically changed the methods of 
keeping and treating bees.

As an example, commercial beekeeping in the USA, which uses thousands of 
colonies for pollination of orchards is not the way forward; it has been proven that 
a monoculture of pollen does not provide the variety of proteins and minerals for 
the bees' needs.  It is one of the reasons for colony collapse, at a rate of 40 per 
cent losses every year. China now has to pollinate by hand in several regions.  We 
need to feed the world and not all ideal methods can be used. We need to look at 
everything and do our bit locally where we can make a difference and try to help in 
other areas where modern farming methods still have to take precedence.

New science shows that climate change, pesticides, herbicides, removal of 
hedgerows and farming methods are affecting all species worldwide. Residual 
chemicals in wax are altering the bees' fertility and development.

We must allow natural selection to take place; the varroa mite has already become 
resistant to some treatments.  Prof Seeley has shown that it will take about five years 
of major losses before this resistance has an effect. We need to look at the longer 
view. 

Some of the things we do in our interest, such as importing queens which are not 
suitable for our local environment, have resulted in failed colonies, and killing the 
queen when the colony exhibits undesirable traits, such as defensive behaviour, may 
be undesirable to ourselves but it could possibly be an aid in balling and killing the 
Asian hornet.

Selective breeding is for whose benefit? If you select for a trait, you often affect 
other traits to the detriment of the colony. Honey bees have a very unique mating 
system, not seen in any other creatures on the planet.

In his book The Lives of Bees Prof Seeley has studied wild bees over a period 
of 30 years to see how they live, with a view of managing bees to reflect their wild 
condition, and he has made a comparison chart of the differences. The summary on 
page 38 has been taken from his book with his kind permission.

Who Will be the Bees' Advocate?
Graham Kingham
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It would seem that we are a long way away from keeping hived bees in tune with 

their preferred style of residence. 
The Darwinian way of keeping bees is the last chapter of his book, giving lots 

of recommendations on how we can still keep bees but to their advantage. This 
proposed method is mainly aimed at the hobby beekeepers who make up a 
substantial percentage of the beekeepers in the world.

A more bee-orientated method will change and challenge the way we hobby 
beekeepers keep bees and will turn some of the methods used to manage colonies 
on their heads, Things such as ventilation, insulation and surface texture all affect 
condensation and humidity.  The beekeeper does not seem to have helped the bees 
at any stage of their lives; we manage them to suit ourselves, and are responsible for 
most of their current and past woes. 

The Lives of Bees by Prof Tom Seeley (ISBN: 9780691166766) is a must read for 
all beekeepers who are looking to help their bees.

One final thought to finish from Prof Leslie Bailey’s book Honey Bee Pathology:
Beekeeping today is still as it has always been: the exploitation of colonies of a wild 

insect; the best beekeeping is the ability to manage them naturally and at the same 
time to interfere as little as possible with their natural propensities. 

Who will listen to them and be their advocate?

For Sale
6 Frame Nuclei

Overwintered nuclei in strong  
non returnable corrugated travelling  

nuc boxes
BS National brood frames

Easy to handle dark British bees
2019 Queen marked green

Available for collection from end of 
March weather permitting - £160.00

Hive of bees £260.00

    Contact:   
Michael Symons    
Marston Lodge
Taddyforde Estate
New North Road
Exeter, EX4 4AT

    Tel: 01392 412249 / 07795 466130
    Email: mesymons@yahoo.co.uk

www.thebeeshop.co.uk

Quality Beekeeper 
Clothing 

At Affordable Prices

Full Suits, 
Smocks, Bee Vests & 

Veils 
Full Adult Beekeeper Suit  
from £55 (free postage)

Email: 
michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com
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Wild colonies   Framed colonies

Colonies genetically adapted to their 
location   

Colonies not genetically adapted to 
location 

Colonies live widely spaced in the 
landscape         

Colonies live crowded in apiaries 

Colonies occupy small nest cavities                         Colonies occupy large hives 

Nest cavity walls have a propolis coating                 Hive walls have no propolis coating  

Nest cavity walls are thick                                          Hive walls are thin 

Nest entrance is high and small                                Nest entrance is low and large 

Nest has 10%-25% drone comb Nest has little (< 5%) drone comb 

Nest organisation is stable Nest organisation is often altered

Nest-site relocations are rare Hive relocations can be frequent 

Colonies are rarely disturbed Colonies are frequently disturbed 

Colonies deal with familiar diseases Colonies deal with novel diseases

Colonies have diverse pollen sources Colonies have homogeneous pollen 
sources 

Colonies have natural diets Colonies sometimes have artificial diets

Colonies are not exposed to novel toxins Colonies exposed to insecticides/
fungicides 

Colonies are not treated for diseases Colonies are treated for diseases

Honey not taken, pollen not harvested Honey taken, pollen sometimes 
harvested

Combs not moved between colonies Combs often moved between colonies

Honey cappings are recycled by bees Honey cappings are harvested by 
beekeepers

Bees choose larvae for queen rearing Beekeepers choose larvae for queen 
rearing

Drones compete fiercely for mating Queen breeder may select drones for 
mating

Drone brood not removed for mite 
control 

Drone brood sometimes removed and 
frozen
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www.northernbeebooks.co.ukwww.northernbeebooks.co.uk

The widest range of 
English language 

bee books 

“the quality quarterly with quarterly quality”

The
BeekeepersQuarterly

The home of

Gratitude
Jeremy Barnes

One evening in 1967, two friends and I decided, on a whim, to attend an inaugural 
professorial lecture by Dr Vernon Forbes, Head of the Geography Department at 
Rhodes University, Grahamstown, South Africa.  Professor Forbes was elderly 
and had been departmental head for some time, so my guess is that this was a 
requirement that was long overdue.

We sat at the back of a large, inclined lecture hall behind a distinguished audience, 
and listened to an address which was neither spectacular nor memorable, slipping 
out unseen (or so we thought) as it ended. 

The next morning, in the hallway of the department, Professor Forbes leaned over 
as he walked by and, much to my surprise, said, “Thank you for coming to my lecture 
last night.”  Fifty-two years later, I still remember it.  Why?

It might be that, based on previous experience, my perception was that personal 
interaction was not his strong suit, so this acknowledgment stood out as unusual.  It 
might be that, amid this distinguished audience, he had picked out the three of us 
and I was flattered to be noticed in that august company.  Most likely I was impressed 
that, having noticed, he chose to say thank you.  Not in public, not loudly, but quietly 
and in person. 

I don’t recall so much as one word of the many lectures of his that I attended; I do 
remember how he behaved on that one occasion and how it made me feel. 

First, how often do we notice and acknowledge those who come to our bee 
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meetings?  Not with a general announcement at the beginning of the meeting but 
with that personal thank you as we pass in the corridors, or walk up the aisles, or tidy 
up as others leave.  A meeting, by definition, cannot function without attendees, yet 
to what extent do we take them for granted?  How do they feel as they leave to go 
home?  Sometimes simply to notice someone, to use their name, to nod and smile, 
says it all. 

Secondly, how often do we thank those who give of their time, skills and energy 
to organise meetings for our benefit?  Do we notice the work that lies behind a good 
meeting or a satisfying workshop (the underwear that underlies the software and 
hardware) and do we take the time to say so, quietly, in person and with specifics? 

On 14 January a man trying to go up a down escalator lost his balance, fell into 
my wife, Mary, at the top of the stairs, bundling her over.  Fortunately, she did not hit 
her head on the tiled floor but did break her hip. The ‘pop’ was audible.  She faces 
a lengthy recuperation post-surgery and has been fortified both by the visits and the 
cards she has received.  Some of the latter are commercially produced with a neat 
little poem and are signed by the sender; others are more personalised.  One she 
received was handwritten:

Dear Mary 
You have been in my thoughts so often I feel negligent in not contacting 

you before this. I hope your recovery is progressing smoothly and your pain 
level is tolerable. How are you filling your days?  Hopefully you are able 
to participate in some of those creative outlets and thoughts that lift your 
spirits.  I like to picture you using this experience with an easel or sketch pad 
on your lap, maybe working on a knitting project that can occupy your mind 
and hands.  I hope you are being well cared for and if I could wish your pain 
away, I would love to think my thoughts could do that.  I hope your life soon 
resembles the style you are accustomed to and spring around the corner 
renews you in its magic.  

Love, Lisa
Lisa, in her own imperfect and beautiful way, acknowledges the dominant issues: 

pain, the challenge of filling each day and the anxiety of a lengthy recovery - and 
recognises the creative spirit that drives so much of who Mary is. 

A message does not have to be this long.  What is the difference between writing 
to a beekeeper office-bearer to say Thank you for all that you do for our bee club, 
and Thank you for the thought and preparation that lay behind your effective and 
humorous introduction of our speaker last night?

My overriding impression is that expressing gratitude is less prevalent than it was: 
the days of a younger generation being forced, reluctantly, to write thank you notes 
for gifts received have long since passed, even as it is easier to do so than ever 
before, using e-mail, text or face time. 

We will probably never know the full significance of those few words of 
appreciation, and we will certainly never know who remembers them 52 years later, 
yet in an age of both enhanced communication and surging loneliness, they are 
probably more important than ever before. 
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How Not to Get Lost
Graham Kingham

We all seem to know how to programme the Satnav systems nowadays, but should 
we become increasingly alarmed as we seem to have lost the capability to read and 
use a map and compass?  And how has the rest of life on earth managed to work out 
how to navigate in its own unique environment; after all they do not read a map or 
use a compass, or do they?

Each environment produces its own problem for the inhabitants such as darkness 
at night or living under the sea, cloudy days, winds and currents when they are 
navigating to find food, mates, or to return to their nesting ground. 

If we look at the main ways that navigation is used by life on earth, some species 
navigate across the world and back again, often in hostile conditions. A list of some of 
the navigational methods is set out below.
Sun navigation  This only works during a cloudless day.  As the sun moves across the 
sky from east to west during the day, an angular difference occurs called an azimuth.  
This factor must be taken into consideration and calculated by the user.  Its position 
also varies in the sky throughout the seasons, being directly overhead in midsummer 
and inclined to the horizon in midwinter.
Polarised light  This can be seen by insects and some birds, and will penetrate 
through clouded skies.
Sound navigation under the sea  Used mostly by marine dwellers as water conducts 
sound waves four times better than air.

homehardware
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Hives, frames, foundations and tools.
Main agents for E.H.THORNE

For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com

ADAMS



42
Smell navigation  Used to locate food and mating areas.
Star navigation  The Milky Way on a clear night acts rather like the sun; the polar star 
is another location point.
Dead reckoning  An estimation by memorising the route. 
Landmarks  Using geographical features, such as hills, mountains and lakes.
Sonar navigation  Best known in bats.
Electrical field navigation  Found in some fish and sharks.
Magnetic navigation  Some animals and insects have sensors in the body to pick up 
the earth’s magnetic fields.
Map and compass navigation  The human preferred method, but some animals also 
have a memory map and an inbuilt magnetic compass.

So, what does the bee use to navigate by?
The workers, drones and queen all make journeys outside the hive to far off 

places and so they must all be able to navigate.  The famous waggle dance tells the 
workers how to find the food crop that has just been brought in; it tells the worker the 
distance and whereabouts of the food by using reference to the sun and polarisation 
orientation in the sky, allowing the next bee to memorise the data - in other words, an 
elementary form of map making and reading. 

The honey bee can detect the earth’s magnetic field by using microscopic 
crystalline chains of magnetite crystals in its abdomen, but it may not make direct 
use of it for navigational purposes.  More probably it uses the regular daily changes 
in the earth’s magnetic intensity that occur around sunrise and sunset to calibrate the 
internal clock that governs its sun compass.

The bees also have ocelli on top of their heads.  These are not used to see with but 
can detect the polarisation in the sky; they also locate the sun’s position visually.

Bees rely on scents to find their food and use smell navigation when approaching 
large groups of flowers.  Drones also use it when locating a queen during the mating 
flights. However, the odour plumes they follow are diluted very rapidly as they 
disperse.  They may initially be responding to a single scent molecule, but the plumes 
often break up completely in a moving airstream. 

The brains of bees contain two structures that seem to be of great navigational 
importance. The so-called mushroom body stores long-term memories based on 
smell and sight, while the central complex controls the course that the animal follows, 
in many cases making use of skylight polarisation patterns to do so. Because these 
structures are shared so widely with other insects, it is thought that they must have 
emerged at a very early stage in the evolutionary process. Exactly how the animal 
chooses which way to go and initiates the appropriate movements is still a mystery, 
but interactions between the mushroom body and the central complex seem to play a 
crucial part in the process.

The book Super Navigators: Exploring the Wonders of How Animals Find Their 
Way by David Barrie inspired this article; it helps to explain the wonderful world 
of navigation and answers some of the mysteries surrounding them.  It is highly 
recommended.
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Going With the Flow
Part 7: Another Schoolboy Error

Andy Bullen
It’s my second inspection and I’m visiting the Apiary at Cockington.   
It’s lovely and quiet.
My smoker is going well but I don’t need to use it much.  To let the the bees know 

I’m there, I stand around the hive for a while before removing the roof.  I place the 
roof on concrete blocks and because it’s nice and flat, I can place the super on top.  
Peering in I can see a few bees in amongst the flow frames, but not many.  I remove 
the super and place it also on the upturned roof.  Immediately, to my horror, my 
second schoolboy error is revealed.    

The week before, I’d been so pleased with my first inspection and felt it had gone 
really well.  Now though, the proof that it hadn’t was right in front of me.  I’d forgotten 
to put the queen excluder in position and Flo could be in the super I’d just taken off, 
or worse, she could have laid eggs in the flow frames.

I hit Corporal Jones panic mode in full swing and quickly check the flow frames – 
no Flo and no eggs.  

Thank goodness!  
Feeling a bit more relaxed, I start my inspection of the brood.  The National frames 

are cable-tied to the Langstroth and the bees have done their work and waxed the 
frames as well as produced a lot of propolis.  The frames are now rigidly attached to 
both ends of the hive.  It will become a nightmare to check these frames every week, 
unless I can remove the National frames and replace them with Langstroth ones.  I’m 
thinking I can remove the frames on the outer edge and replace one at a time, or at 
some point conduct a Bailey comb change.  

There is brood in all stages and quite a lot of stores, although not in the flow 
frames.  My Flowhive research had revealed this can be a persistent problem as, in 
some cases, it’s very difficult to get them to store honey in flow frames.  Perhaps it is 
pheromones or perhaps it’s a dislike of plastic?  

Whatever it is, I need to tempt my bees upstairs and I’ve come with a trick up my 
sleeve.  I spray the frames with a very light sugar solution.  Within seconds, instead 
of the frames becoming irresistible to my girls, the spray container becomes the 
major focus of attention and quickly disappears under a blanket of bees.  From the 
amount of them, I think, not just mine.  

If there’s one thing beekeeping teaches you, it’s to be tidy and careful with food, 
honey and wax.  Unfortunately, as my family will attest, tidiness is not my strong 
point.  So I’ll have to learn, and quickly.  

Remembering the Queen excluder, I close the hive up and set off for home.  Even 
though I hadn’t found Flo, the bees are happy, the colony is expanding and surely it’s 
just a matter of time before they use the flow frames?

Next month - What, no honey?
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Book Review: Variations on a Bee Hive
Rachel West

Did you know that there are at least 23 types of beehive in the UK today? 
Would you like to know how a real beekeeper has faired, turning a tap on the Flow 

Hive for instant honey? 
Have you ever heard of such wonderful-sounding names as the Golden Hive, the 

Rose or the Sunhive?  
Variations on a Beehive covers all this and more, including the more run-of-the-mill 

Modified National, and specific topics such as options for floors.
As you might expect from a book devised by the Devon Apicultural Research 

Group (DARG), Variations on a Beehive feels like a quality book when you hold it 
and flick through the pages.  This book is a joy: one that can be read cover to cover, 
or dipped into at will.  Covering historic hives, popular hives, "bee-friendly" hives and 
experimental hives, it appears to reflect all hives you might ever have heard of and, 
no doubt, some you may not. 

Apart from the refined feel of the book in your hand, the DARG standards are 
evident in its contents.  Each hive is described in full, with measurements, drawings 
and photos, the reasons for the design - be it to suit the bees or beekeeper - real 
life applications and lists of advantages and disadvantages. Factual information is 
provided in tables and diagrams and additional data is produced regarding internal 
thermoregulation, disease control and adaptations to the different components of the 
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beehive, including beeswax.

Initially the wealth of information might appear to be 
overwhelming for novice beekeepers, but the more the 
beekeeper - new to the craft or not - delves into this book, 
the more informed they are.

Tips are given to practical types eager to build their own 
hives, as well as those who want the easiest source of 
honey possible, and those simply wanting to enhance the 
buzz of pollinators in their gardens.

As the various different hives have different champions 
writing the relevant chapters, one of the added bonuses for 
readers is getting an insight into the beekeeping characters 
of the writers as each one has given a short biography of 
their beekeeping life.  We are very fortunate to have the opportunity to absorb a 
little of the knowledge of these experienced Apiarists; not least the wisdom of Trish 
Nelson, the book's compiler, when she remarks that bees have survived for centuries 
in the various types of accommodation provided for them by we humans.  

Hopefully, by improving our knowledge, our bees will not simply survive in the 
beehives we adopt, but will thrive, no matter why we keep them.

Available from Northern Bee Books.

Devon County Show - Two Free Classes!
Class 48 - A Decorative Cake on any theme of beekeeping.  Maximum size 
20 cms.  The cake will not be cut or tasted but will be judged by the public purely on 
appearance.    First prize only.
Class 49 - Gourmet Honey of DCS 2020  One jar of honey of any type.  Judged by 
the public over the three days of the show.  First prize only.   Open only to those who 
send honey to Honey Sales.  There is a strict limit of 15 entries, allocated on a first-
come basis.  Honey tasted can be identified and linked to honey for sale to promote 
honey sales.

Closing date: 20th April, 2020 
Entries to both classes to be sent by email to tony.lindsell@btinternet.com  

6-frame overwintered nucs with local bred queens. £170.00 collection only. For 
more details and to order, please contact Imogen – Artemis Bees 07910 235891 or 
email: imohall@yahoo.co.uk  
Honey for sale  The Newton Abbot Branch have honey for sale at £4 per lb in 30lb 
tubs (approx weight). If you are interested please contact Ruth Mountford by e-mail at 
rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk  
Pure Torbay Honey 30lb (appox) buckets. £100 per bucket plus £5.00 bucket 
deposit.  Telephone 01803 851552 evenings

For Sale
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We Need Your Honey
For the Devon County Show - 21, 22 and 23 May 2020

Honey and hive products are needed for the Devon 
County Show:
honey, heather honey, chunk honey, cut comb, 
sections, wax, furniture polish, 
candles, face & body products, fudge, jams, etc ….     
If it’s related to bees … You make it and we’ll sell it! 

The DBKA has a fabulous marquee, incorporating a 
large Sales Stand which is very popular. 

Jack Mummery had a bumper year for sales last year, completely selling out of 
honey on the last day.  Let’s try and do even better this year.  

Customers usually like to purchase honey produced close to where they live, or 
honey they have tasted.  They will have an excellent opportunity to taste your 
produce on a scone, with clotted cream, prepared by Liz Westcott and her team on 
the adjacent Taste of Honey Stand, so please donate a jar to support the stall and 
promote your honey. 

The DBKA sets the prices for honey - no change this year, £6.50 per lb with the 
DBKA retaining 20% of the selling price as a commission.    

Check out the DBKA website for this year’s prices for honey and related products 
or a list can be emailed to you if you get in touch. 

Please contact me if you plan to submit stock for sale in this year’s show, or to 
give me an indication of what you might have available, and, of course, if  you 
need any assistance or guidance, I’ll be happy to help. 

Rebecca Beveridge
(Torbay BKA and DBKA Honey Show Committee)

Email: beveridge3@mac.com
Tel: 01760 444444
Mob: 0773 4144147

November Module Successes
Congratulations to the following members who were successful in the BBKA 

Module examinations last November:
Karen Alexander, Tavistock Branch, Module 1 with Credit
Susanne Allen, Tavistock Branch,  Module 1 with Distinction 
Martin Pope, Totnes and Kingsbridge Branch, Modules 1 and 2
Matthew Retter, Okehampton Branch, Module 1 with Credit 
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Diary Dates

East Devon eastdevonbk.co.uk 01404 841629

Exeter exeterbeekeepers.org.uk 01392 832956

Holsworthy holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk 01237 440165

Newton Abbot nabk.org.uk rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk

North Devon northdevonbees.org 07791 679283

Okehampton okehamptonbee.co.uk 01363 82361

Plymouth plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk 01752 338279

Tavistock events.tavistockbeekeepers@gmail.com 07709 977646

Tiverton tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk 01363 860252

Torbay tbbk.co.uk 01803 844804

Totnes & Kingsbridge totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com 01803 866028

Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the Branch 
Secretary first. Contact details are: 

March
Sun 1 10:00am Plymouth Improver's Meeting What you should be doing/

should not have done (Branch Apiary)
Mon 2 7:30pm Torbay Introduction to Beekeeping Beginner's Course  

(St Paul's Church, Paignton)
Thu 5 7:30pm East Devon Dr Sarah Bunker Asian Hornet: Jersey Experience 

(Kilmington Village Hall)
Thu 5 7:30pm Tiverton Branch Committee Meeting
Sat 7 10:00am Torbay Devon County Show Committee Meeting  

(Kenn Village Hall, Exeter)
Sat 7 2:00pm Newton Abbot Branch Maintenance Day (Clay Lane Apiary)
Sat 7 7:00pm Totnes & 

Kingsbridge
Annual Dinner (California Inn, PL21 0SG)

Sun 8 10:00am Plymouth Beginner's Course (1) (Branch Apiary)
Mon 9 7:30pm Torbay David Packham Swarm Control  

(St Paul's Church, Paignton)
Thu 12 7:30pm Okehampton Tips and Hacks (Whiddon Down Village Hall)
Fri 13 7:30pm North Devon Preparing for a Honey Show  

(Castle Centre, Barnstaple)
Sat 14 All day Newton Abbot South Devon Honey Show (Dartmoor Whisky 

Distillery) See back cover
Sun 15 10:00am Plymouth Apiary Maintenance / BBKA Basic Assessment 

Support (Branch Apiary)
Mon 16 7:30pm Torbay Introduction to Beekeeping Beginner's Course  

(St Paul's Church, Paignton)
Wed 18 7:30pm Tiverton Asian Hornet - What can we do to stop it? 

(Uplowman Village Hall)
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Thu 19 7:30pm Tavistock James Bright, BB Wear The Ultra Beesuit 

(Tavistock Parish Rooms)
Sat 21 9.30am BBKA Module Exams (Buckfast Abbey)
Sat 21 2:00pm Newton Abbot Mick Male Skep Making Course Part 2  

Book through Newton Abbot (Clay Lane Apiary)
Sun 22 10:00am Plymouth Beginner's Course (2) (Branch Apiary)
Mon 23 7:00pm North Devon Beginner's Course (1) (Castle Centre, Barnstaple)
Mon 23 7:30pm Torbay Introduction to Beekeeping Beginner's Course

 (St Paul's Church, Paignton)
Mon 23 7:30pm Exeter Glyn Davies (Topsham Rugby Club)
Sat 28 10:00am Holsworthy Hammering and Banging (Branch Apiary)
Sat 28 2:00pm Newton Abbot Branch Nosema Day (Clay Lane Apiary)
Sat 28-
29

10:00am Totnes & 
Kingsbridge

Branch Apiary Clean-up Weekend 
(Old School Farm, Dartington)

Sun 29 10:00am Plymouth Beginner's Course (3) (Branch Apiary)
Mon 30 7:30pm Torbay Introduction to Beekeeping Beginner's Course 

(St Paul's Church, Paignton)
April
Thu 2 7:30pm East Devon Dan Basterfield The Beefarmer's Work Arounds 

(Kilmington Village Hall)
Sun 5 10:00am Plymouth Improver's Meeting    Swarm Control/Frame 

Changing (Branch Apiary)
Sun 5 2:30pm Holsworthy Apiary Meeting (Branch Apiary)
Mon 6 7:30pm Torbay Introduction to Beekeeping Beginner's Course 

(St Paul's Church, Paignton)
Wed 15 6:30pm Tiverton Nosema Testing / Bees Under the Microscope 

(Uplowman Village Hall)
Sun 19 10:00am Plymouth Beginner's Course (4) (Branch Apiary)
Sun 19 2:30pm Holsworthy Apiary Meeting (Branch Apiary)
Sat 25 2:00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Opening (Clay Lane Apiary)
Sun 26 10:00am Plymouth Apiary Maintenance / BBKA Basic Assessment 

Support (Branch Apiary)
Sun 26 2:00pm Tavistock Members Bee Tea, Lewdown

           BEETRADEX Saturday 14th March
BBKA SPRING CONVENTION Saturday 4th April

NATIONAL HONEY SHOW Thursday 22nd to Saturday 24th October
NBS OPEN DAY SALE EVENT Thursday 12th September 9am-5pm

Visit our shop: Hameldown House, Hameldown Road, Exeter Road Industrial Estate, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 1UB

ORDER YOUR NEW 2020 
CATALOGUE TODAY!

www.beekeeping.co.uk       0344 326 2010         info@beekeeping.co.uk 

NEW FOR 2020

COME AND SEE US AT:

NEW Clothing 

NEW to Beekeeping? Don’t miss our handy pull out 
guide to help you get started!

NEW Honey Jar Labels

NEW Feeds with Supplements 2 New feeds, enriched 
to aid bee development

Our new range of semi personalised 
labels with matching tamper strips

Including our fully ventilated 
camo suit for stress free bees!

With returning customer favourites and exciting new additions, 
including our NEW ventilated camo suit for stress-free bees!

NATIONAL  
HIVES FROM

£157
FLAT PACK

£191
ASSEMBLED

WBC  
HIVES FROM

£252
FLAT PACK

£310
ASSEMBLED

5 Reasons to buy a hive from  
National Bee Supplies

1  Exceptional Standard of Craftsmanship
Our obsessive attention to detail creates a premium quality product.  
Expert finishing ensures water-resistance, and a choice of galvanised  
steel over plastic parts creates a healthier hive.

2  We exclusively use Canadian Western Red Cedar
Slow growth gives a tighter grain, ensuring the timber is more stable  
and durable.

3  Easy Assembly of our Flat Pack Kits
Precisely machined from fully seasoned timber ensures our flat pack  
joints fit perfectly every time.

4  10 year Guarantee*
We are so confident in our product we offer a 10 year guarantee on all  
our assembled cedar hives.

5  Superior quality – but at competitive prices…

Asian Hornet Monitoring Spring 2020
April 13th -30th

Prepare!
Hornet attractant available from AHAT coordinators

Details in next month’s issue
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South Devon Honey   
Show

The Dartmoor Whisky Distillery, Old Town Hall, 
Bovey Tracey TQ13 9EQ 

Saturday 14 March 2020 between 9.30 am - 4 pm

Printed by Newton Print, Collett Way, Brunel Ind. Estate, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 4PH
Tel: 01626 368986 - www.newtonprint.co.uk

All exhibits must be brought to the venue between 9.30 and 10.45 am. 
Staging of entries to be completed by 10.45 am. 

Doors open to the public at 11 am. 
Entries may be dropped off prior to 14 March by arrangement with 

Ruth Mountford (rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk). 

Presentation of awards will be at 3.00pm 
after which entries may be removed 

No entry fee. Certificates for winners and places in all classes. 
Trophies to be awarded to Newton Abbot/Torbay/

Totnes & Kingsbridge Branch members with the highest point score 
in honey classes, wax classes and cookery classes etc.

Judge: Jack Mummery, BBKA National Honey Judge  

Honey Classes, Wax Classes, Craft Classes, 
Mead Classes, Cookery Classes

Junior Classes and Novice Classes 

Full details and schedule on 
www.devonbeekeepers.org.uk


