
The Journal of Devon Beekeepers' Association
Beekeeping

February 2020 Vol 86 No 1

Devon Beekeepers' Day 
See page 3



2

Visit our shop: Hameldown House, Hameldown Road, Exeter Road Industrial Estate, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 1UB

Inverted sugar syrup, high in fructose with 
added vitamins and essential amino acids.
An inverted sugar syrup, high in fructose with added vitamins 
and essential amino acids. Perfect for the production of strong, 
healthy bees.
• Ready for direct consumption, not requiring any water
•  Containing high levels of vitamins and essential amino acids 

necessary to stimulate the 
beehive brood

•  High fructose content, very 
similar to honey

•  Recommended for feeding 
between blooming seasons 
and creating new colonies

   Apimix Syrup 1kg tray 
WAS £1.95  NOW £1.45 

SAVE 25%

NEW FOR 2020
New Year, New off ers!

IT’S TIME TO RESERVE YOUR BEES!

Up to 25% off exciting new feeds for your bees!
Save on our 1kg packs of Apimix or Apipasta until the end of February

NEW SEASON OFFER 
Buy any pack of British Standard size sterilised wax 
and get 20% OFF* the accompanying 
pack of 10 Hoffman flat pack frames.
Offer includes B.S. Super, brood and 14x12 wired 
and unwired foundation. Frames are Hoffman style 
with 7/8” top bar and B1 bottom bars.
* When you quote offer code WAX20

 20%
 OFF*

             TRADE SHOWS THAT WE WILL BE ATTENDING IN 2020:
BEETRADEX Saturday 14th March

BBKA SPRING CONVENTION Saturday 4th April
NATIONAL HONEY SHOW Thursday 22nd to Saturday 24th October

NATIONAL BEE SUPPLIES OPEN DAY Saturday 12th September
at our premises in Okehampton

*Offer codes cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer code.

www.beekeeping.co.uk       0344 326 2010         info@beekeeping.co.uk

● 5 frame nucleus of bees
● Bred in Beautiful Devon following the 

Buckfast standard
● Suitable for National & WBC hives
● £50 deposit now – pay balance of £200 on collection
● Call 0344 326 2070 or visit 

beekeeping.co.uk/live-bees

Inverted sugar paste with macronutrients 
for bee development. 
An effective pollen substitute, which provides all the necessary 
macronutrients for the proper development of bees and 
stimulates the hive between blooming seasons.
•  Provides all the benefi ts of pollen in the feeding of the beehive
•  Allows for the recovery of protein reserves
•  No residue is left in the 

beehive, avoiding honey 
contamination

•  Suitable for year-round 
feeding

Apipasta Plus 1kg tray
WAS £2.95  NOW £2.65

SAVE 10%

1 month

                2020 1 month

2 months

4842 NBS_DevonBeeKeeping_210x150_Feb2020.indd   1 13/12/2019   13:41
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bbka.org.uk

Devon Apicultural 
  Research Group

dargbees.org

National Bee Unit nationalbeeunit.com

For independent subscribers in the UK the 
annual subscription to Beekeeping in 2020 
is £14.50. 
Outside the UK the rates are: 
Within Europe £30.50  
Outside Europe £37.50 
Payment must be made in Sterling drawn 
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Please apply to:-
Lilah Killock 
Fosbery 
Bridgetown 
Totnes TQ9 5BA
Email: editor@devonbeekeepers.org.uk 
Make your cheque payable to 
“Devon Beekeepers' Association”
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Buzz Word
Viv Thorn, DBKA Chair

Happy New year to all Devon Beekeepers! It is my great 
pleasure to take up the Chair of Devon Beekeepers and 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank our previous Chair, 
now President of DBKA, Tony Lindsell, for all his hard work 
and enthusiasm in progressing the work of our Association 
during the last three years. In fact, a big Thank You should 
go out to all of you who give up their free time to devote to 
caring for our honey bees and for furthering the knowledge 
of beekeepers and the general public in their importance.

I have three main aims for the time I shall hold the Chair. 
The first is to enable communication. For any relationship 
to be successful, people need to speak clearly, be able to 
listen to others in the relationship and to hear and act on what is being said. It’s a 
two-way road, backwards and forwards, and that’s something we need to get better 
at. Members of our Executive Committee are mandated by the eleven Branches that 
make up Devon Beekeepers to manage the Association, but that means hearing what 
the Branches need and want, and letting Branches know how we plan to do that. So, 
please, use your Executive Delegate to do this. You will be able to find out who they 
are from your Branch Secretary or as published on the Devon website.

Secondly, we need to improve education. That doesn’t necessarily mean taking 
examinations; learning comes in all sorts of forms and we need to be responsive 
to how members want to learn, be that through study groups, lectures or practical 
demonstrations. DBKA has formed an Education Sub-Committee and we hope to 
publish a strategy for learning in the next few months. I have already undertaken a 
survey of Branches on what is happening now and what would appeal to members in 
the future.  So if you have a view on that, please get in touch.

Thirdly, it’s all about spring cleaning! I have never been the domestic goddess 
type, but as a doctor, I  know that a certain level of hygiene is required to keep us 
all healthy. What I mean about spring cleaning, is get your Branch in order. Much 
conflict can be avoided if everyone knows where they stand and what is expected 
of them. I presume most Branches will be following the DBKA Constitution, but how 
many of you have read this recently? Do your members understand the role of each 
of its Committee Officers and the process for getting items on the agenda, minuting 
the meeting, having action points come from meetings, which are then reviewed at 
subsequent meetings? Too often meetings have a lot of talking, but no conclusion 
is reached.  Is your Chair a person who can keep control of the meeting, run it to 
time and ensure that actions are completed? Is there a process for appointing an 
Apiary Manager and team, are their roles clear and is the whole Branch working 
towards the same goals? Does your Executive Delegate feed back to the Branch 
and vice-versa? How do you communicate with your members and most importantly, 
get feedback from them?  We can learn a lot from our bees about this. The hive is 
managed efficiently, every bee understanding its role and working for the good of the 
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community. Let’s see if we can emulate that in our Branches.

Tasks for January: I will shortly be off to the Annual Delegate’s Meeting in Telford. 
This is a meeting where Associations are able to put forward proposals on how the 
BBKA should be run. I’ll report back next time. We also have our Branch Annual 
Dinner in January which I am looking forward to.

Time for me to clean the bee hut and equipment. I have mahonia, weigela, roses, 
daisies, alstromeria, cystis all out in the garden, and bees are flying on warm days. I’ll 
be keeping an eye on food stores and feeding candy if required. 

Enjoy your beekeeping, love your bees and treasure your fellow beekeepers!

Devon Beekeepers' Day
Lilah Killock

Saturday 9 December meant an early start for 
me to drive across the county to get to the Devon 
Beekeepers' Day at Quince Honey Farm in South 
Molton.  The Honey Farm has moved from the Old 
Workhouse site in the town to new premises out by 
the A361, the North Devon Link Road, and it is clear 
that in time it will be a beautiful visitor attraction 
with modern spacious and fit for purpose buildings, 
landscaped grounds, children's play areas, etc, but 
last December I found it at the end of a long, muddy, 
potholed track and the wind buffeted me as I left 
my car.  But inside the new main building with its 
excellent reception area and restaurant, it was lovely and warm.  All too soon, I was 
ushered out of a side door to the Honey Shed where the meeting was to be held.

The Honey Shed has one wall of perspex to allow public viewing of the hives 
outside, and in spite of the large fan heaters installed for the day, it was a tad chilly.  
Luckily there were lots of attendees to warm the space.  People kept arriving and 
the two banks of chairs quickly filled up, and other seats had to be fetched from 
elsewhere.  

North Devon Branch had organised the Day, and it went off without a hitch.  
Several of the Branches had brought along displays, and the raffle prizes display took 
up a whole table.  (Other organisations, eg NBU, DARG and AHAT had their tables in 
the main building.)

Chris Smith, the outgoing President, welcomed everyone, and after a brief 
introduction including a minute's silence for departed members during which the rain 
began to drum down on the roof above, it was straight into the business of the AGM.

Barry Neal, DBKA General Secretary, reported that there had been five Devon 
Executive Council meetings in 2019.  A significant number of Branch Officer and 
Committee member changes had been made at the 2019 Branch AGMs held in 
November. Several minor amendments to the DBKA Governing Document had been 
made during the year.  As regards the BBKA recording system (known as eR2), it had 

A welcome hot drink in the Quince 
Restaurant before the start
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continued to see improvements and additional functions during the year, the most 
significant of which was the introduction of on-line membership renewal.

The Bee Health Day hosted by Tiverton Branch on 13 July had been very 
successful and very enjoyable.

Devon Beekeepers had received a grant of £2,500 from the Foxgloves Charitable 
Trust for work on Asian Hornet initiatives and the Asian Hornet Action Team continue 
to develop their preparedness and are working with neighbouring Associations to 
ensure a consistent approach across the South West.

DBKA’s 20-year endowment with the National Honey Show for the two classes 
sponsored by the county started in 2019. Devon is represented on the NHS Council 
by Chris Utting and Jack Mummery.  Devon is the holder of 84 shares in Bee Craft 
magazine and the three trustees appointed by the EC as shareholders are Alan 

DBKA donated £500 from the 
President's Fund to Bees for 

Development last November.  This 
contribution was doubled under the 

umbrella of the Big Give 
 www.thebiggive.org.uk 
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Binge, Christopher Smith, and Tony Lindsell.

The EC had agreed to introduce a new membership category, Schools and 
Educational Establishments, for those schools and educational establishments 
who wish to keep bees in their own right and wish to take a full part in all aspects of 
DBKA. They would be able to have on-line access to the Bees in the Curriculum area 
of the BBKA website, and access to the Junior Assessment, without charge.

Ken Basterfield had stood down as DBKA Education Officer during the year. An 
Education Sub-Committee had been formed and its Terms of Reference had recently 
been agreed.

The year had seen a few new classes introduced at Devon County Show.  These 
had worked well.  There were some 420 competition entries which resulted in more 
prizes, awards, and monies paid out. The marquee was awarded the Devon County 
Show Features Silver Medal.  John Roberts won the Blue Ribbon. Okehampton 
Branch won the Stevenson Trophy. Torbay Branch won the Divisional Cup.  Both 
BBC and ITV local news had reported on the Bees and Honey display. 

Barry reported that the BBKA had finalised its move to become a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation (CIO). BBKA EC meeting summaries are now published 
on the BBKA website. There is also a spreadsheet of ADM propositions in order to 
track progress.

He finished by telling the meeting 
that Devon Beekeepers is a member 
of the South-West Beekeepers’ 
Forum (SWBKF) and representatives 
had attended the three meetings 
held in Somerset during the year.  
The main focus had been on the way 
forward for BBKA and its members; 
the eR2 membership system; the 
BBKA ADMs; and the continued 
Asian Hornet threat.

Alan Binge, the DBKA Treasurer 
then presented the accounts (see 
table for summary) and detailed the 
budget for the coming year.

The election of Officers was 
quickly completed.  Tony Lindsell, 
the outgoing Chair, was elected 
as President, and Viv Thorn was 
elected as his successor.  The one 
vacancy not filled was Education 
Officer.

The morning concluded with a very 
interesting talk by Daisy Headley 
about the work of the Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust.  

STATEMENT OF CONSOLIDATED ASSETS & LIABILITIES

2019 2018

MONETARY ASSETS & LIABILITIES

Cash and bank at 01.10.18 132,616 128,778 

County General           - Account 1 3,335 7,516 

Devon County Show    - Account 2 2,560 821 

Beekeeping                 - Account 3 1,386 (847)

Devon County Show    - Capital expenditure (325) (509)

Branches Surplus / Deficit 6,121 (3,142)

Rounding Adjustment 0 

Cash and Bank at 30.09.19 145,693 132,616 

County 34,176 27,221 

Branches 111,517 105,395 

145,693 132,616 

Sundry Debtors 0 187 

Sundry Creditors 1,056 170 

NON-MONETARY ASSETS

Trophies 25,532 25,743 

Books / videos etc 3,915 3,963 

Apiary Equipment 41,801 41,767 

Stocks ( Honey, labels, etc) 8,090 6,374 

Sundries 21,296 27,717 

Investment in Bee Craft Ltd 1 1 

100,635 105,565 
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After lunch it was time to consider two proposals for County Honorary Members.  

Firstly, Liz Westcott of Torbay Branch proposed that Jim Mogridge be made an 
Honorary Member of Devon Beekeepers.  In her citation, she told the meeting that 
Jim was first introduced to beekeeping approximately seventy years ago, by his 
science teacher.  This was a brief encounter as, at the age of 17, Jim sold his bees to 
buy a motorbike.  Then he got married, set up his own successful building company 
and started to raise a family. But the joy of beekeeping in his early years had not 
been lost on him.  As the family was growing up, Jim decided to take up beekeeping 
again and attended Ron Brown’s courses in Torquay.  With Ron as his mentor, Jim 
kept twenty hives in his back garden.

Jim has been an active and enthusiastic member of Torbay Beekeepers for forty 
years, organising social events, running the apiary, harvesting, processing and 
selling the honey.  Being in the building trade, Jim had a well equipped workshop 
where new members were welcome to come and build their hives at a fraction of 

the cost of buying them.  With such a lively interest in 
bees and love of innovation, as Apiary Manager Jim 
experimented with the different methods of keeping 
bees, such as skeps, tree trunk hives from Africa and 
a variety of standard hives - as much for the interest of 
the membership as for himself.  Queen raising every 
year, Jim said it was such an interesting activity, and 
with the camaraderie of other beekeepers, Jim found it 
a joy to be at the apiary.  It also provided the beginner 
beekeepers with affordable bees to get their hobby 
started and requeened the Branch’s colonies.  

Every year Jim organised a minibus to take Torbay 
Beekeepers to the BBKA Convention.  Each summer 
there were several walks which were carefully planned 
to take in places of interest and a good lunch.  Jim 
ensured that the social side of being a beekeeper was 

as stimulating as the keeping of bees.  
Jim has been an active supporter of countywide activities.  After the Spring 

Convention, it was customary to hold a Celebrity Lecture in Devon, when one of the 
main speakers from the Convention would visit as part of a lecture tour of the country.  
Jim would ensure that transport was available so that a good group of Torbay 
Beekeepers would be able to attend.  

For years, all the equipment at Devon County Show was stored in Torbay.  Jim 
organised all the transport and storage of equipment.  Also at Devon County Show, 
he supplied the bees for the Observation Chamber as well as the flying bees feature, 
and demonstrated the flying bees where people could play at being a beekeeper.  

It was under Jim’s Chairmanship in the Torbay Apiary in 1992 that the Varroa mite 
was discovered as the pest that has plagued our bees in recent years and this, along 
with so many more problems that have recently emerged, means that bees require 
so much more careful management.  Jim remembers when a colony of bees would 
routinely yield eighty to ninety pounds of honey - which is far more than the average 

Jim Mogridge receiving his 
Honorary Membership Award  

from Tony Lindsell
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yield today.

His favourite memory of beekeeping? Taking the bees to the moors and then sitting 
in the heather on a nice sunny evening and listening to the buzz of the bees as they 
go about their work.  

Then, Christopher Smith, proposed Glyn Davies for Honorary Membership of 
DBKA.  In his citation he told the meeting that Glyn had started his ‘career’ as a 
beekeeper in 1976 on joining Newton Abbot Branch. His initial training was under the 
watchful eye of Dick Weatherburn, Henry Luxton, George Buckle and Ron Brown. 
And indeed, as Glyn himself would readily acknowledge, all his training and learning 
has been the result of his being a member of Devon Beekeepers’ Association 
(DBKA). There is no doubt that Glyn has amassed a substantial amount of both 
theoretical and practical knowledge.

As a member of Newton Abbot Branch he firstly became Branch Secretary, then 
Chairman. Whilst still a member of the Branch, he 
was part of a group that worked to secure funding and 
then acquire new buildings and facilities for the Branch 
Apiary.  

Glyn also became Chairman of DBKA, Chairman of 
the South West Counties Joint Consultative Council 
(now the South West Beekeepers Forum), before 
being appointed as the DBKA delegate to the British 
Beekeeping Association (BBKA). He is currently the 
President of the Devon Apicultural Research Group.

Glyn was elected to the BBKA Executive in 1997, 
being a trustee for eight years. During this time he was 
elected as the Chair of BBKA for three years and then 
President for two years, and in 2006 he was awarded 
Honorary Membership of BBKA.

At the same time, Glyn progressed through the BBKA 
examination structure to eventually become a BBKA Master Beekeeper and was 
awarded the Wax Chandlers’ Prize for the best examination achievement in 2006.

Keen to share his own beekeeping knowledge and experience, Glyn has taught 
both Beginner and Module classes in Newton Abbot Branch. He is now the 
educational lead at Torbay Branch. He has also been a BBKA Examiner for the Basic 
and General Bee Husbandry certificates, the BBKA modules, and the Bee Health 
Certificate. 

Part of his desire to share his knowledge and experience has seen him lecture 
across all eleven DBKA branches, and indeed right across the United Kingdom. Not 
wishing to confine himself to the UK, Glyn has lectured in Belgium, Sri Lanka and the 
United States of America. Few, if any of our members, would be able to match that 
work rate.

Amongst other significant contributions to the life of DBKA, Glyn was the Editor of 
the Beekeeping magazine for six years from 2007 to 2013 and during that time he 
introduced colour to its format and oversaw the introduction of direct mailing to our 

Glyn Davies receiving his  
Honorary Membership Award from 

Tony Lindsell
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Successful candidates received their 
exam certificates from Chris Smith
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members and other external subscribers. Glyn has also been a firm supporter of 
DBKA’s presence at Devon County Show and for several years was the voice of the 
live bee demonstrations.

Aware of the strengths of others, Glyn facilitated visits to Devon from internationally 
recognised speakers at the Celebrity Lectures at Seale Hayne College (now 
Hannah’s) over a number of years. Not only would Glyn arrange the events but he 
would provide transport and hospitality for the celebrity guests.

Chris concluded by telling everyone that Glyn has 
consistently given more than could be reasonably 
expected of a member and has done so over a very 
long time. 

After enthusiastic voting, both Jim Mogridge and 
Glyn Davies were given Honorary Membership of 
Devon Beekeepers Association.

Assessment and Examination certificates were 
then presented to the successful candidates who 
had come along to collect them.

The Frank Alston Skep, presented to the 
candidate who gained the most marks in the Basic 
Assessment in 2019, went to Helen Moxey of 
Exeter Branch.

As for the Downing Bowl for the DBKA member who is considered to have 
contributed most to the Association in recent years, this year it was awarded to none 
other than Mike Ticehurst, who is a valued member of the Beekeeping magazine 
team among other things.  

(Initially, Mike worked alongside Glyn Davies and took a big burden from Glyn. He 
is now irreplaceable when it comes to getting the magazine out.  Without him, it just 
wouldn't happen.)

Some years ago, Mike took over the role of DBKA Webmaster from Nigel 
Lawrence - a very hard act to follow - and has kept everything running smoothly 
since, including introducing password protection for the website at short notice. The 
former membership database was his “baby” and he incorporated many innovative 

ideas to aid its success.  He also set up 
the password-protected online Member 
Directory to replace the old paper-based 
Year Book.

The website, magazine and Member 
Directory are year-round tasks, and yet 
he still finds time each year to contribute 
to the Bees and Honey Marquee at the 
Devon County Show.

More recently, he has worked with BBKA 
at a national level on the implementation of 
eR2, the new BBKA membership database, Mike Ticehurst and Barry Neal

Helen Moxey receives the Frank 
Alston skep from Chris Smith



10

4F Radial Motorised £598

Neopoll 1lkg pack - £3.95
             18k box  - £66.60

(fondant with pollen)

Neopoll 1kg pack -   £3.95
           18kg box   - £66.60

(fondant with pollen)

Apifonda 2.5kg pack -  £5.95
             12.5kg box  - £26.50

(Plain fondant)

ApiInvert 14kg pail -  £29.50
(Inverted sugar syrup)

We can also supply all individuals, groups and association with very good rates on bulk
and wholesale purchases & pallet deliveries

We specialise in ASSEMBLED FRAMES Pre-Wired
and ready to use with or without foundation embedded.

Hives - Extractors - Motor Conversions - Filtration - Pre-Wired Frames - Tools/Sundries - Fondant - Poly Insulated Roofs - Bulk Orders

plus all other beekeeping needs

www.parkbeekeeping.com        02086 949960       info@parkbeekeeping.com       London  Est 1985

10 w/foundation
£29.70

10 Frames
£14.75

and has travelled all over Devon 
supporting the Branch Membership 
Secretaries.

Always cheerful and patient, 
never patronising, he is the go-to 
man in the Torbay Branch if they 
need anything made whether a hive 
component or anything else. He is 
an invaluable member of both the 
Branch and DBKA.

After the excitement of the 
presentations, John De Carteret 
took to the floor to update us about 
Jersey's fight against the invasion of 
the Asian hornet.  I heard John speak in Plymouth last time, and found his talk very 
interesting.  I was surprised at how much more I learnt from him this year.  

The day finished with a chance to ask questions, both of John de Carteret 
about the Asian hornet, and then DBKA Officers generally, and the drawing of the 
prizewinning raffle tickets.  Then there were the final Thank Yous to Quince Honey 
Farm for providing the venue, North Devon Branch for organising everything so well, 
the speakers: Daisy Headley and John de Carteret, all those who brought along 
displays and stands, and last, but not least, the DBKA Officers who had worked so 
hard to make everything a success.  

The Honey Shed provided plenty of space for displays
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The next sitting of the Module exams is on Saturday 21 March 2020 and will be 
held as usual at the Buckfast Abbey Conference Centre. Applications to sit the 
modules must be with the Devon Exams Officer by Monday 10 February. 

The application form and details of how to pay the exam fee (£30 per module) can 
be found in the Members' Area of the BBKA website. Forms, and cheques (if the fee 
is not paid by phone to the BBKA), should be sent to: 

Tim Allen, Devon County Exams Officer, Sunnyvale, Langleigh Road, 
Ilfracombe EX34 8EA, or by e-mail to exams.dbka@gmail.com
Please ensure that forms arrive no later than Monday 10 February 2020.

BBKA Module Exams: March 2020

Letter to the Editor
In the December issue of Beekeeping, Celia Davis is reported as stating that the 

sole purpose of a drone is to fly to the DCA and hopefully mate with a queen, which is 
the traditional wisdom.  Tom Seeley stresses that the drone population of a surviving 
feral hive is in the region of 20% at its height, compared to 2-5% in managed hives, 
and asks (1) why is the percentage so much higher in feral colonies? and (2) what 
impact do we have when we remove drone comb as a part of mite control? This gives 
rise to the question Do the drones have a function over and beyond the traditional 
explanation, and if so, what is it?  

I agree wholeheartedly with Glyn Davies and the disadvantages of wearing 
excessive protective bee wear, especially gloves.  My occasional observations of 
British beekeepers have been that they suit up more than US beekeepers, which may 
be a reflection of the defensiveness of the bees in the different locations.  One of the 
things we stress in our bee classes is wash your bee suit frequently, because if the 
bees do leave a stinger in the suit, the associated pheromones can act as a magnet 
for other bees.  

Lastly, I enjoyed Graham Kingham’s article on the proventriculus. My impression 
is that a foraging bee takes up nectar from the ovule of a flower, or water, which 
passes through the oesophagus to the proventriculus, as Graham describes in the 
first paragraph.  The description then moves to pollen and the filiform. I was under 
the false impression that pollen was collected only externally on the hairs of the 
exoskeleton, from which it is concentrated in the corbicullae, and then transported to 
a cell in the hive where it is combined with nectar to form bee bread. 

Graham mentions pollen in suspension and the two principal food items getting 
separate treatment.  I’m intrigued as to how pollen gets suspended in the nectar /
water in the first place?

Jeremy Barnes, Seven Valleys, Pennsylvania

Editor's Note: Thank you, Jeremy for your thought-provoking observations.  I have 
just been reminded to wash my bee suit.  What opinions do other readers hold?



12

Here are two stories that seem appropriate mid-winter, as we spend time reflecting 
on the bee season past, and the year that is yet to come. 

In October, a book group of mainly medical men chose Our Green Cathedral 
for their monthly book choice and invited me to attend.  One of those present, 
Jay Jackson, a retired OBGYN doctor, photographer and wine connoisseur, was 
sufficiently intrigued to ask to visit my apiary.  After the requisite walk through the 
hives we joined Mary in the kitchen for a cup of tea, during which Jay recounted an 
analogy he shares with the college students in his photography classes.

Many of us spend the first part of our lives ‘standing on one leg’ as we struggle to 
make a living, master our profession and raise a family.   And, to refer back to the 
previous column, our fluid brains respond positively to challenges requiring energy, 
analysis and application.  

If we are fortunate, and often in our more crystallised years, we discover a ‘second’ 
leg - an interest which becomes a passion - and realise that when we stand on 
both we are not only more balanced but we can start to walk, one step at a time, 
and progress down paths previously unanticipated.  For Jay that second leg was 
photography.  For Mary, a family physician, it was art, poetry and reading.  In both 
cases, their first leg was scientific, right brained; the second was creative, left 
brained.  

Tug Boats and Tankers
Jeremy Barnes
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Robert and Michele Root-Bernstein, researchers at Michigan State University, in 

their study of the avocational interests of Nobel Prize winners in Economics, Peace, 
Literature and Science, argue that arts and crafts foster scientific creativity. Indeed, 
Nobel Laureates have about three times more creative, imaginative outlets than the 
general US public. There are many examples: Madame Curie and long-distance 
cycling, Nikola Tesla and pigeons, Enrico Fermi and tennis, Erwin Schrodinger 
and dollhouse furniture, and, famously, Einstein and the violin. After Einstein 
had performed for a violin maestro (I believe it was Jascha Heifetz) he asked for 
feedback.  “It was relatively good,” the virtuoso is said to have replied.

I wonder if, for many of us, beekeeping is that second leg which offers a sense 
of balance and unrealised fulfillment.  Certainly, in my case it has taken me down 
roads I could not have imagined twenty years ago.  And unlike Jay and Mary, the 
mainstream of my career was first history, particularly the teaching thereof, which is 
an art-form, and secondly group dynamics and the part they plan in effective learning.  
Beekeeping has a more scientific element to it, as well as an intimate contact with the 
natural world, and I find quiet delight, in my more crystallised years, of marrying the 
various parts. 

Writing of which, I guess that for many of us a successful marriage is when our 
one leg is wedded to that of another person in such a way as to bring a sense of 
equilibrium as well as of confidence and assertiveness in a partnership that take us 
down paths we would not walk alone. 

The second story began on July 31 when Mary had a pacemaker installed.  There 
was a minor complication and she ended up spending two nights in the hospital, 
which provided the opportunity to observe her interactions with the doctors and 
nursing staff. 

There seemed to be two genres of each.  Some doctors would enter the room, 
address Mary directly, stand by the bed looking down at her, interrupt as she told her 
history, give their opinion and, with one hand on the door handle, ask if there were 
any questions.  

The impression was they were the authority, they were in charge, and they were 
busy. It didn’t help that in two instances they were tall, white men.   

The second kind would come into the room, address Mary as ‘Doctor Barnes’ out 
of respect for their mutual knowledge bases, shake hands with everyone in the room, 
draw up a chair next to the bed so they were at eye level with the patient, listen 
without interruption to the history and ask clarifying questions only at the end, muse 
openly on various courses of treatment with input from Mary, check that others in the 
room understood, asked if we, the visitors, had questions, and only then stand up 
and move towards the door, acknowledging again who was present in support of the 
patient. 

The impression was that this was a collaborative team effort, with the doctor as an 
informed facilitator and everyone bringing something of value to the table. 

Remarkably, one of the best examples of the latter was in the Emergency Room, 
which is where one would most expect the abrupt, fast-moving, decisive physician, 
which I have no doubt he could be if the occasion so warranted. Instead, in the 
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absence of an immediate emergency, he was quiet, deliberative, discursive and 
unhurried. It was a startling example of what Hersey and Blanchard label Situation 
Leadership, in which one’s leadership style is not fixed in stone but is responsive 
to what they label the ‘maturity’ of the followers, ie a combination of the ability to 
complete the task at hand and the quality of the relationship between leader and 
followers.  As such it can range from laissez faire / delegating (eg facilitating a group 
of experienced beekeepers, who have convened to discuss a new aspect of their 
hobby) to authoritarian / telling (eg teaching a nubee on the basics of keeping honey 
bees).

Maturity in this sense has nothing to do with age.  The nubee may be sixteen 
years old or sixty, but he requires a different type of leadership and instruction from 
one who has ten years under his belt.  This is one of the challenges faced at club 
meetings when there can be a wide range of competence and confidence in the 
room, all seeking some kind of fulfillment. 

Like the doctors, the nurses were notably proficient.  Some would enter the room 
quietly, take the vital signs, check the IV, and leave.  Others would do exactly the 
same, but chatted continuously, explaining what they were doing, asking how the 
patient was feeling, describing what the weather was like outside and if there was 
any thing he/she could bring for the rest of us.

There was no difference in the tasks they did; the distinction lay in how they did 
them. The latter included the patient as an integral part, rather than the object, of the 
process. 

Beekeepers with small apiaries have a distinct advantage compared with the larger 
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commercial operations.  It is like the comparison between an oil tanker and a tug 
boat.  The largest example of the former is the Knock Nevis, which takes 5.5 miles to 
stop with a turning circle in excess of two miles and taking 15 minutes to turn 180º.  
The Edward J. Morgan, by comparison, a modern ocean-going tug boat, can go from 
13 knots forward to 13 knots in reverse in 15 seconds, and can pivot 360º within her 
own length.

My thought then, is how do we approach a colony of honey bees? Do we see 
ourselves as a large vessel set on a predetermined path, reluctant to slow down or 
change course, make decisions based on our preconceived perceptions of what is 
good for the colony (or the corporation).  In other words, exercise a top-down, one 
way, authoritarian management style in which we have the power and jurisdiction?

Or do we approach slowly and gently, spending significant time observing the 
entrance to the hive before so much as lighting the smoker?  We know, for example, 
that pollen coming into the hive indicates the presence of larvae in the brood area 
that need to be fed, and we can distinguish between returning foragers and robbing 
behaviours.  

Heinrich Storch in At the Hive Entrance suggests, for example, that bees with 
swollen abdomens rushing into the hive are water carriers and that an increased 
need for water indicates an increase in egg laying.  Or that foragers arriving at the 
colony a little below the hive entrance, so that they have to fly upwards as they 
approach, are laden with nectar.  My first mentor, on approaching a hive, would 
spend at least a minute looking intently at the ground in front of the hive entrance; it 
was he who first showed me a dead bee with her orange proboscis extended, a sign 
of a toxic kill. 

Do we listen to the colony before removing the outer cover and adding smoke, 
and note how that sound changes as we continue with the inspection?  Do we talk 
to the bees as we work, consciously harmonising with what they are telling us?  My 
worst experience resulted from ignoring an ominous change in the music of the hive 
because I was hurried and wanted to get everything done in one session.  

Do we take time to ‘read’ the frames and make decisions based on our 
observations, even if they are contrary to what we had anticipated?  In other words, 
do we see the girls, our patients, as integral parts of the process?  Are we willing 
to collaborate with them and be willing to manoeuvre adeptly in response to the 
situation they present to us?

I recall many years ago hearing two examples of a visit to a family physician.  In 
the first instance, the doctor was very confident, diagnosed the ailment quickly and 
prescribed a treatment.  In the second case, the doctor suggested that there might 
be more than one cause of the illness, that he or she could not be certain of what 
was paramount, suggested an initial plan of action with a follow-up plan if it was not 
successful, and arranged for a consequent visit if needed.  

We like the first doctor, because of the confidence exhibited, but the second is 
probably a better practitioner, because of the ability to embrace uncertainty.  

In the same way the oil tanker has its place on the ocean’s seaways, but it’s the 
tugboat that does the fine tuning as the former arrives at and departs from a harbour.



16

homehardware

MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

At 164 Fore Street, Exeter
Top quality equipment

Hives, frames, foundations and tools.
Main agents for E.H.THORNE

For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com

ADAMS

Devon County Show
Liz Westcott

Now that the distraction of Christmas and New Year celebrations are done, my 
attention is turning to the more important things in life: bees, beekeeping, honey, wax 
and preparing said honey and wax for the Show Table.  The Devon County Show 
Schedule has been sent to the printers and we are all very excited at all the new 
classes on offer.  I think it only fair to flag up one or two items that would benefit from 
advance notice, should you be thinking of entering anything in the Show in May.  

Last year we introduced a new class for chutney, made to your own recipe (but 
should include honey) to be judged in conjunction with Quicke’s Extra Mature 
Cheddar Cheese. This proved very popular and, as chutney improves with keeping, I 
thought you might like a nod to confirm it will be included in this year's Schedule.  

Another new class last year which was well subscribed, was Decorate a 
Wheelbarrow.  Not only were the wheelbarrows beautifully decorated, they were also 
planted with all sorts of interesting plants.  Once again, plants need time to grow 
and establish themselves so, if you are planning on entering this class, you might 
appreciate the ‘heads up’ on this.  National Bee Supplies still stock the miniature 
wooden wheelbarrows that make an excellent display for your garden once they have 
won a prize at the Show!  

A new class being introduced this year that I am very excited about is the Decorate 
a Super Class.  We plan to stack the supers one on top the other to make a Super 
Totem Pole and so we are stipulating that the supers should be wooden (not 
polystyrene) and should be either National or Commercial in order that they are the 
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correct dimensions for stacking.  The decoration can be in any style – you have a 
completely free rein – but the more colourful and imaginative the better.

We will have the usual Cookery Classes – see the Schedule for recipes – but an 
additional new class this year is A Honey Cake Cooked to Your Own Recipe.  This, I 
feel, will allow all to enter, whatever their dietary needs or tastes.

Of course, all these new classes will need stewarding.  (The public seems to have 
a never-ending thirst for knowledge about bees and beekeeping.)   Please consider 
volunteering to steward for half a day at the Show.  You will be given a free entry 
ticket for the day and so will have half a day to visit the rest of the Show.  If you would 
like to volunteer for a day’s stewarding, please email dcsvolunteers@outlook.com or 
me at lizwestcott@me.com.

I would like to thank everyone, including the Branches, who donated honey to the 
Taste of Honey Stall last year.  Most Branches with their own apiaries donated on 
average six jars of honey.  The Bees and Honey Tent at Devon County Show is after 
all a shop window for all that's best about Devon Beekeepers and it is good that we 
are supported by Branches around the county.  Last year was a particularly good 
year for our bees and, hopefully, you will be able to demonstrate the same generosity 
again.  Equally, I would hope that those of you who sell your honey at the Show will 
benefit from sending a couple of jars to the Taste of Honey Stall.  Invariably, when 
people buy a scone with clotted cream and honey, they want to know whose honey 
they are eating and then ask for that honey by name when they buy a jar at Honey 
Sales.  

And finally, I would ask you to consider entering the Stevenson’s Trophy 
competition.  This is a Branch entry that is usually educational, interactive, colourful 
and engaging with the public to explain or demonstrate a certain aspect of bees or 
beekeeping.  It was devised by Mr Stevenson in an attempt to promote team building 
and camaraderie within the Branches.  It should be undertaken by a team rather than 
an individual.  The space allocated to your display will be approximately two six-foot 
tables.  If you do plan to make a Stevenson’s Trophy entry please could you notify 
me in advance as I need to include it in my plans when working out the floor plan of 
the Show.  It would also be helpful to give me an overview of your display so that two 
displays of similar topics are not positioned next to each other.

Devon has a lot of beekeepers who are quite new to the art of keeping bees and 
have not yet had any experience in Showing.  On Saturday, 14 March, the South 
Devon Honey Show will be held at the Dartmoor Whisky Distillery in Bovey Tracey.  
This is an excellent opportunity to have a practice attempt and to try your hand at 
making candles or processing honey for showing.  The Schedule for the South Devon 
Honey Show will be available from mid-January from the Newton Abbot BKA website 
or you can email Ruth Mountford at rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk and she will 
send you a copy.  Please remember there are lots of classes for people who may 
not have any wax or honey.  Why not try your hand at photography, art, cookery or 
poetry?

I hope that you will focus on whatever you are good at in the realm of beekeeping 
and endeavour to bring one or two entries along to the Devon County Show in May.  
Our Bees and Honey feature is a joint effort of beekeepers from across the county 
and working together we can produce so much more.  I look forward to seeing you 
and working with you in May. Together, we will be magnificent!
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Going With the Flow
Part 6: First Inspection

Andy Bullen
It's my first inspection.  I want to do it alone, so during the week I drive to the 

Apiary after work.  It’s a good night to do it as the weather is nice and calm.
The first thing to say is that there are loads of bees zipping in and out of my 

hive, so I know they are OK.  I get to work quickly.  There’s no super at this stage, 
so I undo the two screws either side of the roof that 
keeps it from blowing off and put it to one side.  The 
roof is pitched, so I place the apex towards the ground 
between two concrete blocks to keep it level and easy 
to place anything on top.  The crown board is placed on 
top of the roof.  There’s no Queen excluder at this point, 
as there’s no need.  

The girls are very calm, but I can see they have been 
working their socks off.  The six-frame nucleus is now 
seven and a bit frames.  I remove the dummy board 
and think, The way they’re going, the brood box will be 
full in a few days.  I haven’t brought the super with me, 
but I do have a spare frame.  I exchange the dummy 
board for the spare frame, giving them enough space to 
grow.  I check all the frames and find Her Majesty (Flo) 
quite quickly - a minor miracle for me.  There is brood in all stages and plenty of 
stores. I plan to return in a couple of days and put the Flow super on.  
Two days later

I remove the roof as before, place the crown board on top of the roof and then 
place the Flow super on the brood box.  

The Flow super is like any other super, except it has plastic frames which are 
about two inches wide.  In my case there are six Flow super frames.  Inside each 
frame are ready-formed honeycomb shaped cells, making it unnecessary for the 
bees to draw any wax.  The idea is they clean the individual cells and place the 
honey inside and then seal them in the normal way.

In order to retrieve any honey, the frames first need to be closed, a manoeuvre 
that entails an ‘L-shaped' metal tool being inserted into the top of the frame on 
the outside, and then turned.  Then, once full of honey and sealed with wax, the 
cells need to be cracked opened by turning the metal tool in the opposite direction.  
Small pipes fit to the bottom of each frame, with the honey jars sitting directly 
underneath.  You then simply watch the honey flow straight out into your jars. You 
can take one frame of honey, or as many as you like, without disturbing the bees. 

I close all the frames with the metal tool (it’s also advised to do this after any 
travelling as movement might open the honeycomb). The crown board goes back 
on top of the Flow super and the roof on top of that.  

Next month: Guilty of yet another schoolboy error!
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For Sale
6 Frame Nuclei

Overwintered nuclei in strong  
non returnable corrugated travelling  

nuc boxes
BS National brood frames

Easy to handle dark British bees
2019 Queen marked green

Available for collection from end of 
March weather permitting - £160.00

Hive of bees £260.00

    Contact:   
Michael Symons    
Marston Lodge
Taddyforde Estate
New North Road
Exeter, EX4 4AT

    Tel: 01392 412249 / 07795 466130
    Email: mesymons@yahoo.co.uk

www.thebeeshop.co.uk

Quality Beekeeper 
Clothing 

At Affordable Prices

Full Suits, 
Smocks, Bee Vests & 

Veils 
Full Adult Beekeeper Suit  
from £55 (free postage)

Email: 
michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com

WE NEED YOUR HONEY!
for the

DEVON COUNTY SHOW  
21st, 22nd and 23rd May, 2020

Honey and hive products are needed for the Devon County Show:    
honey, heather honey, chunk honey, cut comb, sections, wax, furniture 

polish, candles, face & body products, fudge, jams, etc      
If it’s related to bees … You make it and we’ll sell it! 

Please contact Rebecca (details below) if you plan to submit stock for 
sale, or to give an indication of what you might have available.  

Rebecca Beveridge
Torbay BKA and DBKA Honey Show Committee

Email: beveridge3@mac.com
Tel: 01760 444444 / 0773 4144147
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For Sale

Beryl Smailes
Beekeepers in North Devon were saddened to hear 

the news of the sudden death of Beryl Smailes, one 
of their Branch Honorary Members, at her retirement 
village in Auckland, New Zealand, on 2 November. It 
was a shock to her large family in New Zealand and 
Australia, as up to that point she had been as well as 
can be expected for a 91-year old getting on with her 
independent life. 

Beryl joined the North Devon Branch in the late 
1980s and soon became a member of the Committee 
and eventually Branch Chairman. She represented the 
branch at the DBKA EC meetings for many years and 

held the position of County Examinations Secretary. She was very active as a worker 
at Horestone Apiary and became involved for some time in the apiary management.

She was part of a study group with Chris Utting, the late Duncan Weaver and Fred 
Rice of Exeter, led by Master Beekeeper, Kay Thomas. Over several years the group 
worked their way through all the BBKA examination modules with all four obtaining 
the Advanced Certificate in Proficiency in Apiculture in 1999.  For several years Beryl 
and Chris ran an evening class for beginners at Petroc College. 

Before becoming so active in beekeeping, Beryl was the secretary of the local 
Ramblers Association and a keen bell ringer. She was an accomplished watercolour 
artist. 

In recognition of her service to the Branch, Beryl was awarded Honorary Life 
Membership. Shortly after the death of her husband, Tony, in 2010 Beryl returned to 
where she was born, North Island, New Zealand, where she was happy to be known 
as the senior aunt of her large Kiwi family.

For sale  Two 15lb buckets of filtered Oilseed Rape honey. £90 for the two. Contact 
Bryony on 01803 782567

6-frame overwintered nucs with local bred queens. £170.00 collection only. For 
more details and to order, please contact Imogen – Artemis Bees 07910 235891 or 
email: imohall@yahoo.co.uk

Honey for sale  The Newton Abbot Branch have honey for sale at £4 per lb in 30lb 
tubs (approx weight). If you are interested please contact Ruth Mountford by e-mail at 
rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk

Pure Torbay Honey 30lb (appox) buckets. £100 per bucket plus £5.00 bucket 
deposit.  Telephone 01803 851552, evenings
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This event, to be held on Saturday 15 February 2020 at Harrowbarrow & Metherell 
Village Hall, is a chance to meet beekeepers and scientists saving our native dark 
honeybee.  The morning will see presentations covering research relevant to native 
bees by collaborating research scientists from the Roslin Institute and The University 
of Plymouth.
Morning Session

Honey bee, genetics, adaptation, conservation and sustainable beekeeping
1.  Norman Carreck, Sussex University Why we need to conserve the dark 

European honey bee.
2.  Dr Mark Barnett, Edinburgh University Molecular biology techniques to 

analyse honey bee health and genetic diversity.
3.  Victoria Buswell, University of Plymouth Changes in introgression levels 

of Cornish Apis mellifera mellifera. The aim of this study is to compare 
population changes in degrees of introgression in Cornish populations of Apis 
mellifera mellifera using samples from two sampling periods (2015 and 2018).

4.  Dr David Wragg, Edinburgh University Why bees need big data.
Afternoon Session

Apiary group contributions from the South West, presenting achievements, goals, 
events and participation opportunities.

1.  Nick Bentham, Green Chairman of BIBBA and B4  
BIBBA and B4 achievements and aspirations - how can you help?

2.  Rodger Dewhurst, Eden
3.  Mount Edgcumbe, Cornish Bee Group
4.  Matthew Elmes, Pollenize https://www.pollenize.org.uk
5.  Gerry Stuart, AHAT
6.  Michael Leigh-Mallory, British Native Black Bee Breeders Group UK  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/577082519349223
The B4 Project is a Community Interest Company representing a group of 

beekeepers whose aim is to protect the UK’s native honey bee, Apis mellifera 
mellifera.  The Heritage Lottery Fund supported a partnership between B4, Plymouth 
University, Eden, Paignton Zoo and the Lost Gardens of Heligan. This enabled B4 to 
commission preliminary genetic research, which revealed that, while there has been 
a great deal of hybridisation, Cornwall still retains some relatively pure specimens of 
Apis mellifera mellifera.

For more details and tickets visit:
https://www.b4project.co.uk/upcoming-events
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/b4-project-sustainable-beekeeping-a-future-without-
imports-2020-tickets-84407616453

Forthcoming Event
Sustainable Beekeeping: A Future Without Imports 

Organised by Andrew Brown, The B4 Project
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Diary Dates

East Devon eastdevonbk.co.uk 01404 841629

Exeter exeterbeekeepers.org.uk 01392 832956

Holsworthy holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk 01237 440165

Newton Abbot nabk.org.uk rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk

North Devon northdevonbees.org 07791 679283

Okehampton okehamptonbee.co.uk 01363 82361

Plymouth plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk 01752 338279

Tavistock events.tavistockbeekeepers@gmail.com 07709 977646

Tiverton tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk 01363 860252

Torbay tbbk.co.uk 01803 844804

Totnes & Kingsbridge totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com 01803 866028

Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the Branch 
Secretary first. Contact details are: 

February
Sun 2 10:00am Plymouth Module Study Group (Branch Apiary)
Mon 3 7:00pm Exeter Exeter Microscopy Group (Newcourt Community 

Centre)
Mon 3 7:30pm Torbay Introduction to Beekeeping Beginner's Course (St 

Paul's Church, Paignton)
Thu 6 7:00pm Totnes & 

Kingsbridge
Beginners Follow-on Course Session 1 
(St Luke's Church, Buckfastleigh)

Thu 6 7:30pm East Devon Lynne Ingram Managing Bees for Oilseed Rape 
(Kilmington Village Hall)

Sat 8 2:00pm Newton Abbot Clare Densley, Buckfast Abbey Feeding, Why, 
When and How (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 8 7:00pm Tiverton Social with Taunton Beekeepers (White Horse Inn, 
Bradford-on-Tone)

Mon 10 7:30pm Holsworthy Sue Holt Speaker (The Stables, Chilsworthy)
Mon 10 7:30pm Torbay Liz Westcott Preparing Wax for the Show Table 

(St Paul's Church, Paignton)
Tue 11 7:30pm Exeter Bill Summers Zest Hive, the New DIY Hive for 

Healthy Beekeeping (Topsham Rugby Club)
Tue 11 7:30pm Plymouth Speaker TBC (Blindmans Wood Scout Centre)
Thu 13 7:30pm Okehampton Simon Jones Queen Rearing (Whiddon Down 

Village Hall)
Fri 14 7:30pm North Devon Honey Bee vs Beekeeper Centred Care  

(Castle Centre, Barnstaple)
Sat 15 10:00am Newton Abbot Mick Male Skep Making Course Part 2 - Book 

through Exeter Branch (Clay Lane Apiary)
Sun 16 10:00am Plymouth Module Study Group (Branch Apiary)
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Mon 17 7:00pm Exeter Start of 6-week Beginner's Course (Broadclyst 

Village Hall)
Mon 17 7:30pm Torbay Introduction to Beekeeping Beginner's Course 

(St Paul's Church, Paignton)
Tue 18 7:00pm Exeter Start of 6-week Bee Husbandry Introduction 

Course (Broadclyst Village Hall)
Wed 19 7:30pm Tavistock Dr Mike Reddy The History of Skep Making 

(Tavistock Parish Rooms)
Wed 19 7:30pm Tiverton Maggie Northy Bee Ready for Swarming 

(Uplowman Village Hall)
Sat 22 9:30am Holsworthy 2020 Convention holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk 

(Memorial Hall, Holsworthy)  See back cover
Sat 22 10:00am Newton Abbot Mick Male Skep Making Course Part 2 - Book 

through Torbay Branch (Clay Lane Apiary)
Sun 23 10:00am Plymouth Wax Extraction and Frame Making  

(Branch Apiary)
Sat 29 10:00am Newton Abbot Mick Male Skep Making Course Part 1 - Book 

through Newton Abbot (Clay Lane Apiary)
March
Sun 1 10:00am Plymouth Improver's Meeting (Branch Apiary)
Mon 2 7:30pm Torbay Introduction to Beekeeping Beginner's Course  

(St Paul's Church, Paignton)
Thu 5 7:30pm East Devon Dr Sarah Bunker Asian Hornet: Jersey Experience 

(Kilmington Village Hall)
Sat 7 2:00pm Newton Abbot Branch Maintenance Day (Clay Lane Apiary)
Sun 8 10:00am Plymouth Beginner's Course 1 (Branch Apiary)
Thu 12 7:30pm Okehampton Tips and Hacks (Whiddon Down Village Hall)
Fri 13 7:30pm North Devon Preparing for the Honey Show (Castle Centre, 

Barnstaple)
Sat 14 All day Newton Abbot South Devon Honey Show (Dartmoor Whisky 

Distillery, Bovey Tracy)
Sun 15 10:00am Plymouth Apiary Maintenance and BBKA Basic Assessment 

Support (Branch Apiary)
Mon 16 7:30pm Torbay Introduction to Beekeeping Beginner's Course  

(St Paul's Church, Paignton)
Wed 18 7:30pm Tiverton Asian Hornet Exercise (Uplowman Village Hall)
Thu 19 7:30pm Tavistock James Bright, BBWear The Ultra Beesuit 

(Tavistock Parish Rooms)
Sat 21 2:00pm Newton Abbot Mick Male Skep Making Course Part 2 - Book 

through Newton Abbot (Clay Lane Apiary)
Sun 22 10:00am Plymouth Beginner's Course 2 (Branch Apiary)
Mon 23 7:30pm Exeter Glyn Davies (Topsham Rugby Club)
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Holsworthy 
Beekeepers Convention

Holsworthy Memorial Hall, Holsworthy EX22 6DJ

Saturday 22 February

Printed by Newton Print, Collett Way, Brunel Ind. Estate, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 4PH
Tel: 01626 368986 - www.newtonprint.co.uk

Trade stalls 
Reception opens 9 am
Adults £20, Juniors £6

Includes lunch, coffee and tea
Advance booking essential

See www.holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk for details

Prof Stephen Martin 
The Evolution of Natural Varroa 
Tolerance Mechanisms in Various 
Beekeeping Populations 

Paula Carnell
Keeping the Buzz

Dr Anthony Williams, COLOSS
The Causes of Colony Collapse Disorder


