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Chairman's Brood Box
Tony Lindsell

Is it really October already? I find it hard to believe that 
another beekeeping season is over, but having prepared 
our bees for winter we are now enjoying the talks and 
events associated with the autumn and winter season. 
It has been one of the best years for my bees going into 
the winter with strong colonies and heavy stores mainly of 
their own making. I’m hoping that it is a similar experience 
for all of you.

As you will know by now, I like to attend as many 
shows and visit as many of your apiaries as I am able; 
this year has been no exception. I am always impressed 
by the enthusiasm and hard work all our branches, 
through their members, put into organising such valuable 
events. However I do get concerned that a lot of the work falls to a few members 
in each branch. We will soon be into the Branch AGM season, and I would ask that 
you consider helping your branch by coming forward to take on a role and/or offer 
support. If we all do a little then no-one gets overloaded with too much work. 

One of my roles as Chairman is to represent you at the South West Beekeepers’ 
Forum, formerly known as the South West Counties Joint Consultative Council (no 
wonder we changed the name!). The South West Counties Joint Consultative Council 
(SWCJCC) was formed over forty years ago to consider topical beekeeping issues 
in the UK. Its membership represents BBKA member associations in the South West 
(around 25% of the BBKA members) including Avon, Bournemouth and Dorset South, 
Cornwall, West Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Salisbury, Somerset, Wiltshire and Jersey 
BKAs. Guests are invited as well as regional bee inspectors, past BBKA presidents 
from this area and BBKA South West link trustees. 

The Forum members elect a Chairman and Secretary/Treasurer to ensure the 
smooth running of the meetings. Altogether around thirty people may attend the 
meetings which have been held in various venues but now we are lucky to have use 
of the clubhouse belonging to Somerset BKA’s Taunton Branch.

The office of Chairman rotates between participating associations and I think it 
is Devon’s turn in 2020.  Each participating association elects a maximum of three 
representatives but has only one vote. Over recent years there have been three 
meetings a year. A meeting in November convenes after the papers of the BBKA 
Annual Delegates’ Meeting have been published to discuss the budget, nominations 
and propositions. Then a meeting is held in the spring to review the outcome of the 
ADM. The Forum has no authority and is not part of the BBKA. 

Some meetings include a guest speaker to present research matters, aspects of 
beekeeping practice or more political topics.

The inaugural meeting in 1973 was convened by Somerset BKA and its Chairman, 
Mr Sawyer, opened proceedings by recounting the circumstances which led to the 
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meeting. For some time Somerset BKA had been very dissatisfied by the quality of 
services offered to members by the BBKA. At that time, 90% of the BBKA income 
was spent on administration and only l0% on services. There was general agreement 
by attendees at that meeting that services left a lot to be desired and this was thought 
to be due both to failure of communication between the BBKA and area associations, 
and lack of sufficient money.

The Forum is supportive of the BBKA in its objectives and testament to that are the 
numerous trustees, chairmen and presidents that have come from this area - but it is 
not averse to pointing out shortcomings. Recently, the Forum has been very active in 
responding to the BBKA consultation when reviewing its Constitution.  I have found 
the Forum useful and informative through meeting other Beekeepers from across the 
South West, sharing experiences and skills. 
Note on Journal Wrap

Our printers now have a compostable alternative to the plastic sleeve that was 
previously used for posting out Beekeeping magazine.  The material used is derived 
from potato starch, is allergen-free (per EU directive 2003/89) and inherently anti-
static.  It is suitable for domestic composting, completely biodegradable and the 
composting process is non-toxic.

Biodegradation starts when the humidity level is is up to 80%, the temperature is 
over 25°C, and after contact with micro-organisms.  Typical degradation time is up to 
52 weeks. To dispose of the wrapper simply put it into your home compost bin or food 
waste caddy for collection by local authorities.  (Compostable film is not intended for 
landfill, although it will biodegrade eventually depending on the conditions.)
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This Autumn as the 2019 DBKA membership year comes to a close, you will be 
invited via email to renew your DBKA membership online using the data system set 
up by BDI and BBKA, which has been running successfully this year.  Of course, 
members do not have to renew this way if they do not want to: a member can still 
use a paper form as in the past, and send it to the Branch Membership Secretary 
who will process the renewal on their behalf.  However, many members nowadays do 
not use cheque books and tend to do all their bill-paying online, and this new way of 
paying for their membership will suit them.  

During October, all 2019 members with a registered email address, will receive 
an email containing a link to take them to their own form where they can complete 
their renewal information (including any address changes).  Once they click submit, 
and their information is uploaded to the system, the Branch Membership Secretary 
can see what has been uploaded and check the information.  Once the renewal 
information is received, the member will receive details online of the amount due and 
how they can pay, eg, by Bank Transfer (they will receive the Branch's bank account 
details), cash or by posting a cheque.  The Branch Membership Secretary will then 
ensure the member is issued with a receipt.

If any Branch Membership Secretaries would like to discuss how they can use the 
system to make the renewal process straightforward for their members and use it to 
issue further reminders, they should contact me on miket@freedom-computers.co.uk

Online Renewal of Membership for 2020
Mike Ticehurst
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The first Saturday in September is the 
day of the Kingsbridge Show.  This local 
agricultural Show is an important event in 
the local calendar, and in recent years we 
in Totnes & Kingsbridge Beekeepers have 
supported it.  For some years, we held our 
annual Honey Show in the Homecrafts 
Marquee, but we now participate in a 
South Devon Honey Show combining with 
Torbay Beekeepers and Newton Abbot 
Beekeepers, so we restrict ourselves to a 
stand in the Food Marquee at Kingsbridge 
Show.

For the first time this year we took the Branch's observation hive.  Although the 
colony in the box was very small, and there was no brood to be seen, either capped 
or uncapped, the hive still proved to be an immense draw, especially with the 
children, who returned time and time again "to find the queen".  September is getting 
late in the year to have bees on display and the day was quite cool, but the bees 
seem to have settled down well into a snug polystyrene nuc after being united with 
the residue of the colony they left behind.

A week before the Show, very little honey or wax had been offered for sale, 
and very few volunteers had come forward to man the stand; it was very pleasing 
therefore when we opened on the day with products from nine people as well as 
honey and wax from the Branch Apiary, and a team of three full-time and five part-
time helpers including Tony Lindsell, the DBKA Chair, who travelled all the way down 
from Cullompton to lend a hand.  We kept him busy by putting him by the observation 
hive answering questions from the general public.

One of our members had produced 
some lovely beeswax wraps for sale, and 
whilst not everyone bought them, they 
generated a lot of interest and certainly 
impacted on the improved sales of wax 
blocks.

Our Branch covers a big geographical 
area and for me the best part of the day 
was meeting beekeepers from all over 
South Devon who were visiting the Show, 
and, of course, it made all the work 
worthwhile seeing the leaflets about How 
To Get Started, Beginners Course, Asian 
hornet, etc, disappear from the stand.

Kingsbridge Show
Lilah Killock

Trish Gilson and Melanie Pope with  
some of the honey for sale

The observation hive was very popular,  
especially with the children
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Set on the side of a hill with 
views of Dartmoor, there was 
activity from early morning at the 
Okehampton Show Ground on 
8th August.  Arriving ahead of the 
traffic queues is one way of making 
the most of the day which was fine 
and warm, with a touch of mid-
afternoon Oke dampness in the 
air. Still the ground underfoot was 
dry with no risk of vehicles getting 
stuck.

Activity in the Okehampton Beekeepers' marquee was 
well underway by 7.30 am.  It was very clear to beekeepers 
where the entries for each class should be staged and 
our Show Secretary, Malcolm Craig, was on hand to help 
with labels, clear bags and plates for cookery classes, and 
sleeves to cover the honey jars for the Taste and Aroma 
class.

Apart from the fine displays of honey, wax and 
cookery classes, the Beekeepers' tent boasted the First-
prizewinning Stevenson Trophy display from the Devon 
Show, explaining how chemicals stay in the soil affecting 
insects and other wildlife long after being applied.  There 
was a candle-rolling table, the opportunity for visitors to 
taste and buy a variety local honeys, a display on the 

perilous Asian hornet and Mrs Westcott's 
stand with her extensive range of hive 
products for sale.  Of course one of 
the big attractions in the Beekeepers' 
marquee is the observation hive, with 
eager visitors searching for the queen 
among the live bees going about their 
business behind the glass.

There was a very friendly atmosphere 
at the Okehampton Show generally and 
in the Beekeepers' tent in particular.  
There was a People's Choice class, a 

Gift-wrapped Container of Honey drawing public votes from young and old alike.  
Those of us with entries in the various classes eagerly awaited the results of the 
judging, everyone claiming it was "just a bit of fun", but all wanting to know whether 

Okehampton Show
Rachel West

Marion Minton engaging with the public at Okehampton's 
prize-winning Stevenson Trophy Display

Neil Larney, Judge's steward, pays attention as 
Jack Mummery makes his decision

Will Pyne with the 
Observation Hive
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or not their cake, wax tablet 
or jar of honey had made the 
grade.  There were some 
outstanding entries and even 
more impressive results.  

While some of us felt like 
winners just by managing to 
get our entries set up by the 
9 am deadline, others were 
far more successful.  With her 
deserved success in the wax 
class - including a beautifully 
clear and light-coloured cake 
of wax - our Judge on the day, 
Jack Mummery, commented 

that Torbay's Liz Westcott's entries were of National Honey Show standard!  
Meanwhile the winner of the Blue Ribbon, Daniel Woodward, really showed us 

all how it should be done, with wins in so many classes, it seemed his name was 
called out prize after prize.  This young beekeeper, not yet 21, explained his strategy 
when the presentations were over.  Having started beekeeping when he was just 9 
years old, the full-time fully-qualified chef puts 2 entries into virtually every class.  He 
runs 47 hives in and around Callington, so any spare minute not at work in a cafe in 
Launceston is spent beekeeping.  

The Okehampton Show was a success for all in the Beekeeper's Marquee, whether 
or not trophies were won, and it was thanks to all those beekeepers who put their 
entries in, the visitors who came to explore, ask questions, taste honey and tell 
stories of their own experiences with bees, the helpers on the day and of course 
those organisers who make it all possible.

Left to right: Jim Sampson, Daniel Woodward and Malcolm 
Craig hold some of the trophies awarded to Daniel

Award and Trophy Winners
Heard Cup - Liz Westcott
Furze Cup - Daniel Woodward
Howarth Trophy - Daniel Woodward
Foreman Trophy - Tom Long
West Trophy - Daniel Woodward
Clifford White Cup - Simon O'Sullivan
Cookery Cup - Daniel Woodward
Blue Ribbon- Daniel Woodward
National Honey Show Certificate: 
  Winner of the Novice Class - Clare Kemp
Highest Points in Show - Daniel Woodward with 27 points
Best Entry in Honey Classes - Daniel Woodward  
  (for his dark honey)
Best entry in Cookery Classes -Simon O’Sullivan 
  (for his fudge) 
People's Choice: gift-wrapped container of honey - Marian Minton                                                                                                                

Daniel with the  
Blue Ribbon Award
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Mandabiles are Made for Many Things
Graham Kingham

The honey bee has two opposing 
spatula-like mandibles attached to its 
head.  The mandibles differ between 
the queen, worker and drones, and 
form specialised duties in each.

Made of chitin, they are hardened 
by being sclerotized; this allows them 
to be extremely strong. Older worker 
bees often have saw-like notches 
at the edges, owing to wear and 
tear. The outside edges have long 
hairs that overlap. These hairs are 
innervated and are believed to be 
mechanoreceptive, sensing biting 
action. Other smaller hairs that hang 
down from above, over the jaws, are 
also sensitive to movement.

The workers are the specialist 
manipulators. Their first job is to mould 
wax for the comb with their mandibles 
within the hive. A second role, recently 
discovered, is to bite the varroa mite 
wherever they can! Take a look at the 
damaged ones on your hive floor.

The main job of the young workers 
between 5 and 15 days is to feed the 
larvae and the queen.  The workers 
achieve this by producing brood food 
from their head glands, and secrete 
it down a groove on either side of 
the internal surface of the mandibles. 
On venturing outside of the hive, the 
worker uses her mandibles to collect 
propolis, which is deposited on her 
back legs.  On returning to the hive, 
the house bees will remove the pollen 

The mandibles supporting the tongue whilst  
feeding /drinking  X40

View from beneath the mandibles, showing slight 
overlap, allowing one jaw to slide inside the other  

X100

Specialist hairs over-hanging the jaw X100
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ADAMS

and propolis with their mandibles and 
store pollen in cells and use propolis to 
seal up any crack in the hive.  Mandibles 
are also used to support the tongue 
when drinking or collecting nectar. 

The queen has no major need of her 
mandibles.  On the queen, they are 
toothed with a single cusp at the far 
end.  This cusp is used to dig her way 
out of her queen cell. The outside of the 
mandible on the queen has more hair 
than the workers.

The humble drone has a smaller set 
of jaws.  Like the queen’s, the drone’s 
mandibles are also cusped at the bottom and covered in even more hairs. It is 
believed that they serve no major role for the drone.
References 
Form and Function in the Honey Bee, L Goodman
Honey Bee Anatomy, H A Dade

All photographs by Graham Kingham

Inside view, showing concave effect  
and grooved channel to allow brood food down 

from head glands  X40
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November BBKA 
Examinations

Tim Allen  
DBKA Exams Officer

The next BBKA Module exams will be 
held at the Buckfast Abbey Conference 
Centre on Saturday 9th November 2019.  
An application form is available from the 
Members Area of the BBKA website.

Application forms need to be with me, 
Tim Allen, by Monday 30 September.  My 
email address is exams.dbka@gmail.com, 
postal address: Sunnyvale, Langleigh 
Road, Ilfracombe, EX34 8EA.

The exam fee is £30 per module and 
can be paid by cheque (made payable to 
BBKA) or by card by phoning the BBKA 
office on 0300 020 0649.

www.thebeeshop.co.uk

Quality Beekeeper 
Clothing 

At Affordable Prices

Full Suits, 
Smocks, Bee Vests & 

Veils 
Full Adult Beekeeper Suit  
from £52 (free postage)

Email: 
michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com

The Spider and the Bee
Glyn Davies

A reason for sweeping away cobwebs in the bee shed? You may not like this photo 
but it’s life.  The bee was dead about a minute after being injected by the spider's 
venom. 
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South Devon

Beekeepers 
Convention 

to be held at

The Ariel Centre
 Ashburton Road, Totnes TQ9 5JX

on

Sunday 3 November 2019 
Tickets:  Adults £16.50  
  (after 20 October £20.00)    

Under-18s and Full-time Students Free
Book and pay online at

http://www.devonbeekeepers.org.uk

All enquiries, and payments by cheque made 
out to Devon Beekeepers (Convention), to:
Mrs Lilah Killock 
Totnes & Kingsbridge Beekeepers 
Fosbery, Bridgetown, Totnes TQ9 5BA
email: lilahkillock@btinternet.com 
telephone: 01803 866028
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Celia Davis is the widely-respected author of 
The Honey Bee Inside Out and The Honey 
Bee Around and About.  She has a degree 
in agriculture and has been 'fascinated by 
insects' since childhood. She has kept bees for 
nearly 40 years and gained her NDB in 1996.   
She enjoys lecturing to various groups, is a 
tutor for the BBKA correspondence course and 
continues to teach beekeeping at all levels.

Francis Ratnieks is the only Professor of 
Apiculture in the UK and heads the Laboratory 
of Apiculture and Social Insects (LASI) at the 
University of Sussex.  He has had considerable 
practical experience with honey bees having 
kept them in several countries and once owned 
up to 180 bee hives while living in California. 
He is involved with outreach/extension to 
beekeepers and others, and with undergraduate 
teaching and the supervision of graduate 
students.

Gerry Brierley is an ‘Accidental Apitherapist’ 
and beekeeper who after an encounter with 
blood sucking ticks in the Surrey Hills contracted 
near fatal forms of tick-borne infections including 
Lyme Disease. Gerry will share her personal 
survival story along with supporting scientific 
evidence of how using bee venom has saved 
her life and many thousands of others including 
man’s best friend. Gerry will also share her 
research on the medicinal properties of honey, 
apilarnil, pollen, bee bread, royal jelly and 
propolis. Gerry is the author of the children's 
book The Secrets of Hope the Honey Bee.
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9000 Registration and trade stands

0945 Welcome and opening address
1000 The Accidental Apitherapist Gerry Brierley

Gerry opens up the natural pharmacy 
of the alchemists at the bottom of your 
garden to discuss the diversity of hive 
products for general health and healing.  
She will share her story of how using bee 
venom has saved her life.

1100 Morning break and trade stands

1145 Policing and Conflict Resolution  
in Honey Bee Colonies Francis Ratnieks

All worker honey bees have ovaries, but 
only 0.1% to 0.01% lay eggs. Worker 
policing is prevalent in most honey bee 
colonies: worker bees eat or remove eggs 
that have been laid by other workers rather 
than the queen.

1245 Lunch* and trade stands

1400 Mr Bee Celia Davis

The life of the drone bee.

1500 Raffle and break

1530 Bee Plants and the Environment Celia Davis

Interactions between bees and flowering 
plants and the importance of this to the 
environment as a whole.

1630 Farewells and Depart

Programme

* Pasty lunch available on-site.  Pre-order in advance.   
  See www.devonbeekeepers.org.uk for options.
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Directions to The Ariel Centre, Ashburton Road, Totnes TQ9 5JX:
The Ariel Centre is on the King Edward VI College campus in 
Totnes. The entrance is just before the blue footbridge as you enter 
Totnes from Exeter on the A385.

It is five minutes’ walk from the mainline railway station.  There is 
ample parking.

Pasty Lunch @ £3.50 per person 
Steak, Pork, Cheese, or Roast Veg

(must be booked in advance)

 View map online: http://goo.gl/maps/VT59g
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Extract from Mythos - The Greek Myths Retold
Baruch Livneh

Thanks are due to Stephen Fry who through his 
literary agent, David Higham Associates, has given the 
magazine permission to print this extract free of charge, 
with the message that he is absolutely delighted to be 
associated with Beekeeping.  I heartily recommend 
Mythos - The Greek Myths Retold as one of the most 
delightful books I’ve ever come across. 

The occasion is the wedding of Zeus, the King of 
the Gods, to Hera his Queen, taking place at the top 
of Mount Olympus in the aftermath of the War of the 
Titans, following the emergence of the universe out of 
Chaos.

To add zest to an already frenziedly anticipated 
occasion, Zeus issued a challenge: whoever could 
devise the best and most original wedding dish could 
ask any favour of him. The lesser immortals and 
animals went wild with excitement at this chance to 
shine. Mice, frogs, lizards, bears, beavers and birds all put together recipes to bring 
before Zeus and Hera. There were cakes, buns, biscuits, soups, eel-skin terrines, 
porridges made of moss and mould. All things sweet, salty, bitter, sour and savoury 
were placed on small trestle tables for the King and the Queen of the Gods to 
judge…

… it was time to find the winner of the great culinary competition. Zeus and Hera 
walked slowly up and down, sniffing, tapping, prodding, tasting, sipping and licking 
their way round the entries like professional food critics. The competitors behind 
the trestle tables held their breath. When Zeus nodded approvingly at a wobbling 
hibiscus, beetle and walnut jelly, its creator, a young heron called Margaret, gave a 
single shriek of excitement and fainted clean away.

But hers was not the prize. The winner was the seemingly modest submission of a 
shy little creature named Melissa. She offered up for the gods a very small amphora 
filled almost to the top with a sticky, amber-coloured goo.

‘Ah yes’, said Zeus, dipping his fingers in with a knowledgeable and approving nod. 
‘Pine resin.’

But it was not pine resin in the little jar, it was something quite other. Something 
new. Something gloopy without being unguent, slow-moving without being stodgy, 
sweet without being cloying, and perfumed with a flavour that drove the senses 
wild with pleasure. Melissa’s name for it was ‘honey’. It seemed to Hera that when 
she took a spoonful the scent of the loveliest meadow flowers and mountain herbs 
danced and hummed inside her mouth. Zeus licked the back of the spoon and 
mmm-ed with delight. Husband and wife glanced at each other and nodded. No more 
consultation was needed.
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‘Um, the . . . er . . . standard has been . . . has been agreeably high this year’, said 

Zeus. ‘Well done all. But Queen Hera and I are agreed. This . . . ah . . . honey takes 
first place.’

The other creatures, trying to hide their disappointment, put on sporting 
expressions of pleasure as they formed a large semicircle and watched Melissa zip 
forward to claim her prize - a wish that was to be granted by the King of the Gods 
himself. 

Melissa was very small and looked even smaller as she approached the winner’s 
podium. She flew (for she could fly, despite looking as if she might be too bulky and 
bulgy in the wrong places to be able to) as close to Zeus’s face as she dared and 
buzzed to him these words:

‘Dread Lord, I am pleased that you like my delicacy, but I must tell you it is quite 
extraordinarily hard to make. I have to zoom from flower to flower to collect the nectar 
deep inside. Only the smallest amount can be sucked up and carried. All day, for as 
long as Aether (god of ‘light’) grants me light to see by, I must search, sip and return 
to the nest, search, sip and return to the nest, often travelling huge distances. Even 
then, at day’s end, I will only have the tiniest fraction of nectar to convert - using my 
secret process - into the confection that has so pleased you. Just that little amphora 
you are holding took me four and a half weeks to fill, so you can see that this is 
the most laborious business. The smell of honey is so intense, so ravishing and so 
irresistible that many come to raid my nest. They do so with impunity, for I am small, 
and all I can do is buzz angrily at them and urge them to leave. Imagine, a whole 
week’s work can be lost with just one swipe of a weasel’s paw or one lick of a bear 
cub’s tongue. Only let me have a weapon, your majesty. You have equipped the 
scorpion, who makes no foodstuffs, with a deadly sting, while the snake, who does 
nothing but bask in the sun all day, him you granted a venomous bite. Give me, great 
Zeus, such a weapon. A fatal one, that will kill any who dare to steal my precious 
stock of honey.’

Zeus’s eyebrows gathered in a dark and troubled frown. There was a rumbling 
in the sky and black clouds began to bank and billow above. The animals fidgeted, 
watching in alarm as the light dimmed and frets of wind flapped the festive tablecloths 
and ruffled the goddesses’ shimmering gowns.

Zeus, like most busy and important beings, had no patience with fussiness or self-
pity. This silly, flighty dot of a creature was demanding a mortal sting, was she? Well, 
he would show her. 

‘Wretched insect!’ he thundered. ‘How dare you demand so monstrous a prize? A 
talent like yours should be shared out, not jealously hoarded. Not only shall I deny 
your request - ‘

Melissa broke in with a high-pitched drone of displeasure. ‘But you gave your word!’
There was a gasp from the whole assembly. Could she really have dared to 

interrupt Zeus and question his honour?
‘I beg your pardon, but I think you’ll find that I proclaimed . . .’ growled the god with 

an icy self-restraint that was far more terrifying than any outburst of temper ‘. . . that 
the winner could ask any favour. I made no promise that such a request would be 
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www.northernbeebooks.co.uk

The widest range of 
English language 

bee books 

“the quality quarterly with quarterly quality”

The
BeekeepersQuarterly

The home of

granted.’
Melissa’s wings drooped in disappointment. (Of course, this is not the last time we 

shall witness Zeus playing with oaths and wriggling out of commitments.)
‘However,’ Zeus said, raising his hand, ‘from this moment forward the gathering of 

your honey will be made easier by my decree that you shall not labour alone. You will 
be queen of a whole colony, a whole swarm of productive subjects. Furthermore, I 
shall grant you a fatal and painful sting.’

Melissa’s wings pricked up perkily.
‘But,’ Zeus continued, ‘while it will bring a sharp pain to the one you sting, it is to 

you and your kind that it will bring death. So let it be.’
Another rumble of thunder and the sky began to clear.
Immediately Melissa felt a strange movement inside her. She looked down and saw 

that something long, thin and sharp like a lance was pushing its way out of the end of 
her abdomen. It was a sting, as finely pointed as a needle but ending in a wicked and 
terrible barb. With a wild twitch, a buzz and a final droning she flew away.

Meliss is still the Greek word for the honeybee, and it is true that its sting is a 
suicide weapon of last resort. If it should try to fly away after the barb has lodged in 
the pierced skin of its victim, a bee will tug out its own insides in the effort of freeing 
itself. The much less useful and diligent wasp has no such barb and can administer 
its sting as many times as it likes without danger to itself. But wasps, annoying as 
they are, never made selfish, hubristic demands of the gods.

It is also true that science calls the order of insects to which the honeybee belongs 
Hymenoptera, which is Greek for ‘wedding wings’. 
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It May Cost Us Our Jobs …  Part 1
Jeremy Barnes

In The Murrow Boys: Pioneers on the Front Lines of Broadcast Journalism, 
Stanley Cloud and Lynne Olson describe how a young Edward Murrow, together 
with  the men he hired to staff CBS Radio, spread across Europe as the Phony War 
of 1939-40 played out, much like the slow-motion catastrophe of global warming 
plays out in our time. They saw the threat posed by the Nazis yet struggled to get the 
attention of an American public that was still reeling from the Great Depression.

In September of 1939, with Europe hours away from going up in flames, the 
powers at CBS in New York ordered Murrow and William Shirer to feature an 
entertainment broadcast spotlighting dance music from nightspots in London, Paris, 
and Hamburg. Murrow, in London, called Shirer in Berlin.  They say there’s so much 
bad news out of Europe, they want some good news… The hell with those bastards 
in New York. It may cost us our jobs, but we’re just not going to do it.

And they didn’t. In defying their bosses they gave CBS one of the biggest stories 
of the 20th century - the invasion of Poland.  Yet even as German panzer divisions 
gathered on the borders of France and the Low Countries, the powers in New York 
resisted.  My God!, Shirer fumed. Here was the old continent on the brink of war …
and the network was most reluctant to provide five minutes a day from here to report 
it.

In September 1940, in the middle of the London Blitz, a Gallup poll showed that 
only 16% of Americans supported sending US aid to beleaguered Britain. Olson and 
Cloud tell us that “One month later, as Murrow and the Boys brought the reality of it 
into American living rooms, 52% thought more aid should be sent.” Americans had 
taken one step toward the fight against fascism, and some young, proud, defiant 
reporters helped take it. They were not the only reason, to paraphrase part of a 
speech given by Bill Moyers on April 30, 2019, at a conference organized by the 
Columbia Journalism Review and by The Nation, but they were there, on the right 
side, at the right time, in the right way - reporting on the biggest story of all, the fight 
for freedom from tyranny.

Bill Moyers continued  Many of us have recognized that our coverage of global 
warming has fallen short. There’s been some excellent reporting by independent 
journalists and by enterprising reporters and photographers from legacy newspapers 
and other news outlets. But the goliaths of the US news media, those with the biggest 
amplifiers - the corporate broadcast networks - have been shamelessly AWOL, 
despite their extraordinary profits. The combined coverage of climate change by 
the three major networks and Fox fell from just 260 minutes in 2017 to a mere 142 
minutes in 2018 - a drop of 45%, as reported by the watchdog group Media Matters.

Many of the news outlets in the US that have survived the culling of the traditional 
media have failed to counter the tsunami of deceptive propaganda unleashed by 
fossil-fuel companies and those whom Moyers calls the mercenaries, ideologues, 
and politicians who do their bidding.

It is easy to deny that which is inconvenient to one’s paradigm.
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Last October, the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a scientifically 

conservative body, gave us 12 years to make the massive changes necessary to 
reduce global greenhouse-gas emissions to 45% of 2010 levels, and to net zero by 
2050. In July of this year, a similar body said that that 12 years is, more realistically, 
18 months. Tom Engelhardt, author of TomDispatch.com, describes humanity as now 
on a suicide watch.

We are all familiar with the stripping away of forests in Indonesia, of destructive 
developments in India and China, of rising sea levels in pacific atolls and Miami, of 
melting ice at both poles, of disastrous spring crops in Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas and 
Missouri.  The temperature in major European cities, as I write, is in excess of 42ºC, 
the second major heat wave of this summer.  According to the EU’s Copernicus 
Climate Change Service, Every month this year ranks among the four warmest on 
record for the month in question.

And then there are the unanticipated stories.  In the third week of July, for 
example, drought in Zimbabwe caused a drop in the levels of Kariba Dam.  The 
hydro-powered generators are producing only one-fifth of the electricity needed by 
the country, which means that the power grid is shut down for 17 hours of every day.  
Take a minute and imagine your daily life based on seven hours of electricity.  There 
are unprecedented wildfires in the Arctic Circle (Russia, Greenland, Alaska and 
Canada) caused by lightning strikes on vegetation which is drier than usual because 
of record-breaking summer temperatures, not to mention the 70,000 wildfires out of 
control in the Amazon forests - the so-called lungs of the earth.  And as with many 
reptiles, the gender of sea turtles is determined by the temperature surrounding the 
egg shell before the embryo emerges; warmer temperatures mean more females 
and very few males, which obviously threatens the survival of this species.  

Warmer temperatures enlarge the hospitable environs  for invasive insects and 
pathogens that have wreaked havoc on ash, elm, and chestnut trees, wiping some of 
them almost completely from American forests. A study by Professor Songlin Fei of 
Purdue University shows that the carbon storage lost to pests each year is the same 
as the carbon emitted by five million vehicles and that trees killed each year by the 
15 most invasive pests contain six million tons of carbon.

The good news is that, according to Bill McKibben, this is a climate moment which, 
with the emerging leadership of young people, not least Greta Thunberg, offers a 
rare opportunity to lock in and consolidate public opinion that’s finally beginning to 
come into focus.  And this is despite a US government that scorns reality as fake 
news, denies the truths of nature, and promotes a theocratic theology that views 
catastrophe as a sign of the returning Messiah.

David Wallace-Wells, in The Uninhabitable Earth, explains that we have all the 
tools we need aggressively to phase out dirty energy, to cut global emissions and 
to scrub carbon from the atmosphere.   What we need, he adds, is the acceptance 
of responsibility, and it needs to happen quickly.  Everyone reading these words 
is a member of the most important generation that ever lived, because we are 
determining the future, not just for a hundred years, as Dave Foreman asserts, but 
for a billion years. 

How do honey bees and beekeepers fit into this picture?  Mass bee deaths were 
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Going With the Flow
Part 3: The Flowhive is due (but then it’s not)

Andy Bullen

cited in 24 of Russia’s 85 regions, with 300,000 bee colonies having died over 
June and July – the peak months for honey harvesting.  In France the spring was 
characterised by late frosts and winds from the north that dried out flowers, resulting 
in a severely limited nectar flow. This is the tip of an iceberg that we will explore more 
deeply next month. Suffice to say the climate change phony war is over. The hot war 
is here, and beekeepers have a key role to play.

Early February 2019 sees me waiting excitedly on the delivery of my new Flowhive.  
The building and storing of the hive is all planned, down to the finest detail.  Luckily, it 
is February and there is an unused sunroom where I can build the hive and store the 
various pieces as I go.  I am hoping that storing the hive in a sunroom, rather than a 
shed, will stop spiders, insects or even rodents taking up residence before the bees. 

In mid-February I receive an email from the team at Flowhive, explaining they are 
a little behind with deliveries.  But fear not, the Araucaria Flowhive will be with me by 
the end of February.

In mid-March a further email arrives, explaining they are still a little behind but the 
hive will be with me by the end of March.  I’m not panicking … yet.

At the beginning of April, I have an email conversion with the Cornish bee seller 
and my schoolboy error regarding the frames comes to light.  I had ordered my bees 
on a National frame, but my hive will be a Langstroth … Oh dear.  

Luckily, I am not the only one to encounter this problem.  Angela, a fellow Torbay 
Branch member, had found herself in a similar situation and it was she who put me 
on to the answer - cable ties.  National frames fit inside Langstroth hives (minus the 
bottom Langstroth bar).  Tie the National frames to the Langstroth with the cable ties 
and voilà! - problem sorted.  Plus, at the BBKA Spring Convention I found a very nice 
National wooden nucleus box (including frames), for what I thought was a bargain 
price of £30.   

In mid-April I receive an email from the Cornish bee seller.  The email (roughly 
translated) says the nuc is looking good and the weather has been fine on the north 
Cornish coast.  He anticipates early May for collection.  Early May?  I haven’t even 
got a hive yet!   I began to have visions of beekeeping with a nuc throughout the 
coming summer.

A couple of days later the Flowhive team emailed.  The abridged version of the 
email is as follows: We are very sad to say your Araucaria Flowhive is not expected 
to be delivered until June.  We apologise for the inconvenience but would like to 
make you an offer.  We can upgrade your Araucaria Flowhive to a Western Red 
Cedar for no extra cost, with delivery scheduled for next week.  Please inform us, as 
soon as possible, if you wish to take up this upgrade offer.

I’m not sure I have ever replied to an email more quickly.  I needed the hive and 
had to assemble it and have it ready for the beginning of May.  It wasn’t the pretty 
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4F Radial Motorised £598

Neopoll 1lkg pack - £3.95
             18k box  - £66.60

(fondant with pollen)

Neopoll 1kg pack -   £3.95
           18kg box   - £66.60

(fondant with pollen)

Apifonda 2.5kg pack -  £5.95
             12.5kg box  - £26.50

(Plain fondant)

ApiInvert 14kg pail -  £29.50
(Inverted sugar syrup)

We can also supply all individuals, groups and association with very good rates on bulk
and wholesale purchases & pallet deliveries

We specialise in ASSEMBLED FRAMES Pre-Wired
and ready to use with or without foundation embedded.

Hives - Extractors - Motor Conversions - Filtration - Pre-Wired Frames - Tools/Sundries - Fondant - Poly Insulated Roofs - Bulk Orders

plus all other beekeeping needs

www.parkbeekeeping.com        02086 949960       info@parkbeekeeping.com       London  Est 1985

10 w/foundation
£29.70

10 Frames
£14.75

looking Araucaria wood I had been expecting but it was a Flowhive, and it would 
be delivered in time to be assembled and oiled before the bees would be collected.  
Phew!

Next month:  Building the hive and collecting the bees

There is still time to nominate someone for the Downing Bowl which will be 
awarded at the Devon Beekeepers' Day in December.  The Bowl is given to the 
DBKA member who is considered to have contributed most to the Association in 
recent years.  Usually, this is to someone who has contributed at County Association 
level as well as for their Branch, but the nominee does not have to be a committee 
member.  It is a rule that it is not awarded to the same person more than once. On 
four previous occasions it has been awarded to a husband and wife team.  Every 
name is considered and all names are kept confidential.

Please send nominations and detailed citations to Barry Neal at barry.r.neal@
gmail.com or by post to him at Badgers Barn, Withacott, Langtree, Torrington EX38 
8NL to arrive no later than Friday 15th November 2019.  All nominations will be 
considered and all names are kept confidential.

Downing Bowl
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Diary Dates

East Devon eastdevonbk.co.uk 01404 841629

Exeter exeterbeekeepers.org.uk 01392 832956

Holsworthy holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk 01237 440165

Newton Abbot nabk.org.uk 07935 041168

North Devon northdevonbees.org 07791 679283

Okehampton okehamptonbee.co.uk 01363 82361

Plymouth plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk 01752 338279

Tavistock tavistock-beekeepers.org.uk 07946 272516

Tiverton tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk 01363 860252

Torbay tbbk.co.uk 01803 844804

Totnes & Kingsbridge totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com 01803 866028

Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the Branch 
Secretary first. Contact details are: 

October
Thu 3 7:30pm East Devon Graham Kingham Bee Anatomy Down the 

Micsoscope (Kilmington Village Hall)
Tue 8 7:00pm Plymouth Branch Honey Show (Blindman's Wood Scout 

Centre)
Thu 10 7:30pm Okehampton Talk by John Walters, Entomologist (Whiddon 

Down Village Hall)
Fri 11 7:00pm North Devon Q&A Session plus Beginner's Reunion (Castle 

Centre, Barsnstaple)
Sat 12 2:00pm Newton Abbot Gerry Stuart Swarming (Clay Lane Apiary)

Mon 14 7:30pm Torbay Graham Kingham The Honeybee through the 
Microscope (St Paul’s Church, Paignton)

Tue 15 7:00pm Torbay Graham Kingham Microscopy Club (venue TBA)
Wed 16 7:30pm Tavistock Andrew Brown Current Scientific Bee Projects 

(Tavistock Parish Room)
Wed 16 7:30pm Tiverton Richard Ball Forty Years of Beekeeping 

(Uplowman Village Hall)
Sat 19 10:00am DBKA Devon County Show Committee Meeting
Mon 21 7:00pm Exeter Clare Densley Varroa, 27 years on: Where are we 

now? (Branch Apiary)
November
Sat 2 2:00pm Newton Abbot AGM (Clay Lane Apiary)
Sun 3 All Day DBKA South Devon Beekeepers Convention (The Ariel 

Centre, Totnes TQ9 5JX)  See centre pages for 
pull-out programme
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Devon Beekeepers Association
Registered Charity No 270675

General Secretary - Barry Neal, Badgers Barn, Withacott, Langtree, 
Torrington EX38 8NL 01805-601715; 07789-435477

gen.sec.dbka@gmail.com

The Devon Beekeepers’ Association (DBKA) Annual General Meeting will be held 
in the Honey Shed, Quince Honey Farm, Aller Cross, South Molton EX36 3RD at 
10.15 am on Saturday 14th December 2019. 

Proposals for agenda items and nominations for election to DBKA County Officer 
posts (the DBKA Website has details) must be forwarded to the DBKA General 
Secretary no later than Thursday 13th November 2019.  We presently have a 
vacancy for a DBKA Education Officer.

The agenda will be available on the DBKA website.  
The AGM is part of the 2019 Devon Beekeepers’ Day.  Please note the change of 

venue for the Devon Beekeepers' Day.

Sun 3 2:00pm North Devon AGM (Castle Centre, Barnstaple)
Thu 7 7:30pm East Devon Branch AGM & Quiz (Kilmington Village Hall)
Sat 9 2:00pm Torbay James Schindler Making Mead (St Paul’s Church, 

Paignton)
Sat 9 7pm Totnes & 

Kingsbridge
Branch AGM and Quiz (Meadowbrook Social 
Club, Dartington TQ9 6JD)

Sun 10 10:00am Plymouth Module Study Group (Branch Apiary)
Tue 11 7:30pm Torbay AGM (St Paul’s Church, Paignton)
Wed 13 7:30pm Tavistock AGM: Gadgets and Gismos Display (Tavistock 

Parish Room)
Thu 14 7:30pm Okehampton AGM (Whiddon Down Village Hall)
Tue 19 7:30pm Plymouth AGM (Blindman's Wood Scout Centre)
Tue 19 7:30pm Exeter AGM (Branch Apiary)
Sat 23 7:00pm North Devon Skittles Evening (The Plough, Bickington)
Sun 24 10:00am Plymouth Module Study Group (Branch Apiary)
December
Thu 5 7:30pm East Devon Peter Weller Swarming Experiences and 

Christmas Social (Kilmington Village Hall)
Mon 9 7:30pm Torbay Christmas Social Meeting
Sat 14 9.30am DBKA Devon Beekeepers' Day and AGM (The Honey 

Shed, Quince Honey Farm, EX36 3RD)  See back 
cover for details

Sat 14 2:00pm Newton Abbot Ken Edwards Nucleus Hives (Clay Lane Apiary)
Mon 16 7:30pm Exeter Dr Andrew Higginson What Bees Want (Branch 

Apiary)

Visit our shop: Hameldown House, Hameldown Road, Exeter Road Industrial Estate, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 1UB

www.beekeeping.co.uk       0344 326 2010         info@beekeeping.co.uk 

We’re at the NATIONAL HONEY SHOW
Thursday 24th October to Saturday 26th October

PRE-ORDER ANY PRODUCTS NOW and collect at the show!  NO DELIVERY CHARGE! 
Simply call us on 0344 326 2010.

Bring your wax and we will exchange it for 
Sterilised Wax Sheets, Gift Vouchers 

to spend online at NBS or Suttons or Cash!

All our poly hives and nuc hives come with a full set 
of frames* and Sterilised foundation

Why choose poly from us this winter?

"One of the strongest polyhives on the market"

Poly Hives 
Polystyrene National Hive with Plastic 
Queen Excluder, Frames and Foundation

Nuc Boxes 
Polystyrene Nucleus Box with Feeder, 
Frames, Foundation and Candy Feed

Exclusive 
in the UK 
to NBS

Our poly hives and nuc hives are:
✓ FROM AS LITTLE AS £64.95! 
✓ superior insulation against the elements
✓ easy to store should you wish to use wood 

in the Spring and Summer
✓ look great when painted – and we supply 

non-toxic paint, perfect for hives
✓ ideal to use all year round
✓ easy to clean, light to move
✓ a solution for over- 

wintering and 
transporting bees

* Hoffman frames supplied fl at packed for easy assembly

www.beekeeping.co.uk/sterilised-wax
WAX

EXCHANGE

ONLY
£149.95

590914

Hive, Frames, 
Foundation and 
Queen Excluder

ONLY
£64.95

590913

Nuc Hive, 
Frames, 

Foundation 
and Candy
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Devon Beekeepers’ Day and AGM
(Hosted by North Devon Branch)

Saturday 14th December 2019

in the Honey Shed at
Quince Honey Farm

Aller Cross, South Molton, EX36 3RD
Please note change of venue

Programme

09.30 Complimentary tea/coffee
10.00 Welcome and Introduction - Christopher Smith, DBKA President
10.15 DBKA Annual General Meeting  
11.15 Daisy Headley from the Bumblebee Conservation Trust will  

speak about the identification, threats and ecology of bumblebees
12.15 Lunch (see the note below) in the Quince Restaurant in the main 

building
 (Return to the Honey Shed)
13.30   Presentations of awards including the Downing Bowl, Frank Alston 

Memorial Skep and Education Certificates
14.30   John De Carteret from Jersey Beekeepers: The Sequel to the  

Jersey Asian Hornet Experience
14.45   DBKA Prize Draw followed by: 
 Q & A session with DBKA Officers on any issues members would 

like to raise
15.30   Closure by Christopher Smith

Branch and Bumblebee Trust displays in the Honey Shed
NBU, DARG, AHAT, Sherriff and Thornes stands in the  

restaurant in the main building

Ample, free parking
An extensive choice of refreshments will be available in the  

Quince Honey Farm restaurant in the main building.  
Packed lunches may be eaten in the Honey Shed.

Please note the programme may be subject to change

Tony Lindsell
Chairman

Chris Smith
President


