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Chairman's Brood Box

Tony Lindsell
This month I’ll start by updating you on my first trip to 

the BBKA Spring Convention at Harper Adams University, 
Newport, Shropshire in April. For me the journey takes about 
three and a half hours so it was good to have Mike Ticehurst 
as a travel companion, exchanging personal and beekeeping 
conversation to pass the time. And so it was for the whole 
weekend, meeting beekeepers from around the country and 
sharing tales about our bees. I was lucky to meet up with 
several colleagues from Devon. Torbay Branch, in particular, 
was well represented with ten members at the Convention 
and they kindly invited me to join them for a dinner on the 
Friday evening. I had a very enjoyable time with them. 

There are many activities on offer at the Convention from workshops to 
presentations and trade shows. I enjoyed several fine lectures including John De 
Cateret who updated us on the Asian Hornet's progress in Jersey by means of a 
portfolio of photos and videos and Celia Davis giving her view on Feeding Bees, 
which led to a very interesting debate with not everyone having the same view - such 
is beekeeping! I also caught up with Nigel Semmence, the Contingency Planning and 
Science Office for the NBU, at his lecture on the Small Hive Beetle. 

However, by far the most informative, interesting and entertaining presentation 
that I have ever heard was from Samuel Ramsey. Samuel is a PhD student 
studying at the University of Maryland, USA. He originally studied entomology as 
an undergraduate, researching predatory/parasitic insect behaviour but then went 
on to focus on the effects of honey bee parasites specifically targeting the Varroa 
Destructor and its feeding habits. His presentation to us was titled Varroa Destructor 
feeds on blood and two other alternative facts. He then went on to show us that the 
Varroa mite doesn’t feed on the honey bees’ blood but, in fact, it is to be found on the 
underbelly of bees where it secrets saliva to suck out the contents of the bees' fat 
cells.  (That's a very brief summary of an hour-long lecture so don’t quote me on it!)
His presentation in content and style of delivery was unique and exceptional which 
earned him the longest ovation that I’ve ever witnessed. If you ever get the chance to 
listen to him, make sure that you take it. You’ll not be surprised to hear that Samuel 
achieved his PhD with flying colours.

By now you will have realised that I found the Convention very enjoyable, 
informative and worthwhile.  If you haven’t been before, it is worth the journey, 
especially if you have someone to share it with. 

I would like to plug an event that is to be hosted by my own Branch, Tiverton. Over 
the last four years different Branches have organised a Bee Health Day run by Simon 
Jones and the NBU on behalf of the DBKA. Each one has been very successful with 
feedback from those attending confirming how informative it had been and how much 
they had learnt. You will see bee disease you probably haven’t seen in your hive 
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and learn how to keep your bees in healthy condition. The Tiverton event will be on 
13 July, 9 - 4.30 at Uplowman Village Hall, EX16 7DN. The cost is only £10 (bring 
your own lunch) and there is room for 60 attendees. I haven’t been able to attend any 
of the previous Bee Health Days so I am already booked onto this one. If you’d like a 
place then send an email to beehealthday@btinternet.com. 

I hope you and your bees have a healthy and productive summer.  I hope to bump 
into some of you at the local shows or in your apiary depending on the weather and 
time. 

Happy Beekeeping. 

From the Editorial Team
Last month the cover photo was of a much 

loved granddaughter alongside a WBC hive. 
The proportions were quite startling and the 
hive looked enormous beside her.  

This year is looking to be a good year 
for the honey crop, as evidenced by this 
alternative photo of a giant hive that East 
Devon Beekeepers currently has in the 
Hunthay Apiary.

Anything the Beekeeping Magazine can 
do, East Devon can do better (apparently)! 
Thanks to Keith Bone for the photo.

Last month, John Badley wrote a piece 
based on a presentation by Clare Densley, 
Manager of Buckfast Abbey Apiaries, given 
as part of the EDBK Winter Programme.

Clare presented her experience with 
Chronic Bee Paralysis Virus (CBPV), which 
is one of several diseases that beekeepers 
are always alert for, and several members in 
the audience had experience of this disease 
themselves in the last year.  The virus mainly attacks adult bees, affecting most 
organs with little chance of the individual bee surviving.

Clare's premise was that infection often initiates when the colony is stressed 
(overcrowding, nutritional stress, competition for food, exposure to pesticides or 
chemicals), with the virus being passed from bee to bee by entering the cuticle where 
hairs are broken off.  One was asked to imagine that when a hive is overcrowded, 
the bees rub up against each other more often and this knocks their hairs off thus 
allowing the virus entry to the epitherial cytoplasm, so it can replicate.  Wet weather, 
keeping the bees at home, can exacerbate the overcrowding situation.  

Therefore we thought the following article by Graham Kingham perfectly 
complimented last month's, since it required one to First, Shave Your Bee.
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First, Shave Your Bee
Graham Kingham

Thorax 3rd Spiracle X40 magnification  
0.3 mm long 

Abdominal 4th Spiracle X20 magnification  
0.3 mm long

Spiracle X200 1st Trachea on thorax, no evidence of mite 
infestation. X40 magnification

Not the easiest thing to do under the dissecting microscope! However, it is first 
necessary to shave the bee in order to see its external breathing orifices. Honey bees 
have external respiratory openings called spiracles, of which there are 3 pairs on the 
thorax and 7 pairs on the abdomen; the last one is hidden within the sting chamber.  
They regulate air to every organ in the bee's body. The spiracles access the trachea 
arms which inflate the nearby air sacs.

Each spiracle has an internal valve to control the flow of air and has a muscle to 
open and close it; at the first one it cannot fully close - this can cause a problem as 
it is here that the acarine mites enter the bee’s trachea. Once inside they pierce the 
trachea causing disease as they feed on the bee’s haemolymph. Large numbers can 
block the main airways, although this does not seem to impede the bee when flying. 

Another reason for keeping the spiracles closed at rest is to prevent internal 
dehydration as the tracheal system is kept moist; bees are able to tolerate high 
concentrations of carbon dioxide (CO2) and only need to breathe at rest when this 
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T trachea.  V valve. M muscle. CR cuticular ridge. A atrium.   FH filter hairs.  S spiracle.
Picture drawn from Snodgrass.

Internal view, spiracle, trachea and air sac.  
3rd Spiracle on thorax. X40 magnification

gets too high.  Build up of CO2  stimulates 
the nerves in the ganglia which control 
the muscles that stretch and contract the 
membrane linking the sternum and tergum, 
leading to contractions of  the muscles 
forcing air (CO2) out via the spiracles; 
releasing the muscles causes a vacuum 
allowing fresh air in. A similar action occurs 
longitudinally in the abdomen as well as in 
the thorax.

As a comparison to the human respiratory 
system, both have an area which expands 
for air intake.  However in humans oxygen 
must be bound to the haemoglobin 

molecule in the blood in order to be transported; this is known as a wet system. CO2 
also leaves the tissues in an aqueous solution via the bloodstream to be expelled 
via the lungs when we breathe out. In the bee, air is transported as a gas to where 
it is needed via the tracheoles directly to the tissues. This is known as a dry system 
and is many thousand times more efficient, allowing for the huge amount of oxygen 
required by the flight muscles to be available.

Dr Bailey discovered that when in flight bees take in air from the 1st spiracle which 
is the largest and expel CO2 from the 3rd spiracle; both of these are on the thorax.

The air sacs are expanded and contracted by fluid pressure changes due to the 
movements of the plates of the abdomen caused by the muscles contracting and 
expanding; this allows for fresh air and stale air to be replaced. There is a 50% 
increase in oxygen consumption when bees fly from rest.

The sectional drawing shows the internal mechanism that controls the opening and 
closing of the valve by the muscle, which contracts to close the valve by pressing 
against the cuticular ridge. The image shows the valve in its open state. 

All photographs by G Kingham
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Report from a talk given by Brigit Strawbridge, author of a new book Dancing With 
Bees (A Journey Back to Nature), and part of the EDBK Winter Programme.

Brigit began by saying she intended to cover ALL bees (not just honey bees), as 
well as other pollinators, in order to show the importance of diversity in plant ↔ bee 
relationships.Her talk was informative, interesting and inspiring.

To put things in perspective there are approximately 320,000 flowering plant 
species worldwide, and over 300,000 pollinating animal species.  Nearly one-for-one 
- isn’t nature perfect?  And given that we may have only described 20 per cent of the 
insect species on earth, these could easily be equal. 

Of those pollinating animal species, there are 25,000 bee species.
In the UK, our pollinators include:
- 59 butterfly species
- 2,500 moths
- 7,000 flies
- 9,000 wasps
- 4,000 beetles
- 270 species of bees.
Of those bees, aside from our beloved 

honey bee, 24 are species of bumblebee. 
The great importance of bees, as Brigit explained, is that about a third of our food 

and beverage producing plants are pollinated by them and that up to 80 per cent of 
flowering plants are dependent on bees for reproduction. No wonder our bees are 
regarded as a key indicator species. The knock-on effect of anything affecting bees 
will soon be felt in the rest of the environment as well as in our larder.
What is a Bee?

From Brigit’s beautful photographs we learned that bees range in size from 
Wallace’s giant bee Megachile pluto (about 38mm long), to a tiny solitary bee the 
size of a midge. Worker bumblebees in the UK, as you well know, can be up to 
24mm.

Brigit spoke about the differences between honey bees, bumblebees and solitary 
bees, the problems they all face, in particular habitat loss and neonicotinoid 
pesticides, and what we can do to help them. We especially enjoyed hearing about 
the behaviour and life cycles of our native bumblebees and solitary bees, their roles 
as pollinators and their fascinating relationships with flowering plants.  

Briefly, the life cycle of a bumble bee starts with the emergence of the fertilised 
queen in the spring. She feeds on nectar and starts building a nest. She provides 
pollen and nectar for the developing young workers who will take over the duties of 
colony maintenance, leaving the queen free to concentrate on egg laying. Later in 

Bees: Importance of Diversity and Relationships  
with Flowering Plants

John Badley

Ashy mining bee, Andrena cineraria 
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the year the queen lays drone eggs instead of worker eggs, followed by fertile female 
eggs. The males leave the nest and move to other areas while the queens mate and 
find a crevice to hibernate over winter.
Bee Decline

Causes of bee decline in recent years can be largely attributed to habitat loss and 
pesticides. Further damage is being caused by climate change, invasion by non-
native species and pollution. All of these effects reduce biodiversity and the ability of 
ecosystems to survive and thrive.
Cross Pollination

Cross pollination is the key to diversity of the 
flowering plants which have been evolving alongside 
the insect world for the last few tens of millions of 
years. So we see a range of characteristics in bees 
enabling them to take advantage of the numerous 
niches in the plant 
world. UK bumblebees, 
for example, have a 
proboscis length of 

15-20mm whereas the honey bee proboscis is only 6mm. 
This makes one species better at extracting nectar from 
one type of flower than another.

Pollen collection methods vary between species. 
We are familiar with the pollen baskets of honey bees 
but red mason bees will ‘buzz’ on a flower to dislodge 

Pollen on the Scopa

Buff Tailed Bumble Bee 
complete with Pollen Baskets

homehardware

MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

At 164 Fore Street, Exeter
Top quality equipment

Hives, frames, foundations and tools.
Main agents for E.H.THORNE

For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com

ADAMS
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pollen, which sticks to the hairs on its abdomen, called the scopa. Sometimes, if the 
proboscis is not long enough, buff tailed bumblebees will cut a hole in the corolla to 
reach nectar and pollen - a process called larceny.
Biodiversity Facts

Ninety-eight per cent of wild flower meadows have disappeared in the last century.
Neonicotinoids persist in the environment and pass into the soil and water courses. 

From here, they are reabsorbed into plants, pass into nectar and pollen, and end up 
affecting the pollinators. The toxic mix of pesticides and fungicides affects the ability 
of bees to ferment bee bread which is essential to their existence.

What can we do?
- Don’t tidy your garden too much. Leave heaps of ‘rubbish’ for bees to nest in.
- Make or buy ‘Bee Hotels’. Keep them clean.
- Plant for a succession of flowering plants all through the year. Brigit’s list (and 

a few extras) are mahonia, crocus, aconite, celandine, snowdrops, hellebores, 
dandelion, flowering currant, pulmonaria, vipers bugloss, nepeta, borage, wild 
marjoram, Michaelmas daisies, sedum, ivy and heathers.  But don’t forget the 
trees and shrubs – viburnum , mimosa, camellias, sarcococca, skimmia.  And 
plant wildflower seed mixes for meadows, if you have room.

Recommended Reference Books
Field Guide to the Bees of Great Britain and Ireland  Steven Falk
Plants for Bees  Kirk and Howes

Brigit's upcoming book Dancing With Bees (A Journey Back to Nature) will be 
published by Chelsea Green Publishing and is expected to be available in the UK in 
September. She describes it as a nature memoir rather than a reference book, but it 
will contain a great deal of information about bees, what she has learned about them, 
and how spending so much time watching 
them has helped her reconnect with the 
natural world. 

We can only aspire to do the same.
Subeditor's Note

If you haven’t been too distracted by 
our politics of late, you might have noticed 
that 2019 is the Year of the Fly.  This 
is intended as a celebration of flies and 
their role in nature and human society. 
During the year the intention is to educate 
the general public about the diversity, 
significance and beauty of flies and how 
they affect our lives. A general awareness of flying insects will hopefully lead to an 
improved understanding of our particular apian administrations.

I for one, decided after listening to Brigit and learning some rather amazing facts, 
that when I come back, I want to be a bumblebee. 

All photos credited to, and copyright of, Brigit Strawbridge.

Male, White-tailed Bumblebee - with Moustache
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www.northernbeebooks.co.uk

The widest range of 
English language 

bee books 

“the quality quarterly with quarterly quality”

The
BeekeepersQuarterly

The home of

Asian Hornet Monitoring in Devon
Jill & Ken Beagley

The website https://ahat.org.uk/monitoring-stations/ gives details of whereabouts in 
Devon beekeepers are monitoring for Asian hornets using the bait Suterra in dishes.

Having been to Bob Hogg’s fascinating talk at a TKBKA meeting at Dartington in 
early April, we learnt about Colin Lodge’s use of circular plastic discs with holes in to 
stop insects getting sticky feet in the monitoring dishes. The disc, cut from a plastic 
chopping board, sits flat in a saucer, which means just 
a small amount of Suterra is effective for a much longer 
time, as only a small amount of the liquid is exposed to 
the air.

We are still monitoring for Asian Hornets with Suterra 
in a dish. Thankfully, to date, we have seen only queen 
wasps - one even working early on a damp and cold 
Sunday morning.

The next day we saw two wasps at the same time and 
we have been informed by another resident in our village 
of the whereabouts of one local wasp nest. .

Our monitoring dish is in our south-facing front garden, 
where we can regularly check to see which insects are visiting. The wasps we have 
been watching come back regularly, so once attracted they come back many times 
and are easily spotted.

At least the two wasp queens were not needlessly drowned in a trap.
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Bee Health Days
Gerry Hanley, Tiverton Branch

The Bee Health Day held by the Exeter Branch in late July 2018 in The Kenn 
Centre, Exeter, was the first one I ever attended. 

As a beginner, who was keen to get his own beehive, I wanted to know more. How 
do I care for these creatures without getting stung to bits?

Simon Jones and David Packham, both Bee Inspectors, plus six other Regional 
Bee inspectors from Somerset and Cornwall were in attendance. They were very 
open to discussion, Q&A and support.

The talks and demonstrations given were thorough, interesting and up to date: 
starting with chalk brood; then sac brood; nosema; bee paralysis and other problems 
and then moving on to the notifiable diseases, AFB and EFB.

Each was explained as to what they were and the various ways to deal with them.
Later in the morning we had a talk about wax moth issues and then our old foe 

varroa and associated issues. The now infamous Asian Hornet was also discussed!
One of the things which I was interested to learn and take away from the day was 

that there were a few alternative treatments available for the varroa mite (or should 
I say management tools) like the various chemical treatments vs the biotechnical 
methods. There were also plenty of breaks for refreshment between talks as well as 
Bee Health Information Booklets and brochures which were available to take away.

4F Radial Motorised £598

Neopoll 1lkg pack - £3.95
             18k box  - £66.60

(fondant with pollen)

Neopoll 1kg pack -   £3.95
           18kg box   - £66.60

(fondant with pollen)

Apifonda 2.5kg pack -  £5.95
             12.5kg box  - £26.50

(Plain fondant)

ApiInvert 14kg pail -  £29.50
(Inverted sugar syrup)

We can also supply all individuals, groups and association with very good rates on bulk
and wholesale purchases & pallet deliveries

We specialise in ASSEMBLED FRAMES Pre-Wired
and ready to use with or without foundation embedded.

Hives - Extractors - Motor Conversions - Filtration - Pre-Wired Frames - Tools/Sundries - Fondant - Poly Insulated Roofs - Bulk Orders

plus all other beekeeping needs

www.parkbeekeeping.com        02086 949960       info@parkbeekeeping.com       London  Est 1985

10 w/foundation
£29.70

10 Frames
£14.75
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This is a fantastic opportunity to get up close and personal with 
diseases you hope never to find in your bee hives.

There will be a series of workshops about keeping our bees healthy, 
which we know has become increasingly difficult with the arrival of more 

and more exotic pests and perhaps the effects of climate change!
Led by Simon Jones (our Regional Bee Inspector) and his team.

Refreshments will be provided on arrival and will be available 
throughout the day, but you will be expected to provide your own 
packed lunch - unless you wish to order a light meal at the local 

Redwood Inn.
Reserve your place as soon as possible to avoid disappointment by 

emailing: beehealthday@btinternet.com
Please pay by BACS to account: 06514553 sort code: 60-21-27  

(reference BHD and your name) or by cheque payable to  
DBKA Tiverton Branch posted to: Mrs Kim Orchard,  

Little Orchard, 4 Orpington Court, Halberton, EX16 7DD

Bee Health Day
Saturday 13 July

9.30 am - 4.30 pm
Uplowman Village Hall EX16 7DN

Cost £10

After lunch there were the practical sessions. There were a few beehives set 
up outside for the afternoon inspections and a bee inspector demonstrated and 
explained what to look out for during inspections. Thankfully, the bees were nice and 
calm!

Alongside this, in a room set up as a quarantine area, brood and super frames 
showing different problems and diseases were set up to be examined and identified. 

The event was well attended by beekeepers of all levels of experience; it was both 
social and highly educational. Attendees were requested to bring a clean bee suit 
with us for the day.

It was a fascinating, interesting and informative day and one I’d like to attend again.  
This year the Tiverton Bee Health Day is being hosted by Tiverton Branch at 

Uplowman Village Hall on Saturday 13th July.  We hope you will support us and 
come along!  We need 60 people or the day will be cancelled, which would be a great 
shame.

Book your place now and for a mere £10 you will be rewarded with a fantastic day 
out and a chance to broaden your knowledge of bee-keeping.

Reserve your place by emailing beehealthday@btinternet.com.
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The Asian Hornet Handbook by Sarah Bunker
This is one of those books that you might wish there 

wasn't a need for.  Sarah Bunker's interesting book 
explains the advance of this invasive insect towards 
our shores and is vital reading, providing detailed 
information on this formidable insect, how it got here 
and the methods used to repel it.

The Asian Hornet Handbook must surely be near 
the top of the list when it comes to value for money.  
From the clear drawing on the front cover to the 
notification details on the back, plus information on 
almost every page in between, this is a very well-
written book; it is truly a handbook that is useful for 
beekeepers and non-beekeepers alike.  At about 
10" x 7" (25 cm x17 cm) the paperback feels smooth 
to the touch and is pleasant to pick up.  There are 
plenty of informative photos, diagrams and drawings. 

You might imagine that as Dr Sarah Bunker has a PhD in insect flight, the 
section on Asian Hornet Biology might be full of tricky scientific terminology, but as 
a non-scientist, I, for one, found it easy and fascinating to read.  There are clear 
descriptions and explanations and, while there is a full glossary near the end of the 

Book Review
Rachel West
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handbook, it's so clearly written that you simply pick up on any special names used 
on the way.  There is emphasis on the importance of correct identification of the 
insect, and, as you go on to read other sections, you realise the practical implications 
of this.  When the authorities have to cope with 8000 reported sightings of Asian 
hornets and only one is correct, it brings home the resources needed to fight the 
invasion and the importance of education about the species.  This handbook should 
form an important part of that education across the country.

In some respects it is a shame that these bugs are such a danger to the general 
public and have the potential to have such a negative impact on honey bee colonies 
and so beekeeping, because Sarah Bunker describes what an amazing creature they 
are. Just one mated queen arriving undisturbed could establish a whole new species 
right across the UK.  Those of us who may have simply considered the Asian hornet 
as a deadly predator of honey bees learn in this handbook how resourceful they 
are.  Just one fact that I enjoyed was that the workers feeding the carnivorous larvae 
have no choice but to bring those mashed up honey bee thoraxes back to the nest, 
in order to receive their own nutritious smoothie from the young they are feeding.  It 
makes me wonder about other native insects I just regarded as annoying pests - 
perhaps more education is required and they all should be viewed with more respect.

Respect for other insects is considered in detail in the handbook when describing 
the hazards of setting Asian hornet traps.  Sarah has thoroughly researched the 
various trapping methods in use mainly in France where the Asian hornet is firmly 
established.  This section is more complex due to the wide variety of traps and the 
concern for innocent by-catch.  Trapping is contentious and at times potentially 
pointless, but in the meantime the emphasis here is on preventing the invasion.

We are told that the handbook was inspired by a trip to Jersey to partake in Asian 
hornet nest finding.  There is a clear description of the work undertaken there, 
based on real life experiences and outcomes.  After positive identification, baiting 
and tracking the insects in order to find the well-hidden nests requires patience, 
observation and co-operation between trackers, property-owners and the relevant 
authorities.  The Asian hornet's nest, often high up in a tree, seems to be far more 
difficult to spot than an unmarked queen in the beehive in summer.  The handbook 
provides a step-by-step guide of the Jersey technique of nest-finding, including a 
useful kit list.  It also makes it clear how to find out who to contact locally, along with a 
short history of how the various parties work together here, as well as providing a list 
of acronyms.

Bearing in mind the ability of the Asian hornet to spread so rapidly in Europe, 
we are fortunate that Dr Sarah Bunker has been inspired to engage in the efforts 
in Jersey to halt its progress there, and to go on to research the experiences of 
beekeepers with hives already under attack. Referencing relevant literature, both 
recent and going back years, and discussions with those in the front line of devising 
future tracking and defence against this invasive species, she has produced 
this comprehensive handbook which is practical, easy to read and important for 
beekeepers - not to store on their bookshelves, but to read and have to hand, ready 
to refer to.  

The Asian Hornet Handbook by Sarah Bunker is a "must have".
Website information from the back cover: www.asianhornethandbook.com
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My Day Out at County Show
Lilah Killock

At 7 am on the Thursday morning, there was a surprising amount of traffic about in 
the Showground, and I wasn't the first to arrive at the Bees & Honey Tent - the man 
from Adams Hardware was already there setting out his wares.  But, apart from him, 
I had the tent to myself and so took the opportunity to take some photographs of the 
displays.  It was obvious even at that early hour, that the team led by Liz Westcott, 
Show Chair & Secretary, and Harriet Brooks-Brownlie, Chief Steward, had done a 
magnificient job of setting up and organising the displays ready for the public.

There were lots of entries already in position on the Honey Show display stands 
and tables, so much so I had to shuffle things along to fit my products in.  Soon the 
tent began filling up with people, all very clearly with a job to do.  Time for me to slink 
away and find some breakfast.

In the past I have volunteered to be a steward and gained free entry to the Show 
that way, but this time around I earned my complimentary pass by staging seven or 
more entries, so I was free to take my time wandering around the Show.  However, I 
was soon back at Bees & Honey where the judging had just started.  

I thought the judging would be over by in a few hours, I could check out which of 
my rivals had won what, and be home with my bees in time for a late lunch.  But 
it didn't work out quite like that.  I got caught up in the excitement of the day, the 
judging lasted well into the afternoon, and even as I left the Show at 4.30 pm, the 
prize certificates had not all come out.
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Okehampton Branch's stand early in the morning awaiting its first visitors

Jon Custance-Baker on the Honey Sales stand

There was a steady flow of visitors 
all day. The new class for Gourmet 
Honey where the public tasted 
different jars of honey and voted for 
the one they liked best proved popular, 
especially with the children.

Another class judged by the public 
was for the best decorated on a 
bee theme cake.  The cakes looked 
delicious but were for looking at only - 
not tasting!

In the early afternoon there was a 
flurry of excitement in the tent.  It was 
obvious that some VIPs had arrived.  
They announced that Bees & Honey 
had won the Silver Medal Award for 
Best Feature at the Show - a well-
deserved accolade for the team.

So, how did I do with my entries?  
You will have to wait and see.  There 
will be a full report and list of winners 
in the next issue.
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'A Decorative Wheelbarrow', one of the new classes, proved very popular

Ali Mallett and Fionna Winter enjoying their first year  
manning the Newton Abbot stand



116

The bees in 'The Chamber' are always a big draw

Chris Utting ready for questions at the  
Information Desk

The team on the Taste of Honey stand
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These Truths
Jeremy Barnes

Jill Lepore’s most recent book These Truths is a tour-de-force. The American 
experiment, she argues, rests on three ideas that Jefferson called these truths: 
political equality, natural rights and the sovereignty of the people. But has the nation, 
and democracy itself, delivered on that promise? As she reckons with both the beauty 
and tragedy of American history, Jill asks whether 
the course of events over more than five centuries 
has proven the nation’s truths, or belied them. 

Along the way (and there are 800 pages of ‘way’) 
she makes a remarkable observation.: Adams and 
Jefferson lived in an age of quantification.  It began 
with the measurement of time.  Time used to be 
a wheel that turned, and turned again; during the 
scientific revolution time became a line …. The new 
use and understanding of time contributed to the 
idea of progress - if time is a line instead of a circle, 
things can get better and even better, instead of 
forever rising and falling in endless cycles, like the 
seasons.

The concept of time as cyclical starts with the 
earth revolving around the sun, which creates 
the seasons, to which, over millions of years, all 
life has evolved and adapted - plants, birds and 
mammals. Mankind too.  For thousands of years, 
and especially outside the tropics, we observed the cycle of spring, summer, autumn 
and winter, of planting the seeds, watching the crop mature, harvesting the bounty 
and surviving the dearth, waiting for life to re-appear.  In another sense, people were 
essentially non-transient and lived through a cycle of birth, growth, maturity and 
death, generation after generation, with no particular expectations of improvement or 
change. 

Honey bees go through the cycle of egg, larva, pupa and a mature adult which 
fertilises, provides or tends the eggs for the next cycle; or, in a larger sense, they 
forage in the spring, reproduce in the early summer, store resources in the autumn, 
and cluster through the winter, waiting for the first signs of renewed plant life before 
sending out the foragers and feeding the next generation of brood.  Their purpose is 
the survival of the colony, and thus of the species, in as strong a form as possible.  
This has not changed for some 80 million years, neither in purpose nor in practice. 

But, Ms Lapore suggests, this changed for mankind, and only for mankind, in the 
eighteenth century, with the predominance of science, reason, the enlightenment 
and a change in the concept of progress.  After the Reformation  the word progress 
related to moral improvement, a journey from sin to salvation, from error to truth.  But 
following the emphasis on reason and science, progress came to mean technological 
improvement, and by the twentieth century it had been surpassed by the term 
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innovation.  The latter is no moral concept - innovation is concerned with novelty, 
speed and profit, rather than with goodness - and for many, in the age of the atom 
bomb, progress seemed to be obscene; salvation had not been found in machines 
despite the wealth of materialism available to many consumers. 

The point is that mankind, and only mankind, has moved from a cyclical concept 
of time to one that is linear.  We expect to do better than our parents, to learn more, 
to earn more, to have more. For example, in February, 1946, The New York Times 
introduced to the American public ENIAC - the Electronic Numerical Integrator 
and Computer - which, like the atomic bomb, had been produced by the military to 
fight the Second World War, in particular to break codes and to project weapons 
trajectories.  Grace Hopper, a professor at Vasar, explained It is the current aim to 
replace, as far as possible, the human brain.  ENIAC could make calculations one 
hundred times faster than any earlier machine, and as from 1946 history cannot be 
fully understood without the concept of computerisation.

Six years later, in November, CBS announced that it would predict the result of the 
presidential election using ‘a giant brain’, namely UNIVAC - the Universal Automatic 
Computer. Half the size of ENIAC, it was twice as fast. Built for the Census Bureau, 
the new concept of data processing turned people into consumers whose habits 
could be tracked and whose spending could be predicted.  Just as advertisers could 
segment the market, so too could political consultants divide voters into different 
categories and send them separate messages. 

Fast forward thirty years and the Silicon Valley Entrepreneur became the envy 
of the world. Many of the wealthiest 
people in the world - Jeff Bezos, Mark 
Zuckenburg, Bill Gates and Steve 
Jobs, for example - made their billions 
in computers and start-ups. As IBM 
marketed mainframe computers to the 
business world, Apple designed personal 
computers that most people could afford, 
culminating in the Internet (another 
military initiative) by which the model 
of citizenship that involved debate and 
deliberation was replaced by one that 
involves consumption and persuasion, 
driven by the hyper-individualism of 
blogging, posting, tweeting, user-profiling 
and the eventual radicalisation and 
polarisation of the public forum.  It is a 
new narcissistic culture.

And now we anticipate 5G (meaning 
fifth generation) mobile technology 
that will process data one hundred 
times faster than currently.  How fast is 
enough?

www.thebeeshop.co.uk

Quality Beekeeper 
Clothing 

At Affordable Prices

Full Suits, 
Smocks, Bee Vests & 

Veils 
Full Adult Beekeeper Suit  
from £52 (free postage)

Email: 
michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com
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Computer innovation is only one rather obvious example of many linear 

developments that happened during what for many is our lifetime, and at a pace 
that was inconceivable when it started.  Meanwhile, the sun continues to rise at 
predictable times, the moon sets as it always has, and it takes 21 days for an egg to 
develop into a worker bee, no matter what we do.  We use chemicals to make hens 
increase their egg production, cows to produce more milk, plants to produce more 
flowers, orchards to produce more fruit, bee colonies to expand faster in the early 
spring … and we blithely ignore the subtle distinctions between quantity and quality.  

Is this the critical issue that underlies the global climatic crisis?  That in our over-
confidence and arrogance we believe we can adjust everything to suit our linear 
needs?  If so, the natural world is showing, dramatically, just how futile and ill-advised 
this is.  And  this is one of the messages from the bees, expressed in the constant 
rhythmic cycle of their lives. 

It’s time to stop talking.  Like the best of liberalism writes Kevin Baker in a superb 
essay in the May edition of Harper’s, and with particular reference to the USA, the 
proof is in the doing. All the efforts to dismiss (climate change) as some socialist plot 
will not stand, cannot stand. These challenges will not vanish because we want to 
avoid them. They will not slow just because we choose to go slow.  The Green New 
Deal, as its name implies, is meant to be a restoration, a return to the sort of fairness, 
the human balance, the dignity of a working life, wantonly abandoned and derided by 
so many of our leading politicians and commentators. If we are to survive, it will be 
necessary to ignore them. Obviously they have nothing more to offer.

Amid the denial and ideological bankruptcy of much of the political leadership as 
we race to self-destruction, we can find direction and  inspiration from the natural 
world, which resolutely does what it has always done - live in conformity with the 
seasons which in turn reflect the power of the cosmos. 

For Sale

5-Frame Nuclei with a marked 2018 Buckfast X Queen. Overwintered on the edge of 
Dartmoor.  Available from the middle of April. Both on Langstroth and National brood 
frames. Plenty of bees and brood. Supplied in a free reusable Correx travel box.  
£180 with a £50 deposit required to secure booking.  Please contact Peter Hunt, 
Rosemary Cottage, North Bovey TQ13 8RA, email peter@beesindevon.co.uk,  
01647 440322 (answerphone - please leave a message)

A collection of assorted beekeeping equipment at a negotiable price.  For full details 
please contact Clare Baker on 01803 872697 or email clare.ron12@btinternet.com

A number of Paynes PolyNuc boxes for 5 National Frames. Brand new, never been 
used. Complete with cover boards and entrance discs. £30 each. (From Paynes at 
the moment they are £33 each.)  Please contact Peter Hunt on 01647 440322 or 
email peter@beesindevon.co.uk
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Diary Dates

East Devon eastdevonbk.co.uk 01404 841629

Exeter exeterbeekeepers.org.uk 01392 832956

Holsworthy holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk 01237 440165

Newton Abbot nabk.org.uk 07935 041168

North Devon northdevonbees.org 07791 679283

Okehampton okehamptonbee.co.uk 01363 82361

Plymouth plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk 01752 338279

Tavistock tavistock-beekeepers.org.uk 07946 272516

Tiverton tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk 01363 860252

Torbay tbbk.co.uk 01803 844804

Totnes & Kingsbridge totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com 01803 866028

Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the Branch 
Secretary first. Contact details are: 

June

Sat 1 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Open to Public (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 1 2.00pm Exeter Public Open Day (Exeter Apiary)

Sat 1 2.30pm East Devon Kit Clean-up, Repair and Sale, Wax Recovery  
(Hunthay Apiary)

Sat 1 7.30pm Torbay Module 1 (Sainsbury’s cafe, Paignton) 

Sun 2 10.00am Plymouth Improvers Meeting (Branch Apiary)

Sun 2 2.30pm Holsworthy Apiary Meeting (Dunsland Apiary)

Mon 3 7.30pm Torbay Spring Conference Debrief (St Pauls, Preston) 

Tue 4 7.30pm Torbay Module 4 (Sainsbury’s cafe, Paignton) 

Sat 8 10.00am North Devon Bees and Flowers (St John’s Gdn Centre, Barnstaple)

Sat 8 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Open (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 8 1.00pm Torbay Apiary Meeting and BBQ (Cockington, Torquay) 

Sat 8 2.00pm Exeter Exeter Members Apiary Session (Exeter Apiary)

Sun 9 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (7) (Branch Apiary)

Sun 9 10.00am Tiverton Wimbleball Open Day Exhibition Stand

Sun 9 11.00am North Devon Bees and Flowers (St John’s Gdn Centre, Barnstaple)

Sun 9 11.00am Okehampton Bee Safari (Bow Area)

Sun 9 12 noon DARG Thermo Regulation in the Hive (Willand Village Hall)

Tue 11 7.30pm Torbay Committee Meeting (Sainsbury’s, Paignton) 

Sat 15 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Open (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 15 2.00pm Torbay Apiary Meeting (Cockington, Torquay) 



122
Sun 16 2.30pm Totnes & 

Kingsbridge
Bees & Teas (Tammy Skinner's Apiary, TQ9 5UT)

Sun 16 2.30pm Holsworthy Apiary Meeting (Dunsland Apiary)

Sat 22 - Sun 23 Axe Vale Show (Axminster Showground)

Sat 22 2.00pm Torbay Apiary Meeting (Cockington, Torquay) 

Sat 22 2.00pm Exeter Exeter Members Apiary Session (Exeter Apiary)

Sat 22  2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Open and Branch BBQ (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sun 23 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (8) (Branch Apiary)

Sn 23 2.30pm Totnes & 
Kingsbridge

Find the Lady plus sale of surplus equipment  
(Delia Elliott's Apiary, TQ7 4ER)

Sat 29 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Open (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 29 2.00pm Torbay Apiary Meeting (Cockington, Torquay) 

Sat 29 2.30pm East Devon Migratory Beekeeping: Heather (Hunthay Apiary)

Sun 30 10.00am Plymouth Apiary Maintenance Morning (Branch Apiary)

Sun 30 2.00pm North Devon Taster Day (Horestone Apiary)

Sun 30 2.30pm Holsworthy Apiary Meeting (Dunsland Apiary)

July

Sat 6 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Open (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 6 2.00pm Exeter Apiary Session (Exeter Apiary)

Sat 6 2.30pm East Devon Eat, Drink and be Merry Social (Hunthay Apiary)

Sat 6 2.30pm Okehampton Apiary Meeting (Taw Mill, Wembworthy)

Sat 6 2.00pm Torbay Apiary Meeting (Cockington, Torquay) 

Sun 7 10.00am Plymouth Improvers Meeting (Branch Apiary)

Sun 7 tba Newton Abbot Visit by Devon Wildlife Trust – details tba

Tue 9 - Sun 14 Torbay Bee Week (Paignton Zoo, Paignton) 

Fri 12 9.30am Tiverton Bee Health Day (Uplowman Village Hall)

Sat 13 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Open (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 13 2.00pm Torbay Apiary Meeting (Cockington, Torquay) 

Sat 13 2.30pm East Devon Varroa Control/Asian Hornet Update (Hunthay Apiary)

Sun 14 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (9) (Branch Apiary)

Sun 14 12.00 noon DARG Drone Congregation Update and Demo (tba)

Sat 20 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Open (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 20 2.00pm Exeter Apiary Session (Exeter Apiary)

Sat 20 2.00pm Torbay Apiary Meeting (Cockington, Torquay) 

Sat 20 tba North Devon Basic Assessment at Horestone Apiary

Sun 21 10.00am Plymouth Maintenance Morning (Branch Apiary)
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Sat 27 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Open (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 27 2.00pm Torbay Apiary Meeting (Cockington, Torquay) 

Sun 28 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (10) (Branch Apiary)

August

Thu 1 East Devon &
Exeter

Honiton Show (Honiton Showground)

Sat 3 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Open (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 3 2.00pm Exeter Apiary Session (Exeter Apiary)

Sat 3 2.00pm Torbay Apiary Meeting (Cockington, Torquay) 

Sun 4 10.00am Plymouth Improvers Meeting (Branch Apiary)

Wed 7 10.00am North Devon Branch Display at North Devon Show

Thu 8 Okehampton Honey Show (Okehampton Agricultural Show)

Sat 10 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Open (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 10 2.00pm Torbay Apiary Meeting (Cockington, Torquay) 

Sat 10 2.00pm Exeter Public Open Day (Exeter Apiary)

Sat 10 2.30pm East Devon Extracting and Preparing Honey (Hunthay Apiary)

Sun 11 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (11) (Branch Apiary)

Fri 16 - Sun 18 North Devon Display at RHS Rosemoor (Torrington)

Sat 17 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Open (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 17 2.00pm Exeter Apiary Session (Exeter Apiary)

Sat 17 2.00pm Torbay Apiary Meeting (Cockington, Torquay) 

Sun 18 10.00am Plymouth Maintenance Morning (Branch Apiary)

Sat 24 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Open (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 24 2.00pm Torbay Apiary Meeting (Cockington, Torquay) 

Sat 24 tba Okehampton Visit to Quantock Division Apiary

Sat 31 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Open (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 31 2.00pm Torbay Apiary Meeting (Cockington, Torquay) 

Sat 31 2.00pm Exeter Apiary Session (Exeter Apiary)

The Apimondia Congress 
takes place in Montréal 
8-12 September. It is the 
event for everyone in the 
bee world - scientists and 
practitioners - that takes 
place every two years.  
Four days of conference, 
workshops and meeting interesting people from all over the world. 
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Tel: 01626 368986 - www.newtonprint.co.uk

The 129th Honiton 
Agricultural Show

The Showground, EX14 3AW

Thursday 1 August
A great day out for all the family

Mingle among the animals
Visit Bees and Honey

Enter the honey, cookery, wax, etc 
competitions

Details on DBKA, Exeter and East Devon websites


