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Chairman's Brood Box

Tony Lindsell
I am writing this month’s Broodbox whilst on holiday in Peru 

- not that I’d planned to write it from here but there is a heavy 
downpour of rain outside which gives me the chance. We have 
been trying to find a local beekeeper to visit whilst we are in 
this country but, so far, have been unsuccessful. Sadly, even 
though it is summertime here, we haven’t seen any honey 
bees flying around but there have been a few bumble bees. 
The areas that we have been visiting are at a high altitude so 
that may be the reason. On the other hand there are plenty 
of fertile valleys nearby with an abundant source of food for 
them. The shops don’t seem to stock very much local honey either but there are a 
few unlabelled plastic pots of honey and pollen on market stalls. If we do manage to 
find a beekeeper I’ll tell you more about it next month. I’m not sure that I’m likely to 
find our European bees or the African bees which I understand were inadvertently 
released into the South American continent in the 1950s. 

I’m hearing that the weather at home is unseasonably warm encouraging the bees 
to leave their hives. I’m concerned that this may be a false start to the season and 
that we may pay for it with a cold snap in March. The unreliability of the seasons 
is something we have had to manage for our bees over many years and is now an 
integral part of the challenge of keeping bees. 

April is always an exciting month for me as it is the time we can really begin to 
enjoy our bees by putting into operation the optimistic plans we’ve made for them  
over the winter. It is also a time when our branches and our Devon County Show 
Committee are finalising their plans for the coming agricultural shows and summer 
events. I’m sure there will be lots more information in this edition about the Bees and 
Honey Marquee at the County Show which takes place from the 16th to 18th May. 

After a transitional year for us in 2018, we now have a new Show Committee led 
by Liz Westcott, Stephen Ide and Harriet Brooks Brownlie with several new and 
younger members supporting them. They have many new ideas but are still retaining 
the traditional favourite parts of the show. What they do need is your support. You 
will be aware that a lot of planning goes into organising the Marquee but between 
the Sundays 12th and 19th we need as many helpers as possible. If you are able to 
Steward at the show on Thursday, Friday or Saturday, you will receive a free entry 
into the showground.

We would also appreciate your support in entering the competitions. When I first 
started beekeeping I was overawed and reluctant to get involved with entering 
my honey or hive products into any competition.  Gradually over the years I have 
entered various different categories so that I now realise it’s not so scary but another 
enjoyable aspect of the craft which also helps me in my beekeeping. This year, by 
prior arrangement, you can actually bring your entries on the Thursday morning so 
you won’t need to make two journeys if you are travelling from a distance. I’m sure 
it’s going to be another good year for the DBKA at the show and I look forward to 
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Devon County Honey Show Schedule
Liz Westcott

seeing you there. If you can’t make this show then please support your Branch at one 
of the many local agriculture shows during the year.

I have recently organised a batch of polo shirts embroidered with the DBKA logo 
for some of our show stewards. They look quite smart and help to promote our 
Association. If you would like one then please contact me. The price is somewhere 
between £16 and £18, depending on numbers ordered at the time. 

The schedule for entries to the Devon County Honey Show is now available on 
the Devon County Show website. If you entered the Show last year you should 
automatically receive a schedule this year. You can request a schedule be posted to 
you on the Devon County Show website or download a copy at  
www.devoncountyshow.co.uk. There is also a link to the schedule from the DBKA 
website. 

In order to simplify the entry system on line, we have changed the method of 
entering. Click on Honey Classes and you will find the entire schedule listed instead 
of having to go in and out of each section of the schedule. 

There are several new classes - Decorated Cake, Beeswax Wraps, The Best 
Tasting Honey (Gourmet Honey), Decorative Wheel Barrow, Chutney (to your own 
recipe) and some excellent recipes in the Cookery Section which have been tried 
and tested. We hope you will find something that inspires you to have a go and look 
forward to seeing you at the Show.
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Holsworthy Spring Convention
Rachel West

There was a celebratory feel at the Holsworthy Spring Convention this year, along 
with the usual early buzz of beekeepers meeting up, talking about the weather, 
how their hives were looking, while enjoying tea, coffee, biscuits and bacon butties. 
There were birthday cakes, milestones observed and beekeepers no longer with us 
remembered as the Bee Master's Prayer was said.

The format was different than in previous years, with workshops abandoned and 
Snapshots inserted in between the lectures instead.  This allowed more room for 
trade stands and gave attendees great value for money as each guest lecturer had 
two bites of the cherry: cramming more information into our beekeeping heads than 
we might have anticipated when we signed up for the day.

There were two speakers from Southern Ireland: Gerry Ryan and Jim Ryan (not 
relatives), and one from Scotland, Phil McAnespie, and these Celtic chaps certainly 
knew their bees.  All three stressed the importance of keeping strong healthy 
colonies.

Phil McAnespie, using fascinating images, told us all about pollen and its 
importance to the colony, including the fact that drones need pollen for a high 
spermatozoa count, that it's been scientifically proven Irish Heather Honey is better 
than Manuka Honey, and that in the hive we must ensure that whole frames filled with 
pollen are not acting as a barrier reducing space for the queen to lay.  Phil's snapshot 
talk was on Beekeeping in Scotland.  This was in the afternoon and he made sure 
that we were awake after the big Holsworthy Ploughman's Lunch by showing photos 
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of various types of bees and getting the audience 
to say what type they were.  On a map of Scotland 
he showed where Black Bee breeding programmes 
were taking place.  He also confirmed something that 
many may have already suspected: it's cold and damp 
in Scotland and during some summers the mean 
temperature does not rise above 20°C.

Neither Gerry or Jim Ryan from Tipperary discussed 
the temperature there particularly, but both told of the 
importance of the 15th June.  By then, where they 
live, queen-right beehives bubbling with bees should 
be ready for the honey flow and subsequent harvest.  
Their combined talks demonstrated ways to achieve 

this and were full of good advice.
Gerry Ryan explained how to make best use of Oil Seed Rape telling us to Feed! 

Feed! Feed! before moving the bees there and not to forget to spin the honey out 
before it granulates. Record-keeping is vital - one reason being that you should put 
drone comb into the hives that produced the most honey the previous year.  Gerry 
said that queens raised early in the season are the best queens.  A queen-right 
colony either has a mated queen, a queen cell or a virgin queen in the box.  He 
explained the importance of equalisation, ie, all hives in the apiary being in the 
same state with a high number of bees.  He gave advice on nucs stating that nucs 
made up in June need one frame of brood and one of food, in July, two frames of 
each and in August, three.  He said much better results were achieved from over-
wintered polystyrene nucs, compared to wooden ones.  Having nucs ready at the 
start of the season is very important.  His fundamental message was that a hive with 
a high number of bees will produce more honey.  He did not forget to mention swarm 
control, the main topic of Jim Ryan's talk.

Jim Ryan reminded us that swarming is part 
and parcel of the bee and the object is not to 
prevent swarming, but to control it.  Being able 
to do this not only involves regular inspections 
of the colony, but also knowing what to look for 
and always being ready with spare equipment.  
Some tips he gave included finding the queen 
first, putting her in a cage to keep her safe while 
you carry out any inspection - but don't forget 
to let the queen out again before the hive is 
closed!  He said it was important to have a plan 
at the start of the season and to stick to it.  Both 
having a plan and keeping records had also 
come up in Jim's snapshot talk about assessing 
brood quality and queen viability.   His definition 
was that 90 per cent of eggs should be viable.  
He explained what to look for during weekly 
inspections (he referenced Ted Hooper's things 

Chris Smith welcomes  
the delegates

Browsing the Trade Stands
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to check) and what to have at the ready, eg, four 
supers per hive.  When talking about brood frame 
replacement he advised that when an old frame 
is being removed put the hive tool through it so 
you are not tempted to reuse it at a future date.  
He advised that out of season just make up one 
frame per day, leave the wax foundation until 
you are going to put the frame in the hive so it is 
undamaged and fresh.  Gerry Ryan had already 
told us that fresh foundation for the bees is as 
lovely for them as getting into clean bedsheets is 
for us.

Towards the end of a day packed with 
information Gerry Ryan's snapshot on 
Beekeeping in a Barrel was an entertaining yet 
detailed description of how to create a top bar hive in a 200 litre blue plastic barrel.  
His photos showed how the end of the barrel effectively has a funny face and he 
explained that it is a great talking point to create more interest in beekeeping.

It was a busy day with one hundred years of Beecraft magazine being celebrated, 
and amazing sights on the traders' stands such as BB Wear's £320 Asian Hornet-
proof bee suit and a stand of big and beautiful artistic models of pollen, plus an 
impressive amount of space for Thornes to display and sell their wares.  With 
entertaining speakers, good food and a full programme the Holsworthy Spring 
Convention 2019 certainly delivered a feel good factor for all who attended.

The speaker has everyone's full attention

DON'T SELL ALL YOUR HONEY YET!
 Devon County Show Honey Sales needs your honey and  

other hive products to sell at this year's County Show.
Honey always sells well, but so do candles, and other hive products, so  

get making and use this opportunity to promote your products.  
Our customers usually purchase honey from the area where they live. 

 Take this opportunity to promote your honey by donating some jars for the  
Taste of Honey Stall.  Sampling your honey is the best way to sell it! 

Check out the DBKA website for this year's prices.
The County retains 20% of the selling price as commission.  

 Jack Mummery (Devon County Show Honey Sales Coordinator)
Jabeda Barton, West Buckland, EX32 0SG 

Telephone: 01598 760209, email: jackmummery@mypostoffice.co.uk

The 2019 GBKA Auction will be 
held on Saturday 18th May 
at its new location at the 

Royal Agricultural University, Stroud Road, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 6SJ 
http://www.gbka.org.uk
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Stewards Wanted at Devon County Show

Have you thought about stewarding at Devon County 
Show this year?

Thank you so much to those who have already 
volunteered to steward at The Bees and Honey Marquee 
at Devon County Show (May 16th, 17th and 18th).

For those new to the Show, the Bees and Honey 
Marquee is an award-winning feature which consistently 

wins accolades for its ability to inform and engage the public about honey bees 
and beekeeping.  Our success each year is in no small way dependent on the 
enthusiastic volunteers from DBKA branches who come and steward at the show.

If you haven’t been involved before, we have a friendly team of stewards who work 
under the guidance of experienced Stall Managers in the marquee.  If you have been 
involved in the show before, we would love to hear from you again.  But you don’t 
have to be an experienced beekeeper to be involved.  From my own experience, if 
you are relatively new to beekeeping the show is a fantastic chance to test and to 
build upon your knowledge - as the members of the public are so interested and ask 
all sorts of questions.  In addition, you are likely to be working alongside those who 
have been beekeeping for years, and who are a handy source of answers to your 
own beekeeping questions – including, of course, questions about showing your hive 
products.

You can opt to steward for a half-day or up to three days and for each day you will 
have one free ticket to the Show.  

The stewarding sessions are: 8.30 am – 1.30 pm; 1.30 pm – 6.30 pm or  
10.30 am – 4.00 pm, with a half-hour break for lunch between 12.00 pm to 2.00 pm.

You can steward as many days as you wish and, if you have a preference, may 
choose the areas you work in from Honey Sales, Taste of Honey, Candle Rolling, 
Information Stand, Asian Hornet Exhibit or Flying Bees, or you may like to be one of 
our ‘general’ stewards who get to rove around and help out in a number of different 
roles, as required!  Parking is free.  Refreshments will be available throughout the 
day.

We also have some setting-up to do in the days preceding the show and you might 
like to consider getting involved instead of (or in addition to) the actual Show days. 
More details available on request.

Anyone interested in having a thoroughly rewarding and enjoyable (few) day(s) out 
and joining a friendly and enthusiastic team at Devon County Show, please email me 
at harriet.brooks-007@hotmail.co.uk.

Harriet Brooks Brownlie
Chief Steward
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Cyril Gould
Chris Utting

homehardware

MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

At 164 Fore Street, Exeter
Top quality equipment

Hives, frames, foundations and tools.
Main agents for E.H.THORNE

For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com

ADAMS

Cyril Gould, one of the longest serving members 
of North Devon Branch, passed away peacefully at 
home on 4th March.  He was very active on the DBKA 
EC and Show committee for many years in the 70s, 
80s and 90s.                                                                                                                                            

When I joined the Branch in 1982 Cyril was not only 
the Branch Treasurer but also the County Treasurer. 
He held these positions for many years and was not 
only very efficient but carried out these jobs with grace 
and humour. His work for the county was recognised 
when he was presented with the Downing Memorial 
Bowl in 1991.

I well remember during the branch audit sessions 
helping to empty the equipment shed at Horestone 
Apiary and counting every frame and piece of 
equipment.

Although Cyril's knowledge of accountancy was thorough as he did this for a living, 
his real love was the craft of beekeeping. He was highly respected for his beekeeping 
knowledge and advice, especially for us beginners. 
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Asian Hornet Meeting
Simon O'Sullivan

Saturday, 9th March saw a gathering of over thirty representatives from both 
Devon Branches and over County borders to talk all things Asian Hornet (AH). The 
overriding aim of the meeting was to help Devon branches prepare for what we fear 
is to come, to forge links between branches and to educate and plan for the future. 
The idea for the meeting was proposed by Devon Chairman Tony Lindsell, and was 
chaired on the day by Simon O’Sullivan from Okehampton, Devon's Asian Hornet 
Area Co-ordinator.

 The meeting was opened by Simon, who then handed over to Colin Lodge.  Colin 
along with Ken and Jill Beagly and Martyn Hocking should be thanked for the work 
they have done to get us to this stage. Colin, whose brainchild the Asian Hornet 
Action Teams are, gave a brief talk on the role for AHATs and how they can assist the 
NBU.  He has met with Nigel Semmence (NBU Contingency Planning and Science 
Officer) to discuss the role of AHATs. Colin spoke about his concerns that should the 
Asian hornet became endemic here, the NBU would not have sufficient resources to 
continue tracking and destroying the nests and that role would then fall to AHATs.

Dr Sarah Bunker, Devon Beekeeper, entomologist, scientific copy editor and Jersey 
hornet hunter, spoke on the life-cycle and natural history of the Asian Hornet.  Sarah 
is in the process of finishing a book she has been writing on this subject.
BBKA Plan

The attendees reviewed the BBKA plan for each Branch to have AH points of 
contact, to assist in identifying AH and reporting any potential sightings to the correct 
authorities.  This will assist the Non-Native Species Secretariat - the authority 
responsible for confirming sighting and 
mobilising the NBU - and potentially relieve 
them of the task of reacting to false sightings, 
so speeding up the process of addressing the 
real threats.

Next on the agenda was the formation of 
Branch AHATs and the role they could play if 
Branches are involved in tracking nests.
County-wide Monitoring 

Following on from the DARG monitoring initiative, a County/Southwest-wide plan 
was considered with the hope that branches will set up bait stations and monitor 
them during the first week in April to give a snapshot overview of any Asian hornet 
queens present or young populations developing.

Increasing public awareness is likely the most important aspect.  To let the 
public know that the Asian Hornet is not just a beekeeping problem but a potential 
environmental disaster that will affect us all.  Any ideas that branch members 
may have for involving the general public will be well received. Some branches 
have already organised stalls at various events and have given talks to various 
interested groups through the county. A large collection of leaflets was available 
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for the branches to take away, with the intention that all community noticeboards 
in the county will carry an Asian hornet identification poster, particularly since the 
NBU-produced leaflets may no longer be available due to budgetary problems. A 
number of branches are producing their own leaflets, with digital templates eventually 
available to be shared. The importance of this work cannot be stressed highly 
enough, and thanks are due to those getting the message out there.  
Use of Traps

During a brief discussion on the use of traps, Richard Ball from DARG read an 
article by Glyn Davies concerning his worry over the use of traps and the problems 
of by-catch. It was agreed that monitoring traps should only be used if they can be 
regularly checked.
Tracking

The last item on the agenda related to tracking the Asian hornet.  Judith Norman 
and Sue Baxter, both with experience in Jersey, gave a description of the technique 
they used to find the nests and the skills which, in the future, will likely be very useful.

The meeting ended with a lively discussion having covered a large amount of 
material in a short space of time.  

It was hoped that Branch representatives left feeling better informed about the work 
of AHATs and that we have formed the nucleus of an organisation that can be built 
upon to protect our bees and all other pollinators at risk.

Jersey’s first Asian hornet of of 2019 has been found hibernating in hessian 
sacking, in the Marina store of La Collette, St Helier. 

The recent warm spell has possibly encouraged hornets to emerge from 
hibernation earlier than usual, and therefore residents should to keep an eye out for 
these invasive alien insects. 

With 17 nests found in 2017, and 55 in 2018, we could expect there to be 150 
nests this year. However our success last year in finding and destroying every nest 
reported will have reduced the number of queens significantly. 

The problem is we don’t know how many we will find this year until the end of the 
season and 150 nests will be a great challenge. If at the end of the year, we have 
failed to destroy all the known nests, then we have lost the battle. Amelioration of 
effects will then be our only option. If, on the other hand, the number of nests is 
notably fewer than 150, we could then conclude that our efforts last year have paid 
off.

My report on Jersey’s Asian Hornet Campaign 2018 and the updated Jersey 
Method of tracking hornet nests, which is used by the Island’s hunters, is now 
available online at http://ahat.org.uk

The Jersey Asian Hornet Group is very grateful for the support and encouragement 
of the people and Government of Jersey, who have been vital to our campaign and 
recognise that without them we would not be in the position we are.

News from Jersey Beekeepers
Bob Hogge, 28 February 2019
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Extract from South West Region Annual Report 2018 

The National Bee Unit continues Exotic Pest Surveillance inspections around risk 
points (port and airports) for incursions of Small Hive Beetle (SHB), Tropilaelaps and 
Asian hornet. With the help of local beekeepers, two Enhanced Sentinel Apiaries are 
situated near Avonmouth Docks and two near Plymouth Docks, both considered very 
high risk points. These apiaries are inspected three times a year by the local Bee 
Inspector and floor samples are sent to the FERA laboratory for analysis. 

In addition to these inspections, 18 Sentinel Apiaries are maintained where 
beekeepers have an apiary near a risk point around the region and also assist the 
National Bee Unit (NBU) by regularly monitoring their colonies for Exotic Pests. Twice 
a year they send in floor debris samples to be tested. The NBU expresses thanks to 
the South West Sentinel Apiary Beekeepers for all of their help this season, this being 
an important part of the NBU’s surveillance programme. 

The NBU monitors imports of queens and package bees from the European Union 
and Third Countries (eg, Argentina, Australia and New Zealand). A large number of 
packages were again imported from Italy, some by beekeepers in the South West 
(SW) region.  (Small Hive Beetle was found in Southern Italy in 2014.) These were 
inspected for SHB as they were decanted into hives. Fortunately, nothing was found. 

Throughout the season, the SW Inspectors carried out enhanced surveillance for 
the Asian hornet in the Woolacombe area to ensure nothing had been overlooked 
from the nest that was destroyed there in 2017. 

There were nine confirmed Asian hornet sightings in 2018, beginning with an 
individual hornet found in a cauliflower in Bury, Lancashire, on 13th April. The 
cauliflower was grown in Lincolnshire but may have been stored with vegetables from 
France. 

After a quiet summer, a beekeeper in Fowey, Cornwall found a dead Asian hornet 
in his trap on 3rd September. He contacted his local SBI and a positive ID was 
confirmed, by which time the South-Western inspection team had been mobilised. 
Following NBU surveillance, a nest was found in dense brambles within a kilometre 
of the initial find and destroyed on 6th September. 

Nearby, in Liskeard, Cornwall, a single drone was caught in a trap by a beekeeper 
and ID confirmed on 7th September. Prolonged 
surveillance resulted in no further sightings. A dead hornet 
found in Hull, Yorkshire on 9th September was presumed 
to have been a single insect, inadvertently brought over 
from France. 

Meanwhile back in Fowey, further hornets were caught 
in traps in the same area and suspicions were aroused 
that these were more than stragglers from the first nest. 
Within two days a second nest was located in adjacent 
woodland and destroyed on 20th September. Although 
close to the first nest, the terrain was extremely difficult Asian Hornet caught in trap 

at Fowey
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4F Radial Motorised £598

Neopoll 1lkg pack - £3.95
             18k box  - £66.60

(fondant with pollen)

Neopoll 1kg pack -   £3.95
           18kg box   - £66.60

(fondant with pollen)
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             12.5kg box  - £26.50

(Plain fondant)

ApiInvert 14kg pail -  £29.50
(Inverted sugar syrup)

We can also supply all individuals, groups and association with very good rates on bulk
and wholesale purchases & pallet deliveries

We specialise in ASSEMBLED FRAMES Pre-Wired
and ready to use with or without foundation embedded.

Hives - Extractors - Motor Conversions - Filtration - Pre-Wired Frames - Tools/Sundries - Fondant - Poly Insulated Roofs - Bulk Orders

plus all other beekeeping needs

www.parkbeekeeping.com        02086 949960       info@parkbeekeeping.com       London  Est 1985

10 w/foundation
£29.70

10 Frames
£14.75

and the second nest could only be seen in a tree from one viewing position at the 
bottom. Analysis determined that the two nests were primary and secondary nests 
from the same queen and colony. 

Later in the month in New Alresford, Hampshire, a householder reported seeing 
Asian hornets foraging in his garden. The local SBI located the nest within a few 
hours of arriving, low down in a bush adjacent to a house a short distance away and 
the nest was destroyed on 24th September. 

Shortly thereafter, on the coast below Beaulieu, also in Hampshire, a householder 
noticed hornets feeding on fallen apples and alerted a beekeeper friend. On 
26th September, a nest was found and destroyed in woodland half a kilometre away. 

In Guildford, Surrey another dead hornet was discovered in a new Mini at a car 
dealership but the source of the insect remains unknown. 

Finally, in Dungeness, Kent, two Asian hornet drones were found foraging on ivy: 
one in a garden and the other at the RSPB reserve nearby. After several days of 
surveillance, no further hornets were seen and it was thought that these individuals 
may have been blown over from France.  

Offshore, a large number of Asian hornet sightings have been confirmed this year 
on Jersey. By the 4th October, 52 nests had been found and destroyed.

After any positive identification, a Standard Operating Procedure requires a 
Forward Operating Base to be established at a suitable location, eg, APHA offices 
or a local fire station. The operation is closely monitored by the NBU and Defra with 
daily reports to the cabinet office and Lord Gardiner. Bee inspectors are deployed 
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When entomologists study problems in insects 
they tend to look at the 4P’s first: Parasites; Poor 
nutrition; Pesticides; and Pathogens. 

Most insects tend to harm the plants by eating 
them; however bees are unique by working 
alongside the flowers, only eating nectar, which 
does no harm and aids in pollination. This symbiotic 
relationship rewards both parties. The downside of 
this is that systemic treatments to kill off other bugs 
are found in the pollen and nectar and are potentially 
dangerous to the bee population.  

A few other letters have also found their way into 
the equation: A stands for the new UK threat, Asian hornet; N for nesting habitat, so 
easily lost to domestic farming practices; I for Invasive species (think of varroa); C 
stands for Climate change - we had an extended winter in 2018, the longest in living 
memory.  So what do these letters spell out?  PANIC!  As good an anagram as any, I 
suppose.  

Please feel free to fill in your own list within each category.

with traps and bait stations with the aim of establishing lines of sight of the hornets 
returning to their nest after foraging. This requires good observation, patience and 
tracking, but is amply rewarded when the lines are plotted on a map and converge on 
the nest location. Even with this data it can be difficult to locate a nest in a thick tree 
canopy. Technology such as infrared photography, drones and radio tracking have 
been trialled, but the highest levels of success prevailed with human line of sight. 

Nests destroyed this year have been sent to FERA for analysis, with results 
pending. Remember that the Asian hornet (and other exotic pests) could arrive 
almost anywhere in the UK via the vast volume of traffic and goods from countries 
where exotic pests are endemic.  As always, beekeepers and members of the public 
are urged to report any suspect sightings through any of the following routes: 

-  The ‘Asian Hornet Watch’ app from the Apple and Android app stores. 
-  By email to alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk, accompanied by a photo. 
-  On the Non-native Species Secretariat online submission form, again with photo. 
Details on the Asian hornet can be found on the BeeBase guide or the NNSS Asian 

hornet ID sheet.  Of course a dead insect is much better than a missed photo, so 
catch the hornet if possible and freeze it or knock it down with anything to hand! 

Our best defence against the Asian hornet is to quickly detect any arrivals and 
prevent them from establishing; monitoring traps are the best way to help aid 
detection, providing other beneficial insects are released unharmed. The traps can 
be home-made and there are links to a leaflet (and YouTube video) describing how to 
make one on http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?sectionid=117.

The A, Bee, C
Graham Kingham
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Wizards and Prophets
Jeremy Barnes

“Don’t you think it would be sad if the human race suffered a catastrophe?” 
Charles Mann asked the late, great evolutionary biologist Lynn Margulis,  "No," she 
responded, arguing that in a million years the planet will be fine—we just won’t be 
living on it. Then she added, “Besides, it’s the fate of every successful species to 
wipe itself out.”

One of Darwin’s laws is that biological processes like evolution apply to every 
species, from protozoa to people. If one puts some bacteria in a petri dish filled with 
nutrients, they will eat and multiply until they hit the edge of the dish, and then either 
starve to death or drown in their own wastes. Because biological laws apply to every 
creature, Margulis suggested, the same will happen to us—it’s inevitable. For it not 
to happen, we would have to be special;  we would have to be unlike every other 
creature in that the rules of nature would not apply to us.

Let’s project forty years into the future, when the earth's population may exceed ten 
billion (which will include some of you reading this article) and ask what kind of world 
it will be.  This is the essential question Charles Mann asks in his most recent book, 
The Wizard and the Prophet, which is a portrait of two little-known twentieth-century 
scientists, Norman Borlaug and William Vogt, whose diametrically opposed views 
have shaped our ideas about the environment and the choices we face as to how to 
live in tomorrow’s world. 

The first view, what Mann labels the Prophets, follows William Vogt, who was 
in many ways the founder of the modern environmental movement, on a crusade 
that Mann describes as the only enduring ideology of the twentieth century. Vogt’s  
fundamental contribution was to say that the planet has limits within which we have 
to live. According to data aggregated by the Global Footprint Network, it takes the 
biosphere a year to produce what humanity habitually consumes in roughly eight 
months—a situation that is logically unsustainable. And yet we persevere with what 
the British psychologist Michael Eysenck calls the hedonic treadmill, holding out the 
hope that we can somehow purchase or will ourselves out of the crisis of diminishing 
returns. 

Rather, Vogt urges, put on your sweater. Turn down the thermostat, eat lower 
on the food chain, consume less rather than produce more, eliminate more toxins, 
reduce and recycle waste, protect biodiversity, live close to the land and protect local 
communities.  Small is beautiful, live lightly on the soil and work with nature rather 
than overwhelm it. Such a vision—a network of self-sufficient citizens guided by 
ecological precepts—conflicted with the prevailing perception of the good life and 
evoked epithets like tree-huggers.

The Wizards are the heirs of Norman Borlaug, an agronomist and humanitarian, 
who exemplified the idea that science and technology, properly applied, will let us 
produce our way out of our problems.  In 1942 he took up an agricultural research 
position in Mexico, where he developed semi-dwarf, high-yield, disease-resistant 
wheat varieties.  Combined with artificial fertilisers and intense irrigation, Mexico 
became a net exporter of wheat by 1963. Between 1965 and 1970, using a new 
variety of rice developed with Borlaug’s assistance, yields nearly doubled in Pakistan 
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and India, greatly improving the food security in those nations. Thus Borlaug has 
been called the father of the Green Revolution and is credited with saving over a 
billion people worldwide from starvation, for which he was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1970.

The response of the Prophets to a technology that significantly increased the 
amount of calories produced per acre of agriculture, is unrelenting.  Since fertilisers 
are essential to the Green Revolution they forever changed agricultural practices, not 
only in terms of never-ending streams of nitrates, potash and potassium that run off 
into the water system, but also the large industrial complexes that were needed to 
produce chemicals on a sufficient scale.  

Irrigation is also essential in that rivers need to be dammed and diverted, sending 
water to drier areas.  California is a prime example of the manipulation of water 
resources for the Central Valley and the crises this has caused state-wide in 
increasing times of drought. 

In addition, the development of high yield varieties meant that only a few species 
of corn, wheat or rice were grown. In India, for example, there were about 30,000 
rice varieties prior to the Green Revolution; today there are around ten, all the most 
productive types. By having this increased crop homogeneity there were not enough 
varieties to fight off diseases and pests, meaning that pesticide use increased 
significantly.

The use of Green Revolution technologies exponentially increased the amount 
of food production worldwide, which is advantageous for those living on the edge 
yet also increased the global population dramatically, thus adding to the problem 
that was the initial concern. Ironically such technology is denied to places like many 
African countries that do not have the infrastructure, governmental efficiency and 
security of other nations.

And let us not forget the small scale, traditional farmers who struggle with debt and 
crop failures in the face of large scale industrialisation and corporate control.  At least 
300,000 farmers across India have committed suicide since 1995—that’s almost 40 a 
day—often by drinking the very pesticides that, because of their cost, are the cause 
of their failure and sense of shame. 

Prophets look at the world as finite and people as constrained by their environment. 
Wizards see possibilities as inexhaustible and humans as wily managers of the 
world. One views growth and development as the lot and blessing of our species; 
others regard stability and preservation as our future and our goal. Vogt believed 
that ecological research has revealed our planet’s inescapable limits and how to live 
within them. Borlaug believed that science could show us how to surpass what would 
be barriers for other species.

Particularly important, the two sides have two different ideas of liberty. Wizards 
think that people are independent individuals who are most free when they have 
maximal choice—they can reinvent themselves endlessly, breaking through all 
barriers. Prophets think humans are by nature social and biological beings and true 
freedom lies in recognising and celebrating our essential character, as creatures 
bound into a community, as a species in a web of other species.

What brought this to mind was the January issue of Bee Culture in which an 
article by Dr Tom Seeley (a Prophet) on Darwinian Beekeeping, was sandwiched 
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between three articles on new technologies for use in the hive (the Wizards).  
After summarising the history of the honey bee, Seeley writes, Wild and managed 
(colonies) live under different conditions because we beekeepers, like all farmers, 
modify the environments in which our livestock live to boost their productivity. 
Unfortunately, these changes in the living conditions of agricultural animals often 
make them more prone to pests and pathogens.   I would add that most of those 
modifications have been made for the benefit of the beekeeper rather than the long 
term health and survival of the bees. 

Malcolm Sanford, in his article titled Record Keeping with Smart Phone Apps, 
writes, In this technological age, the amount of data that is possible to collect is mind 
boggling.  Thus more than ever beekeepers risk being swamped by almost infinite 
possibilities when it comes to making management decisions.  In the same issue 
Engelsma et al assess the increasing number of electronic hive scales available, 
while Cazier et al describe the data sharing risks and rewards for commercial 
beekeepers.  

It is customary, in today’s world, to give equal consideration to both sides and to 
come up with a compromise, in this case more environmentally friendly hives for the 
bees with the use of technology for the benefit of the beekeeper.  Yet the current 
trend seems to be more of the latter and less of the former.  I am strongly attracted 
by Seeley’s argument and am experimenting with some major modifications to the 
Langstroth hive that are more akin to the environment feral bees will choose for 
themselves.  I do have scales under three of my hives as part of an experiment by 
Pennsylvania State University to assess the relationship between colony health and 
the surrounding environment; otherwise my technology consists of a hive tool and a 
smoker. I have to borrow Mary’s smart phone to record the data from the hive scales.    

www.northernbeebooks.co.uk

The widest range of 
English language 

bee books 

“the quality quarterly with quarterly quality”

The
BeekeepersQuarterly

The home of
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In terms of the bigger question posed by Vogt and Borlaug, humankind is capable 

of solving this dilemma. Simply feeding ten billion people—most of whom will be 
middle-class—will require prodigious social and economic changes. The issue is 
whether we will do it, and if so, will we do it in time.  On that, the jury is out.

Note from Editor:  This article is due to be published in the magazine Bee Culture 
in the near future. 

Bees for Development has a long history 
of sharing its experiences in other countries 
with some lucky UK beekeepers.  In fact, 
next year will see the twentieth anniversary 
of our ever-popular Safari to the Islands of 
Trinidad and Tobago, where our host and 
Trustee, Gladstone Solomon, introduces 
holidaymakers to tropical beekeeping with 
both European and Africanised bees. 

In 2018 we decided to organise a Beekeepers’ Safari to Ethiopia.  We have been 
working in the Amhara region for many years and we have established Bees for 
Development Ethiopia (BfDE), an NGO with a proven track record in training young 

people to become beekeepers, with the objective 
of alleviating poverty whilst also preserving and 
encouraging biodiversity.  It is important to understand 
that peer-to-peer training, delivered in the Amharic 
language, is one of the keys to the scheme’s success.  
Bees for Development’s approach is always to build on 
local skills, everywhere utilising local bees and making 
equipment with locally-available materials.

When you gather a group of beekeepers, with the 
common objectives of having a great holiday and a 
stunning new experience, you have a winning formula.  
Our group of 18 UK Apitourists was soon sharing both 
a cultural rollercoaster and a common love of bees 
–  and honey.  We had the opportunity to sample honey 
straight from the comb, and it had a wonderful flavour.

Apitourism (or bee tourism) takes off 
Francine Sagar, Bees for Development

Beekeepers' Safari - Trinidad & Tobago

Bees for Development Ethiopia's 
beekeeping trainer Awugchew 

(left) with Director, Tilahun Gebey, 
showing a beautiful honeycomb 

from a top-bar hive.

Bee Culture - The Magazine of American Beekeeping
140 years' experience 

Today’s Techniques. Tomorrow’s Ideas. 
Print and digital subscriptions

  See www.beeculture.com for details
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Bees for Development Journal  
quarterly award-winning journal

£26.00 per year for alternative views of beekeeping 
Contact Bees for Development, 1 Agincourt Street,  

Monmouth, NP25 3DZ  
Phone  01600 714848.  

e-mail: info@beesfordevelopment.org  
Website: www.beesfordevelopment.org

Visiting some of the region’s world-renowned 
sites like the rock-hewn churches of Lalibela and 
examining our ancestor, Lucy, in the National 
Museum of Ethiopia in Addis Ababa, formed part 
of the fascinating holiday.  Along the way we 
met real farmers, and real beekeepers – some 
of the people who have been trained by BfDE in 
beehive construction, apiary management and 
honey harvesting methods.  These lovely people 
were proud to tell us how they had benefited 
from the carefully delivered skill modules.  Some 

are changing from using local-style hives to the more sophisticated, but more 
complicated to construct, top-bar hives which give them better yields.   We heard 
how beekeeping activities are in harmony with the local flora and how sustainability 
is a key concept in Ethiopia. Some local beekeepers explained to our group how they 
are using the money they have earned from selling honey and beeswax to improve 
their lives and those of their children.  We at Bees for Development know that it is 
important that our UK beekeepers should witness the impact of our continuing work.

There is a well-established tradition of eating honey in Ethiopia; it is usually 
crushed comb pushed into any available container.  Bees for Development 
encourages beekeepers to form co-operatives to process and pack their honey 
better (eg, in clean, standard jars) or in bulk, and this way they can achieve greater 
income from better marketing, both locally and further afield, as well as selling to 
tourists.  

Apitourism is a new way of combining bees and beekeeping with travel, witnessing 
the creation of new employment prospects and economic growth – while exploring 
some aspects of a country that other, more traditionally-led travellers may well 
miss altogether.  Apitourism offers the host country an opportunity to increase or 
strengthen local beekeeping – thanks to added support and targeted fundraising.

So, what do lucky UK beekeepers do during the winter months?  They go on a 
Bees for Development Beekeepers’ Safari.  We look forward to welcoming more of 
you soon.

Please see our website www.beesfordevelopment.org or call us now for details of 
this year’s Safaris:  01600 714848.

Exploring the spice market in Bahir 
Dar, on the shores of Lake Tana

BfD Bee Garden Party Wednesday 12 June   
See page 73 for details
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Following on from the previous article from Bees for 
Development, here are details of a trip nearer to home.   
Totnes & Kingsbridge Branch are organising a two-day trip for 
Devon beekeepers to the National Botanic Garden of Wales 
planned to take place in May 2020.  

The NBG of Wales is both a visitor attraction and a centre for 
botanical research and conservation, and features the world's 
largest single-span glasshouse measuring 110m long by 60m 
wide.  You can read more about the Garden on their website  
https://botanicgarden.wales.

The resident researcher/
beekeeper, Lynda Christie, 
has offered to show Devon's 
beekeepers the apiaries and 
laboratories on the estate where 
they analyse the pollen content of 
honeys and carry out DNA testing.  
The estimated cost for the trip is 
£100 per person plus group entry 
fee (£7.50 per person at 2019 
prices).

The price includes travel by 
luxury coach, evening meal, overnight accommodation, and bed and breakfast, 
most probably at The Ivy Bush Royal Hotel, Carmarthen,  website: https://www.
ivybushroyal.co.uk.

Interested?  Go to on the webpage shown below before 30 April 2019.  You are 
not committing yourself to anything at this stage.  Jeremy Wells, the organiser, is 
just gauging the level of interest and you will have an opportunity to express your 
preference as to dates in May 2020.   

If sufficient numbers are interested, the dates will be confirmed, and you will be 
asked to pay a £10 deposit per person before 31 May 2019 to secure your place.  
This deposit is non-refundable (unless Jeremy can fill your place with a latecomer).

You will be asked to pay a further payment of £70 per person before 31 December 
2019, and a final payment of the balance due (not more than £20 per person) is 
payable by 1 April 2020.

Any queries or problems with accessing the webpage, please contact the trip 
organiser, Jeremy Wells, telephone 01364 72180, jeremy.ena@gmail.com.

A Trip Nearer Home Planned for May 2020 
to the National Botanic Garden of Wales

To express an interest please go to:  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XVVPGXC
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The Eagle and the Bee

By Ivan Krilov 
translated from the Russian by Bernard Pares

www.thebeeshop.co.uk

Quality Beekeeper 
Clothing 

At Affordable Prices

Full Suits, 
Smocks, Bee Vests & 

Veils 
Full Adult Beekeeper Suit  
from £52 (free postage)

Email: 
michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com

‘Tis well with him whose part in public  
must be played.

All through, it keeps his spirit warm
To know the world will watch the deeds  

he must perform;
Yet honour also him, down yonder in the 

shade,
Whose unrewarded toil through long and 

weary days
Can win no glory and attract no praise:
One only thought to cheer his labour - 
His work will benefit his neighbour.

Absorbed in one big flower, there worked a 
busy bee.

An eagle watching her, made slighting 
exclamation:

‘With all your knowledge and your industry,
Such toil excites commiseration.
What thousands in your hive all summer 

mould and mould!
And who, hereafter, will behold,
Still less appreciate your share?
To me ‘tis strange that you can care
To toil away your life; to toil - and what in 

view?
To die without a name, amidst a nameless 

crew!
What difference ‘twixt me and you!
When rising in my strength, my sounding 

wings I spread
And soar in freedom overhead,
On every side I scatter dread.
The feathered folk all fear to mount into the 

air;
Alert the shepherd guards his fat sheep 

grazing near;

To show herself abroad the nimble-
footed deer,

When I go roving, will not dare.’
‘To thee’, the bee replies, ‘all honour and 

all praise!
May Zeus still shed on thee his 

bounteous gifts divine!
But I was born to toil for others all my 

days.
My own small share I ask not to define - 
My only comfort this, when on our cells 

I gaze,
That there amidst the rest, one little drop 

is mine.’

Thanks to Baruch Livneh for sending  
in this poem.
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For Sale

NEW Varrox Varroa Vaporizer £60  NEW Warming cabinet with Drip Tray and Drying 
Tray £120  NEW Burco Boiler (stainless steel) £30   
Please contact Gerry Humphries, East Devon Branch, telephone 01297 625990

5-Frame Nuclei with a marked 2018 Buckfast X Queen. Overwintered on the edge of 
Dartmoor.  Available from the middle of April. Both on Langstroth and National brood 
frames. Plenty of bees and brood. Supplied in a free reusable Correx travel box.  
£180 with a £50 deposit required to secure booking.
Please contact Peter Hunt, Rosemary Cottage, North Bovey TQ13 8RA, email 
peter@beesindevon.co.uk, 01647 440322 (answerphone - please leave a message)

3 complete National brood and a half hives, including bees, £200 per hive. Also a 
collection of assorted beekeeping equipment at a negotiable price.  For full details 
please contact Clare Baker on 01803 872697 or email clare.ron12@btinternet.com

Letter to the Editor
Make Do and Mend

Anyone with a B J Sherriff (BJS) bee suit may be pleased to know that the 
company offers a repair service/full MOT for their suits.

I recently sent a suit back to BJS for repair, and had it returned with a very skilled, 
prompt, efficient and reasonably priced full repair. Pocket stitching was re-done, new 
elastic put in, the zip repaired, and they did a full MOT of the hood/veil – using some 
of the original materials, but basically fully re-building the hood/veil. The suit was 
sent back to me “good as new”.  A fantastic service that I did not know existed until I 
attended a DBKA AGM last year and spoke with Mrs Sherriff at their stall. 

Thank  you to everyone at B J Sherriff who made such a wonderful job of repairing 
my suit. What a great service they offer. I can’t praise them enough !

J Crook (Tiverton Branch)

A number of Paynes PolyNuc boxes for 5 National Frames. Brand new, never been 
used. Complete with cover boards and entrance discs. £30 each. (From Paynes at 
the moment they are £33 each.)  
Please contact Peter Hunt on 01647 440322 or email peter@beesindevon.co.uk

DBKA County Honey Show - 16th to 18th May 2019
The Taste of Honey stall traditionally offers honey from around the county so that 

people may taste and then, hopefully, buy from the Honey Sales stall. We are asking 
for donations from all Branches, from those members selling honey at the show, and 
as many members as can spare a couple of jars. Please let me know if you are able 

to donate any type of honey to help us maintain our diversity of choice.

Liz Westcott, Taste of Honey Stall Manager 
email: lizwestcott@me.com; phone: 01803-855420 mobile: 07971 534470
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Diary Dates

East Devon eastdevonbk.co.uk 01404 841629

Exeter exeterbeekeepers.org.uk 01392 832956

Holsworthy holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk 01237 440165

Newton Abbot nabk.org.uk 07935 041168

North Devon northdevonbees.org 07791 679283

Okehampton okehamptonbee.co.uk 01363 82361

Plymouth plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk 01752 338279

Tavistock tavistock-beekeepers.org.uk 07946 272516

Tiverton tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk 01363 860252

Torbay tbbk.co.uk 01803 844804

Totnes & Kingsbridge totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com 01803 866028

Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the Branch 
Secretary first. Contact details are: 

APRIL

Mon 1 7.30pm Torbay Beginners Course (St Paul's Church, Preston)

Thu 4 7.30pm East Devon Dance Like Nobody's Watching (Kilmington Village Hall)

Sat 6 10.00am Exeter Beginners Practical Session (Exeter Apiary)

Sat 6 2.30pm East Devon Opening Hives, Lighting Smokers (Hunthay Apiary)

Sun 7 10.00am Plymouth Improvers Meeting (Branch Apiary)

Sun 7 1.30pm DARG Weather and unusual varroa control led by Richard Ball 
(Clay Lane Apiary, Newton Abbot)

Sun 7 7.30pm Totnes & 
Kingsbridge

Social Evening with special guest, Bob Hogge of Jersey 
Beekeepers (Meadowbrook Centre, TQ9 6JD)

Mon 8 7.30pm Torbay Nosema Evening (St Paul’s Church, Preston)

Fri 12 - 
Sun 14

BBKA Spring Convention (Harper-Adams College, Salop)  
See www.britishbee.org.uk

Sat 13 2.00pm Exeter Members Apiary Session (Exeter Apiary)

Sat 13 2.30pm East Devon Winter Rescue, Spring Options (Hunthay Apiary)

Sun 14 10.00am Newton Abbot Bee Safari (Contact Simon Hopwood 07817 047157)

Sun 14 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (3) (Branch Apiary)

Mon 15 7.30pm Torbay Beginners Course (St Paul's Church, Preston)

Wed 17 6.00pm Tiverton Nosema Test Evening (Uplowman Village Hall)
Sat 20 2.00pm Exeter Members Apiary Session (Exeter Apiary)

Sat 20 2.30pm East Devon Getting Started: Handling Bees (Hunthay Apiary)

Sat 27 10.00am Exeter Beginners Practical Session (Exeter Apiary)

Sat 27 2.00pm Newton Abbot Apiary Opening - guest speaker (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 27 2.30pm East Devon QC's: Uh-oh or Thank Goodness? (Hunthay Apiary)
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Sun 28 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (4) (Branch Apiary)

MAY

Sat 4 12 noon North Devon BBQ/Plant and Equipment Sale (Horestone Apiary)

Sat 4 12 noon Newton Abbot Apiary Open (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 4 2.00pm Exeter Special Memorial Session for Members (Exeter Apiary)

Sat 4 2.00pm Torbay Apiary Meeting (Cockington Apiary)

Sat 4 2.30pm East Devon Inspecting for Diseases (Hunthay Apiary)

Sun 5 10.00am Plymouth Improvers Meeting (Branch Apiary)

Sat 11 12 noon Newton Abbot Apiary Open (Clay Lane Apiary)

Sat 11 2.00pm Exeter Members Apiary Session (Exeter Apiary)

Sun 12 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (5) (Branch Apiary)

Sun 12 10.00am DBKA Setup for Devon County Show (Westpoint)

Sun 12 1.30pm DARG Where have your bees been foraging? An afternoon 
of hands-on identification and guidance on pollen 
identification (Quantock BKA)

Wed 15 2.00pm DBKA Stage Entries for Devon County Show (Westpoint)

Thu 16  
- Sat 18

DBKA Devon County Show (Westpoint)
Stewards needed -  see page 56 for details

Sat 18 10.00am East Devon Improvers Workshop, booking required (Hunthay Apiary)

Bees for Development's Bee Garden 
Party takes place in the gardens of 
Marlborough House in Pall Mall in the 
heart of London on Wednesday  
June 12.  

Hosted by the charity’s great 
beekeeping Patrons, Martha Kearney 
and Bill Turnbull, the Bee Garden 
Party is a wonderful summer evening 
celebration of bees, and this year with 
a VVIP beekeeper in attendance!  New 

this time will be an abundance of Bee Art from famous artists and celebrities.  
At the Bee Garden Party there will be bee lovers from all walks of life, with many 

famous faces joining in the fun to raise funds for our work.  Guests enjoy abundant 
sparkling wines and gin fizz, with bee-pollinated food, accentuating the importance of 
pollination and the reliance of world food security on hard working insects.  

Don’t miss this most glittering event in the bee calendar!  We warmly invite you to 
come along and help to make a difference for bees here and worldwide.  Tickets are 
available on the BfD website www.beesfordevelopment.org.

Marlborough House is a Royal Place and International Headquarters of The 
Commonwealth.  The gardens belong to HM The Queen.
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And also: Photography, 
Poetry, Cosmetics, 

Flower arrangement,  
Art or Craft,  

Furniture cream/polish, 
Beekeeping equipment, 

Skep

Request a schedule with  
full details of classes and  

how to enter from  
www.devoncountyshow.co.uk

Something for everyone! 
Special classes for Novices,  

Juniors and Children

Closing date for entries:
Saturday 20 April

Entry Fee just £1.20 per class  
Stage 7 or more entries and 
get a free ticket to the Show

New for this year: 
Beeswax wraps,  

Decorative wheelbarrow,  
Gourmet honey, 
Decorative cake

First Prize £10; Second £7, 
Third £4, Fourth £2,  
Fifth £1.50, Sixth £1  

(number of prizes awarded does 
depend on how many entries in 

the class)

Honey Show

Honey Classes: Light, Medium, 
Dark, Chunk, Soft Set, Heather, 
Naturally Crystallised, Sections, 
Cut Comb, Comb for Extracting, 

Honey labelled for sale

Wax Classes: Candles,  
Blocks and cakes of wax,  

28g Blocks,  
Sheet of foundation,  

Wax ornamental objects

Mead Classes: Dry, Sweet, 
Metheglin/Hypocras/Melomel/

Pyment/Cyser

Cookery Classes: Sponge, 
Biscuits, Fingers, Fudge, 

Chutney


