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The DBKA Show Committee met on Saturday 28th February 2015
at 10.00 am at Whiddon Down Village Hall

Present: Ruth Neal (Chairman), Barry Neal (BN), Alicia Normand (AN), Bob Normand (BN), Bill
Pyle (BP), Colin Sherwood (CS), Liz Westcott (LW), Steve Westcott (SW)

1. Apologies: Wendy Ashley, Alan Binge, Stephen Ide, Jack Mummery

2. Chairman’s Remarks
- The Chairman mentioned that she had received a note from JM to say that the Sales Form for
submission of items for the Honey Sales stall is now available on the BBKA website. JM had also
asked if we would like to have use of his son’s lorry for transporting our items to the showground.
BRN pointed out that it is not a good idea to have a small child around when large items are
being moved around the show ground. The Chairman would contact JM and accept the offer of
the lorry provided that no children would be coming with it.

Action - Chairman
- JM had also enquired if we had decided on which judges we were using and, if they were on his
list of approved judges, could he steward for one of them in order to further his training to
become a Show Judge. AN & BN confirmed that they would available to run the Honey Sales stall
in JM’s absence, so it should be possible to release him. Judge Mary Hill is unavailable this year
but can do it next year. Mike Duffin confirmed that he can do it and JM could steward for him.
Carys Edwards will be contacted to judge and we would offer money for extra mileage and an
extra night’s B&B. This was agreed unanimously. We would ask Tom Salter as a back-up if
Carys Edwards could not do it.

Action - Chairman
- The Chairman would also contact the Cookery Judge from the Honiton Show. If he could not
judge then the back-up would be Lesley Rodin.

Action - Chairman
- RN had spoken to the proprietor of Northern Bee Books to invite them to take a stall this year.
He would probably only supply boxes of bee keeping pamphlets to be sold at £1 each and of
which we could keep 30%. The pamphlets would be sold on the Information Stall.
- May is Bee Disease & Husbandry month, and David Corney Walker would be asked to put on a
display to demonstrate the effects of disease and show common bee parasites. It might also be
possible for Richard Ball, DARG, to arrange a display on solitary bees.

Action - Chairman
- Stevenson Trophy entrants so far are Totnes & Kingsbridge, Holsworthy, Okehampton, and
Newton Abbot; with Torbay as a possibility.
- The Chairman had written to Tim Lovatt, BBKA, to explain that we will not be sending last
year’s Stevenson Trophy exhibits to the BBKA Spring Convention as they had all been dismantled.
To-date she had not received a reply.
- It would seem that the Class 23 Honey had not yet been sold and would be given to the Taste
of Honey stall for this year’s show.

Action - SI to confirm

3. The Minutes of 15th November 2014 were approved unanimously, and signed.

4. Schedule - the Schedule had been drafted and sent to the DCAA and SI in late-January. It
should be available on the DCS website in early March. The option of staging exhibits on the
Thursday morning was discussed and all agreed that it should not remain in the schedule. A



request may always be made to stage on the Thursday morning in exceptional circumstances.
Items for sale on the Honey Sales stall would need to be submitted on the Wednesday as JM will
not be available to receive goods on the Thursday morning. Prices on Honey Sales will be the
same except for Fudge where the price has been dropped due to low sales last year. Entry fees
remain the same at £1 including VAT. The Chairman asked that committee members reminded
their Branches about donating honey for the Taste of Honey stall.

Action - all
All Show notices had been posted in Beekeeping magazine.

5. Equipment Storage - Glendinnings had been approached by Mike Ticehurst to ask if they
had a vandal-proof portacabin we could have for storage. Unfortunately, none are available.
However, we are waiting to hear if we may get sponsorship towards the cost of one. Ollie Allen
had agreed to provide us with a site in their enclosure at Westpoint at no cost. CS suggested
that we try Eagle Plant Hire, Tiverton. Storage at Ken Basterfield’s is the contingency plan and
can always be used as a backup in the event of nothing else available. CS suggested that the
Chairman raise all this at an EC meeting.

Action - Chairman

6. AOB
- AN showed the committee the royal blue vinyl with pale yellow skirts in polyester. Four x 20
metre rolls of blue vinyl, 150 metres of polyester and 1800 metres of thread had made 104
metres of skirts and provided enough vinyl to cover 40 tables. Skirts would be fixed on to the
vinyl with Velcro. On the set-up Sunday, vinyl would be cut to size and Velcro attached. Vinyl
coverings would be rolled for storage with allocated stall written on the back of the vinyl. AN
would make some bags from off-cuts of polyester to store the rolled up vinyl covers; left-over
materials would be kept. Material coverings would be stored in new plastic crates which had
already been bought. Thanks were recorded to AN & BN for all their hard work in purchasing and
making the table coverings. It was very much appreciated that it had taken a lot of time,
planning and commitment, and will significantly improve the the various stalls within the
marquee.
- AN asked if there was any white sheeting left to put on the tables behind Honey Sales to put
stock on? That was unknown until the equipment had been brought out of store.
- More floor tiles had been bought by BRN; we now had more than enough.
- The Chairman explained that we did not yet know whether or not Adams were continuing their
sponsorship. Hannah from Modern Beekeeping could take a bigger space, or it may be prudent
to invite either Thornes, National Bee Supplies or possibly Mann Lake if they would like to attend.
Post-meeting note - Adams would be at the Show.
- CS agreed to contact Russ Beach to discuss the arrangements for the live bees. Post-meeting
note - CS would provide 2 nucs of bees for the Live Handling demos; Russ would do the demo
and CS the talk, probably 3 sessions a day, weather dependant. Russ would provide the bees for
the chamber, and load them on the set-up Sunday with help from CS. Russ would contact Mike
Ticehurst with regard to the lights and repairs as he knows about the set up.
- AN would contact St Bridget Nurseries to confirm they would supply the flower/shrub display as
usual.
- The usual vehicles and trailers would be needed to move the equipment from/to store.
- SW would contact the Branch Secretaries for information for the Information Stall.
- BP would provide an observation hive.
- David Shale would be asked to do the photographs again. Action - BRN

7. Date of Next Meeting - 25th April 2015, 10.00 am, Whiddon Down Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 11.35 am.
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