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Chairman's Brood Box
Tony Lindsell

As I write April’s brood box there is snow on the ground 
and a very cold wind blowing around my hives. The bees 
were beginning to start flying as if spring was around the 
corner and then, all of a sudden, we are back into a very 
wintry spell. No wonder that one of the biggest threats to 
our bees is the unpredictable British weather together with 
how we, as beekeepers, ensure our bees are best placed 
to deal with it. I checked mine recently so I know they have 
sufficient fondant but hope they can get to it. By the time 
you read this I’m sure the sun will be shinning and your 
bees flourishing. Mike Ticehurst recently reminded me that 
March comes in like a Lion and goes out like a Lamb. I hope he’s right.

One of the effects of the snow is that we’ve had to cancel our first Devon 
Beekeepers’ Day which was a real shame as it was shaping up to be a very 
interesting event. I was particularly disappointed that our Branches didn’t have the 
opportunity to display their activities for us all to see and share. Hopefully we can 
rearrange it for a later date. It also meant that the AGM didn’t take place which is 
something that the Association is required to hold under our Governing Document. 
We have now arranged for it to take place at 9.30 am on Saturday 7th April at 
Meldon Village Hall. Details can be found on the back coverof the magazine and 
on the DBKA website.

If the AGM had gone ahead it would have competed my first year as DBKA 
Chairman - a role I have really enjoyed (mostly) and I have been proud to 
represent you at various meetings and events. I have had the pleasure of visiting 
many Branches during the year.  I’ve been to the Apiaries at Newton Abbot and 

I was expecting to fill this issue with a feature on the first Devon Beekeepers' 
Day, but on 1 March down came the snow, meaning the Day was cancelled.  And 
now, as I finish this issue of the magazine on 18 March, the snow is again falling 
heavily in South Devon.  Hopefully, by the time this reaches you, the weather will 
be more springlike, and the bees will be their usual busy selves.

The AGM, which was to be part of the Beekeepers' Day, has been rescheduled 
to take place on Saturday 7 April.  (See the back cover for details.)  Examination 
Certificates, the Frank Alston Award and Downing Bowl will be presented then, and 
the raffle for the National Hive (kindly donated by National Beekeeping Supplies) 
will be drawn.   See the website for details of how to buy tickets for the raffle.

The next big event after the AGM in the DBKA Calendar is the Devon County 
Show.  Don't forget to get your entries in before Friday 20 April.

From the Editor
Lilah Killock
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North Devon, both very vibrant apiaries but also very different from each other. 
I went, over their lunch period, to the Bee Health Day hosted by Okehampton 
Branch and met many beekeepers from various branches. What a good day that 
was.  A regular visit to the South Devon Bee Convention allowed me to meet 
members who organised the event from Totnes & Kingsbridge and Newton Abbot 
Branches. 

On a cold and wet January evening I joined Torbay Branch for its annual Honey 
Show, this year joined by Totnes & Kingsbridge Branch. Again, another vibrant 
evening with a very interactive Q&A session. Unfortunately I was held up by a 
road accident on the A38 the evening that I went to the Plymouth Branch AGM 
but I did arrive in time for some of the meeting followed by refreshments. I’ve met 
some of the Exeter Branch members in setting up and dismantling the display 
used at Killerton Apple Day. August is now a regular date in my diary to support the 
Bees & Honey Marquee at Honiton hosted by members of East Devon and Exeter 
Branches. Of course I am a regular at my home Branch of Tiverton.

These visits have confirmed for me that our Branches are very passionate about 
looking after honey bees and committed to promoting the craft of beekeeping 
within their local communities. You will note I managed to visit every branch just 
about tea and cake time.  Not only was that welcome but the chatter that goes 
on about bees at this time is a common and unifying experience – long may it 
continue. 

I look forward to getting to the remaining Branches over the coming year (subject 
to my re-election at the AGM) and, if I 
have time, revisiting those I’ve already 
been to.

On behalf of our members I should 
warmly thank all the officers and 
committee members at all eleven of our 
branches for their hard work and the 
dedicated time that they give selflessly 
for the benefit of us all. Without their 
efforts there would be very little purpose 
in having an Association.

Sadly, that leads me onto the very 
sad and unexpected news of the 
passing of Holsworthy Chairman, 
Graham Jones. I know that he will 
be hugely missed. Not only was he a 
very active leader at Holsworthy but 
a reliable, articulate and respected 
member of the DBKA Executive.  On 
behalf of all our members I send our 
heartfelt sympathy and condolences to 
Graham’s wife, Liz, and his family.
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ADAMS

Holsworthy Spring Convention 2018
Rachel West

The Holsworthy Spring Convention has a reputation for not only informative 
presentations, but also for excellent food, and this year did not disappoint on either 
front.  Despite a cold wind keeping temperatures down, eager beekeepers from all 
parts of Devon and Cornwall packed the hall.

The efficient system of collecting your name badge on cash payment at the 
door gave the first indication of the well-oiled machine of the organisation of 
this meeting.  Delegates were greeted with tea, coffee, biscuits and (for a small 
fee) bacon butties and sausage sandwiches.  As more people arrived the gentle 
murmur of beekeepers greeting each other added to the warm and friendly 
atmosphere that lasted throughput the day.
Professor Stephen Martin Exotic Travels of a Bee Researcher

The first speaker was Professor Steve Martin, a globe-trotting scientist who kept 
us entertained with anecdotes of the less glamorous side of his travels, showing 
how he goes from -36°C to +36° C in a matter of days, how a standard hotel room 
becomes a research lab, the local virulent diseases he's thus far managed to 
avoid - all accompanied by funny photos.  Plus he's in the know, particularly when 
it comes to honey bees and varroa.  (He experienced the -36°C when visiting Tom 
Seeley at Cornell University in the US.)

He explained about the prevalence of Deformed Wing Virus with the global 
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spread of the varroa mite.  He 
announced that all his research 
suggests that varroa will cease to 
be the problem it is today within 10 
years.  Those little critters aren't 
going away, but the bees are coming 
up with ways to overcome the major 
threat they have posed.  Treating 
for varroa has given the bees the 
opportunity to develop their own 
defence mechanisms.  

There was a question and answer 
session and Professor Martin's slot 
overran.  How could we not want 
to hear more from a man who said, 
All beekeepers are characters, all 
around the world.
Roger Patterson Bees in the Wild

Coffee and cake were on hand 
to help us digest the Professor's 
presentation before we settled down 
again to listen to Roger Patterson.  
Striking in his yellow shirt with 
broad red braces, with his dog, Nell, 
wandering around the hall, Roger 
has been involved in beekeeping 
for decades and has the experience 
of collecting wild swarms, pre-
varroa.  Since varroa the number 
of wild swarms has reduced.  
However Roger's amazing photos 
of enormous and multiple swarms 
and his belief in energy lines kept us 
engrossed. 

Roger's message was that perhaps 
we should learn from the wild colonies 
when it comes to keeping our own 
bees. Big strong colonies are the 
norm in wild swarms.  Should we 
beekeepers mollycoddle small, weak 
colonies? Their nests are closed at 
the top, quite narrow, with room to 
expand downwards.  Should we be 
"containing" our bees in hives that are 
broader than they are long?  He thinks Lunch - a time to chat
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the Warre hive has merit in this regard. 

Over many years Roger has noted that swarms often collect where energy lines 
cross, and that they build their combs in the same direction as these energy lines. 
He reminded us that bees need space for drone comb: 10% - 15% of wild comb 
is for drones.  His overall message was to approach beekeeping from the bees' 
viewpoint and to "think like a bee"!

After a Q&A session Holsworthy's excellent lunch appeared: delicious cheeses, 
fresh salads, coleslaw, bread (including gluten-free), then a choice of puddings: 
fruit cheesecake or a massive bowl of rhubarb crumble and custard. To make 
sure everyone stayed awake after that we each went off to our chosen workshop, 
fortunately printed on our name badges in case we'd forgotten which one we'd 
opted for - easily done when you book your ticket in advance.

You could choose between a workshop on queen rearing, Spring management 
or making your garden more pollinator-friendly.  All three were very well attended 
and those of us doing the gardening workshop took home packets of seeds, 
solitary bee houses, mini-ponds and seed bombs we had made. 
Steve Alton Pollinators in a Changing Landscape

The final presentation of the day was Pollinators in a Changing Landscape by 
Steve Alton.  Effectively we got two for the price of one as his wife, Dr Karin Alton, 
is also an expert when it comes to pollinating insects and came to the fore during 
the question and answer session at the end.   While showing us beautiful photos of 
meadows and meadow flowers, Steve went through the reasons for the decline of 
pollinators.  These included the intensification of agriculture, the use of pesticides, 

From
£128.00
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For Sale
5-frame Nuclei  £155-00 Locally bred on the edge of Dartmoor.  Will have been 
inspected by a Bee Inspector.Please contact Peter Hunt for further details.
Telephone 01647440322,  peter@beesindevon.co.uk

DON'T SELL ALL YOUR HONEY YET!
Devon County Show honey sales needs your honey and other hive products to sell 

at this year's County Show.
Honey always sells well, but so do candles, and other hive products. So get 

making and use this opportunity to promote your products. Our customers usually 
purchase honey from the area where they live, so take the opportunity to promote 

your honey by donating some jars for the Taste of Honey Stall; sampling your 
honey is the best way to sell it! 

Check out the DBKA website for this year's prices.
The County retains 20% of the selling price as commission.  

Jack Mummery 
(Devon County Show Honey Sales Coordinator) 

Jabeda Barton, West Buckland, EX32 0SG; 01598-760209
e-mail: jackmummery@mypostoffice.co.uk

Wanted

increasing urbanisation, more fires and the ever-present climate change.  He 
explained that the development of the honeybee's complex waggle dance was 
a response to the food resources being patchy in time and space, meaning 
that flower-rich glades would appear in different places as clearings appeared 
in woodlands. Despite the devastating impact on the landscape caused by the 
improvements in agriculture since 1940, here in Devon, due to more traditional 
farming practices, we are lucky that a quarter of our hedges are 800 years old.

 He went on to describe experiments showing which plants are most popular 
with pollinators, including honeybees; those being marjoram and sedum.  We also 
learned about the good impact patches of wild flowers in public places have on 
the wellbeing of humans!  We were all encouraged to plant wild flowers and not to 
forget about the importance of trees to insects.

It was an enjoyable and really informative day, and those who went home 
with a valuable beekeeping prize from the excellent raffle were especially lucky!  
Exposure to highly qualified and experienced speakers and workshop leaders is a 
surely a privilege. The Holsworthy Beekeepers website has a profile of each which 
describes just how expert they are.  

The date of next year's Convention is set for 23rd February - a date to 
look forward to for the experience of good food, excellent speakers and slick 
organisation.
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North Devon Honey Show - OMG, What a surprise!
September 2017 seems a lifetime away now, but what a weekend! A Blue 

Ribbon and several placings at our Honey Show, a win for England in the Test 
Series against the West Indies, the first win of the season for my beloved West 
Ham, and wins for my American football teams the Broncos and the Rams. It 

couldn't get any better!!
As this is a beekeeping 

magazine I'm sure most readers 
will be more interested in the 
Honey Show element rather than 
the other issues, so I'll just keep 
all that additional excitement 
well contained, but West Ham 
winning, good grief, doesn't 
happen very often!!  Back to 
the Honey Show, and to say I 
was gob-smacked at winning 
several classes in my very 
first Honey Show would be a 
total understatement and very 
unexpected, but tremendously 
pleasing nevertheless. On 

learning of my successes at the Show, a number of the more experienced 
exhibitors quickly lined up a 'hitman' to stop me from entering in 2018! But this is 
actually far from the truth as in reality I have received nothing but congratulations, 
good wishes and encouragement from everyone, and that has been, without 
doubt, the best aspect of the entire experience. The judge who awarded me the 
Blue Ribbon and free entry for the National Honey Show (in October 2017) was 
particularly helpful and encouraging. So how did I do it?

Well, I can claim no credit for that fantastic West Ham win, nor for the equally 
great wins by England, the Broncos or the Rams!  And to be honest, I'm not really 
sure I can claim much credit for my Show wins either, because I'm not really sure 
how I did it, except for just ‘having a go’.

2017 represents only my third year keeping bees. Starting in 2015, like many 
beginners, the first 2 years were tricky and a steep learning curve.  My aim at 
that time was really just to keep my colonies alive and staying in their hives, and 
maybe collect just a small amount of honey for personal use. I had no interest in 
producing lots of honey for sale, processing beeswax, entering shows or doing 
any BBKA examinations - my professional working life was non-stop exams and so 
once I retired and moved to Devon I vowed that I would never do any more exams 
... ever ... ever again.

North Devon Honey Show
Brian Sharp

Brian, flanked by Judges, Jack Mummery and Suzi 
Perkins, receiving his awards
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Oh how things can change! 

Beekeeping has almost taken 
over my life. I love it, and as 
everyone says, I just wish 
I had started when I was 
much younger. Opening up 
a hive, observing how the 
colony is doing, and planning 
appropriate interventions 
is fascinating. The colony 
dynamics change from week 
to week, and become more 
fascinating the more you 
learn about it all. Over the 
last 3 years since doing the 
Beginners course at North Devon I've tried to learn as much as I can by attending 
talks, courses and conventions, both locally and nationally, and without realising 
it I have obviously absorbed a lot of useful information along the way. My colonies 
have now grown to 9, and in 2017 I extracted a really good amount of honey, far 
more than I and my family/friends could cope with so I needed to learn how to 
process it appropriately for sale. Plenty of reading, watching numerous YouTube 
videos and taking guidance from the various courses I've attended helped me to 
get my honey suitable for sale. Despite this, I still had very little interest in showing 
my honey or beeswax; however once our Honey Show loomed into view it seemed 
appropriate to support the Branch and put in a few honey entries. I processed my 
honey as best I could, and as I had also started collecting some beeswax (ready 
for foundation exchange) I realised some of it looked quite good, so why not try 
making a few candles, etc, for the Show as well? Having read that the cappings 
provide the best wax I carefully processed these separately from the rest of my 
wax and I was pleasantly surprised how good this wax looked. So I ordered a 
couple of simple moulds from Thornes and proceeded to produce some entries for 
the Show.

The honey was ready, the wax was ready, so why not go one step further and 
have a go at some cooking as well? Believe me, I am no cook! My wife had 
already planned to enter the cake, flapjacks and biscuit competitions, so I decided 
to have a go at the fudge - how difficult can a bit of fudge be? 

Honey, wax, fudge now all ready; it just remained to take a few photos of the 
bees that made all this possible, and I was all set. The fact I managed to win some 
classes at the Show could not have been more of a surprise, and subsequently 
being awarded 5 North Devon trophies was quite overwhelming, but now the sky 
really is the limit. This year I'll be preparing for all those other honey classes I 
didn't enter last year so watch out all you other exhibitors, I'm gunning for you with 
my creamed honey, granulated honey, cut comb and mead! Don't think I'll bother 
with the cooking!! But I do think I might enter the Devon Honey Show this year and 
give all those other branches a run for their money!

The Top Award!
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MAKE CANDLES?
Try selling them at Devon County Show, Thursday 17 to Saturday 19 May.

See prices and offer form on DBKA Website.

To cap an eventful beekeeping 
year, a couple of months ago I 
even decided to break my rule 
of no more exams and took (and 
passed) the Basic Assessment. 
Even though I seem to spend 
most of my spare time now 
reading about beekeeping, 
cleaning equipment, making up 
frames and seeing to my bees, 
whether I can bring myself to 
take any more of the BBKA 
exams I still don't know, but to 
be honest, I very much doubt 
that I'll stop now! Can you suffer 
'withdrawal symptoms’ if you stop doing exams? 

In conclusion, my experiences of entering our Branch Honey Show and taking 
the Basic Assessment were quite daunting to begin with, but I'm so pleased I did 
them both. The wins were a huge bonus and I certainly don't expect a similar 
result in the future, but the taking part was great fun and I would recommend all 
members to have a go, especially if you've just started. If I can do it, anyone can, 
but to produce good honey and wax does require some knowledge, good planning 
and preparation. Importantly, it's not just what you do in the week or so before the 
Show, you need to have plans in place right at the start of the season. I'll certainly 
be much better prepared this year, and I strongly believe the process of doing this 
will not only improve my overall beekeeping skills, but also benefit my bees.

Brian shows off his trophies

Congratulations to the following members for their success in the November 
exams:

Philip Aitken (Plymouth) Module 5.  Intermediate Theory Certificate.
Tim Allen (North Devon) Module 2
Katherine Gibbon (North Devon) Module 1
Imogen Hallam (Exeter) Module 1
Cathy Mudge (Exeter) Module 1 with Credit
Jenifer Tucker (Exeter) Module 1
Helen Tworkowski (Tavistock) Module 6

BBKA Modules November Results
Tim Allen
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Research Project on the Dark Bee
Victoria Buswell, Universityof Plymouth

I am a PhD student at the University of Plymouth and as part of my research I 
am going to carry out a survey to look into suggestions from beekeepers that the 
dark bee (Apis mellifera mellifera) has different behaviours and characteristics to 
other Apis mellifera bees.  Also, that it is locally adapted to the UK and within the 
UK these behaviours might be highly regional.

My project is to measure these differences, and match them with the genetics to 
confirm that sub-species of bees show different traits. It also aims to identify the 
parts of the genome that might be under rapid change in these sub-species. 

Whilst some of the trait differences might be well-established in the beekeeping 
community, to date published, robust experiential evidence is lacking. The kinds 
of traits that the project is interested in gathering data on are, for example, drone 
brood timings, worker brood cycle, thriftiness and worker lifespan. 

My project relies on the beekeeping community for its success.  The survey 
is open to participation by all beekeepers.  If you have dark bees, Italian bees, 
Carniolan bees or Spanish bees I particularly value your participation in the 
project.

Beekeepers agreeing to take part in the survey will be asked to record 
information such as the presence of drone brood and the temperament of the 
bees using a standard scale each time they carry out an inspection. I have tried 
to make the survey as flexible as possible.  How often inspections are carried out 
is decided by the beekeeper and if a task 
is too difficult, then the advice is to omit 
that task and continue with the rest of the 
survey. 

This is an opportunity for you to be part 
of scientific research on honey bees. There 
will be regular updates and feedback on the 
project as it unfolds.

If you are interested in taking part in the 
survey or would just like further details of 
what is involved, please email beesurvey@plymouth.ac.uk.

The Taste of Honey Stall at Devon County Show traditionally offers honey from 
around the county so that people may taste and then, hopefully, buy from the 
Honey Sales Stall.  We are asking for donations from all Branches, from those 
members selling honey at the show, and as many members as can spare a 
couple of jars.  
Please let Liz Westcott know if you are able to donate any type of honey to 
help us maintain our diversity of choice - lizwestcott@me.com; 01803-855420. 
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Managing an Unfriendly Colony
Glyn Davies

Sometimes we have to manipulate a colony that is described by a variety of 
terms, tetchy, peppery, wicked, nasty, or just with profanity.  I really believe that 
such a colony with faulty genetics is a rarity.   In most cases where a colony 
becomes aggressive there is usually a reason for it and a responsible beekeeper 
should seek to establish as soon as possible what the cause is and rectify the 
situation. 

The common cases I’ve come across are shortage of food or queenlessness.  
Others are shortage of laying space, queen in the supers with drones blocking the 
queen excluder, robbing by other bees and foul smelling debris in the hive from a 
dirty monitoring board under the mesh floor or mice nesting in a remote corner.

To establish the cause and to do something about it means detailed hive 
examination which even in anticipation is not something to welcome.   But there 
are basic techniques that should make the task as comfortable as possible  and 
after the diagnosis it will often be necessary to find the queen even if it’s just to 
remove and replace her.  So how best to manage a difficult colony?
1. If you think it’s going to be difficult be well prepared. Best have a partner and 

no passers-by.  This gives you confidence, better control of equipment and 
help if things start to go wrong.  Above all, have a clear plan regarding what 
you intend to do.  For example, remove the queen to introduce another or let 
the colony requeen itself.  (The daughter will often be better.)

2. Make sure the equipment that you will need is to hand.  Your smoker must be 
well alight and well fuelled. Use it often to keep bees down below the top bars.

3. Your protective wear should be clean, white or anyway not dark in colour, and 
bee-proof. Heavy, thick gloves are never good.  Gentle handling of frames is 
vital.

4. Important equipment, not often essential, are cover cloths or spare crown 
boards.  Any exposed box or super of a difficult colony must be covered, even 
partially if you are working on it,  or if it is just temporarily to one side.

5. To find the queen more easily move the brood chamber as far away as 
possible in the apiary, leaving the supers alone in position on the original floor 
on site.  Wait about 30 minutes before going through the brood chamber.  The 
first task is to check if eggs are present to confirm the queen is in the box 
somewhere.  If there are no eggs ...?

6. If there is no sign of the queen or brood, check the first super for eggs and/
or brood.  Again it might be a good plan to take that super away rather than 
examine it on site where by now lots of disturbed bees will be gathering. If 
there is evidence of queen activity in the supers then you have to find her and 
put her below the excluder.  This may be a task for another day if the bees are 
getting beyond control.  Clear out any dead drones on the QE and be prepared 
to do that often in the coming weeks. Find out how the queen got into the 
supers!
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7. REMEMBER, if things are getting out of hand put the hive back together 

in place and try again tomorrow.  You will have anyway a better idea about 
the colony and its organisation so construct another modified plan. You will 
eventually regain control.  The bees respond to you like any animal.  Bees are 
like dogs, horses and children; they know when you are afraid of them and will 
take advantage if they can.

So in summary: don’t fear the bees; be well prepared; don’t work alone on a 
difficult task; know when to give up and try again later.  

Oh, and choose a good fine day and time.  Bees are always happier when it’s 
warm and sunny with lots to do outdoors.   Just like Beekeepers really.

DBKA County Honey Show
17th to 19th May 2018

The Bees & Honey Marquee at the Devon County Show won the Features Silver 
Medal in 2017, and for 2018 the Marquee will include Candle Rolling, Honey 
Sales, Honey Tasting, and Equipment Sales stalls, Asian Hornet Exhibit, Live Bee 
Handling and the Honey, Wax and Other Exhibits’ Competition.

The DBKA Show Committee running the Marquee is always supported by an 
enthusiastic group of volunteer Stewards, without whom it would not be possible to 
present the outstanding profile of the DBKA properly to the public.  

We are always looking for new 
volunteers - particularly the younger 
ones of you out there and those new to 
the Branches across the County.  The 
commitment ranges from a single half-
day to a full 3 days of help - the choice 
is yours - and there are opportunities to 
help on a particular stall or section, or 
in a general role.  An entry ticket to the 
Show is included, which means you 
can enjoy the show as well - for free - 
in return for your help.  Parking at the 
Show is free.

Anyone interested in having a 
thoroughly rewarding and enjoyable 
day out, and joining a very friendly and 
enthusiastic team, please contact me 
on 01805-601715; 07789-435477; or 
e-mail tupnce@aol.com. 

I look forward to hearing from as 
many of you as possible.

Barry Neal, Chief Steward

FOR SALE
6 Frame Nuclei

Over wintered Nuclei in strong non-
returnable corrugated travelling nuc 

boxes
BS National brood frames

Easy to handle dark British bees
2017 Queen marked yellow

Available for collection now - £160.00

Contact :-  Michael Symons
Marston Lodge

Taddyforde Estate, 
New North Road
Exeter, EX4 4AT

Telephone 01392 412249
Mobile 07795466130

Telephone Evenings please
Email mesymons@yahoo.co.uk 
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Thanks to Chris Utting who found the following interesting piece on  
www.sciencedaily.com/releases.

Traps baited with synthesised pheromone could become the solution to 
invasive Asian hornet. 
Summary: 

Biologists have developed a solution for controlling the invasive Asian hornet 
Vespa velutina based on the insect's natural chemical mating instincts. They 
deciphered the sex pheromone of the insect and devised a method of luring males 
into traps baited with synthesised versions of the pheromones. Vespa velutina has 
recently spread its presence with invasions in Europe and Korea, posing risks to 
honey bees, humans and related economics. 

Over the past decade, Asian hornets, predatory insects with a widespread and 
expanding population, have invaded parts of Europe and Korea. Vespa velutina 
has a growing reputation as a species that proliferates rapidly, preys on honey 
bees and poses risks to humans. 

Now a biologist at the University of California San Diego and his colleagues 
in Asia have developed a solution for controlling Asian hornets derived from the 
insect's natural chemical mating instincts. 

As reported in the October 11 edition of Scientific Reports, UC San Diego's 
James Nieh and researchers at the Chinese Academy of Sciences and Yunnan 
Agricultural University have deciphered the sex pheromone of Vespa velutina. 
Further, they developed a method of controlling Asian hornets by luring males into 
traps baited with synthesised versions of the pheromones. 

"We have successfully tested the key sex pheromone compounds of this 
species and the results show that males are highly attracted to them," said Nieh, a 
professor in UC San Diego's Division of Biological Sciences. 

Nieh noted that recently Turkey and Balkan nations have been invaded by Asian 
hornets, with much of Western Europe at risk. A single hornet can bite and kill 
hundreds of honey bees in its quest to obtain honey bee larvae. European honey 
bees have not evolved with this deadly predator and have poor defences. As a 
result, "the European economic impact is high," said Nieh, and "major colony 
losses have led some beekeepers to abandon apiculture." 

Nieh noted that Asian hornets are difficult to control because their colonies can 
spread rapidly and their nests are difficult to find in non-urban areas. They pose 
dangers to humans with stings that are painful and, in rare cases, deadly. 

Pheromones are chemical signals that transmit information between members 
of the same species. Sex pheromones play a key role in mating and the continued 
survival of the species. In the case of Asian hornets, which have limited vision, 

Scientists unlock sex pheromone of Asian Hornet
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sex pheromones likely play a key role in long-distance attraction. The new 
research demonstrates a simple, reliable way to monitor and potentially reduce the 
populations of these invading insects. 

Source: University of California - San Diego, October 2017
Journal Reference: Ping Wen, Ya-Nan Cheng, Shi-Hao Dong, Zheng-Wei Wang, 

Ken Tan, James C. Nieh. The sex pheromone of a globally invasive honey bee 
predator, the Asian eusocial hornet, Vespa velutina. Scientific Reports, 2017; 7 (1) 
DOI: 10.1038/s41598-017-13509-7

What the Microscopist Saw
Graham Kingham

I keep an empty seed tray with drainage holes, in front of my hive entrances to 
see what is being rejected by the bees.  

In early November 2017 I saw quite a lot of dead and dying bees in the 
container, indicating that the non-wintering bees were dying off.  However, one 
hive had a lot more than the others!

On investigation under a low-powered microscope, I noticed that some were 
older bees, with tatty wings and polished backs due to wear and tear.  

Some younger bees had deformed wings indicating a virus.

10X Varroa

30X Varroa

10X another bee with Varroa

The pictures show the dreaded Varroa mite 
still attached to the bees, in the same position 
on both bees tucked up between the sternites.

This prompted me to start monitoring the 
Varroa drop in my hives, as this one seems to 
have been taken over by the mites!

HONEY FOR SALE?
Sell it at Devon County Show,  

Thursday 17 May to Saturday 19 May.
See prices and offer form on DBKA website.
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From the Beekeeper's Wife
Jeremy Barnes

•	 The bees have become  the most important members of our family. In the late 
spring our daughter acquires 60 000 stepsisters (my assurance that they are in 
reality foster children doesn’t help) and the beekeeper wants her to give them 
each names. 

•	 The dog’s bowl outside is now a water source for the bees.
•	 Hallowed be the weeds and cursed is she who threatens to mow in the middle 

of the day. 
•	 Everything in our home is sticky, gluey and treacly.  I check out everything first 

with a wooden ladle, including the TV remote, the front door handle and the cat.  
•	 When the beekeeper uses the word ‘honey’ it is no longer is a term of 

endearment for me.
•	 When I am in the beekeeper’s truck, other drivers flash their lights to tell me 

there is smoke coming from the bed, although there is always plenty of room to  
park at the grocery store as bees peek from under the tarp in the back as soon 
as I stop.

4F Radial Motorised £598

Neopoll 1lkg pack - £3.95
             18k box  - £66.60

(fondant with pollen)

Neopoll 1kg pack -   £3.95
           18kg box   - £66.60

(fondant with pollen)

Apifonda 2.5kg pack -  £5.95
             12.5kg box  - £26.50

(Plain fondant)

ApiInvert 14kg pail -  £29.50
(Inverted sugar syrup)

We can also supply all individuals, groups and association with very good rates on bulk
and wholesale purchases & pallet deliveries

We specialise in ASSEMBLED FRAMES Pre-Wired
and ready to use with or without foundation embedded.

Hives - Extractors - Motor Conversions - Filtration - Pre-Wired Frames - Tools/Sundries - Fondant - Poly Insulated Roofs - Bulk Orders

plus all other beekeeping needs

www.parkbeekeeping.com        02086 949960       info@parkbeekeeping.com       London  Est 1985

10 w/foundation
£29.70

10 Frames
£14.75
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•	 Everything stops for a swarm call.  No matter what we are doing - and I mean 

anything - the beekeeper will pause for a milli-second, pick up his bag of pre-
packed necessities, and jump into his truck. 

•	 The cashier at the grocery store no longer looks as if she is about to call the 
Department of Homeland Security at our trolley full of 10 lb bags of sugar, 
brewer’s yeast and isopropyl alcohol, and I no longer feel compelled to explain 
our purchases to those who are staring. Thank goodness for on-line suppliers, 
UPS and brown boxes. 

•	 The beekeeper communicates with fellow beeks in a different language, and 
when he is in the bee-yard there is one four letter word that dominates all 
others - OOPS - as in “Oops, there goes the queen.”

•	 I have listened so often to his many telephone conversations that I feel I can 
predict where the conversation will go next, what he will say, and am often 
tempted to  answer the phone in his absence, throwing in the occasional ‘Oops‘ 
for good measure.   

•	 I am no longer particular about my husband’s appearance.  When strangers 
stare, I shrug my shoulders and mouth the word “Beekeeper.”  They seem to 
understand.  Zits have been replaced by stings, dirt under his nails has been 
replaced by propolis.  Nothing else goes in the washer when it’s time to wash 
his bee-suit, which for me is not often enough. 

•	 I used to check the pockets of his trousers for change; now I find queen cages, 
dead bees, balls of wax and propolis, even a small hive tool he complained of 
having lost.

•	 I do not have the words to describe the state of our kitchen after honey 
extraction.

•	 Our refrigerator is filled with fondant, pollen patties, dead queens in alcohol, 
jars of sugar syrup and swarm lures. Trying to get our daughter to prepare her 
own meals is impossible - apparently, when a teen is looking to make dinner, a 
profusion of frozen, mite-infested drone larvae doesn’t spark her appetite.  

•	 There is no room for a car in the garage amid the piles of white buckets, stacks 
of unassembled hive parts, boxes of one- and two-pound jars with lids in plastic 
bags, and boxes of foundation.

•	 I avoid our neighbours as best I can.  I no longer want to hear about bees 
in their swimming pool, children allergic to bee stings and bee poop on their 
whites hung out to dry. I shop in another part of town, no longer go to the bank 
or post office and walk our dog at night. It’s not that I’m antisocial; I’m just 
married to a beekeeper.

MAKE BEESWAX AND TURPENTINE POLISH?
Try selling it at Devon County Show,  

Thursday 17 to Saturday 19 May.
See prices and offer form on DBKA Website.
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Hunting a Drone Congregation Area (DCA) Part 2

(A DARG Project)
Richard Simpson and Peter West

SO WHERE DO WE LOOK?
Plan A, Triangulation

We had hoped to plot their likely destination by triangulating drone flight paths 
from hives near enough to be using the same DCA but far enough apart to create 
a useable difference in bearing.  We soon found that while we can spot a drone 
on the landing board it is difficult to follow its flight path beyond a few feet.  At our 
home apiary we also found that as the hives faced a group of trees perhaps 50 
yards away, all the drones from all the colonies passed close around the copse at 
the nearest point to the hives, taking off from there on a single consolidated flight 
path.  Plan A, triangulation from a single apiary, had failed.  It might work from 
hives further apart with unobstructed flight paths.
Plan B, Landscape Analysis

Plan B involved plotting known apiaries and searching the landscape by OS 
map, Google satellite and walking the ground to check predictions within the target 
area.  

But first we needed an attractant. 
The Bait

((2E)-9-oxodecenoic acid (9-ODA)), the principal ingredient in the queen 
pheromone involved is, apparently, not that difficult to find on the internet.  
Unfortunately, many would-be suppliers, often based in China, do not inspire 
confidence.  Our search for the most well-known bee pheromone company, 
Pherotech, led us along a trail of takeovers, bankruptcy and name changes to 
Scotts, a major US agro-chemical company known in the UK mostly for garden 
fertilisers (eg Miracle-Gro).  Their sales office was located in Vancouver.  Several 
phone calls and emails later we purchased 0.5g, equivalent to 1100 queens, 
in a dry crystal for $150, plus shipping, VAT and Customs Duty.  That totalled 
somewhat over £150 before the pound plunged.  We had the sample divided into 
three parts at a laboratory supplies company able to measure out 166mg, and had 
one part made up to a concentration of 2 drops = 1 queen using isopropyl alcohol 
as solvent.  The remainder was kept dry.  Refrigerated, the made-up solution has 
proved durable over two seasons.  The dry crystals should last longer.  Queens  
consisted of 15mm-20mm of hairy string or a thin, dark twig.

Then we needed a means to raise the bait. 
Elevation

A helium-filled weather balloon lifting a trapping net is used by well-funded 
researchers11.  That amount of helium is too expensive for basic prospecting so 
we tried party balloons carrying just the baited lure.  These, we found, have very 
little lifting capacity (about 5g) and are extremely prone to winds.  This restricts the 
height that can be achieved - we never managed more than about 30 feet.  Then 
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we tried poles and rods.  Using extendable 
lightweight poles we were able to achieve 
about 25 feet in any conditions.  It proved to 
be sufficient for basic exploration.  Indeed, 
once we found a good site, drones were 
prolifically addressing the lure, the adjustment 
grips along the pole and even the searcher’s 
hat.  Plainly it is powerful stuff!  It is also 
persistent: baits proved viable on the lure for 
over a week.  

Our best siting was about 50 at one time: 
quite a cloud concentrated within perhaps 
50cm of our lure.   Whether we would 
have obtained even stronger results at an 
increased height we cannot say, but we can 
try our hotspot again next year with a bigger 
balloon or more stable flying conditions.  We 
have our net ready, hand-sewn by Kath and 
Peter West over about two days11.  That 
should enable us to establish it is a DCA 

rather than just a busy 
drone flyway.

As to timing we did 
not check when drones 
attended, but we did 
find they left site around 
1715 in mid-July.  Our 
walks generally took 
place around 4 pm.  
Traffic appeared to 
increase while we 
worked as though there 
is an attraction effect, 
and there were many 

instances of drones either working in 
packs, or being excited into greater 
competition by the approach of others.

Our favourite spot so far (Figures 
3 and 3a) is on the side of a shallow 
valley, about 20-50 feet above the 
floor, on a south-west facing slope, 
bounded by two hedges (E/W) and a 
tree line alongside a mill leat (N/S).  
Some 16 hives in total are sited maybe 
400m north and south. 

Figure 3a: Best results were found where 
the cows are (when they weren’t there).

Figure 3
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FOR SALE

COMPLETE COLONIES  

Including
 BS National brood box, floor, roof and 

crown board. 
Thriving colonies with young queens

bred from gentle stock. 
£250-00 per colony

Spare boxes, supers and queen 
excluders, also available.

also

6-FRAME NUCLEI 
 on National foundation 

bred from gentle stock, £165. 

 Contact Adam Vevers 01364 653325 or 
email adamvevers@gmail.com

FUTURE ASPECTS
Given the cost and complication of obtaining synthetic 9-ODA we tried using a 

dead, recently-retired queen glued onto a 2cm twig. We ran an artificial pheromone 
alongside to compare.  Sadly, our queen proved too insubstantial for the wind 
buffeting, whose strength on the day also made the synthetic lure unattractive.  We 
were unable to draw a conclusion.  Next time we will try a caged queen, or a stiller 
day. Virgin queens take 5-7 days to develop their full mating pheromone potential, 
which is a complication in raising queens purely for pheromone extraction.  We 
will need to provide a maturing facility. We can then try to make our own queen 
pheromone.

For years, crushed queens have been used as swarm lures.  Although virgin 
and mature mated queens may not have the same pheromone profiles, there are 
reports of success with “oldies”.  When working as queen retinue pheromone, 
whole body extracts are reported to be more effective than either 9-ODA alone 
or in combination with other known isolates, but not all constituent chemicals 
are soluble in the same solvent and queen retinue pheromone is likely to differ 
from mating pheromone. There is, therefore, scope to try heads alone (where 
the 9-ODA secreting mandibular glands are) versus whole body extracts, as 
well as different solvents.  Some of these are pungent so we might anticipate 
some masking. Ethanol is odourless but expensive: it is what Dr Butler used in 
identifying queen substance.  We will start there.

Another option for next year could 
be to partner a model flying club.  
Quadcopter drones could be an 
effective means of exploring a large 
area.  Unfortunately, cheap models 
have severe limitations as to control 
range and endurance and rules apply 
to their deployment.  A machine useful 
for our purpose might cost £1000 with 
camera, but if someone already has 
one ....Alternatively, maybe we can 
rustle up a youngster with a kite.

The project continues.
References and comments
1 http://www.coloss.org/beebook/I/behavioural-
studies/13/4/1 and 13/4/4 for instructions on 
net.

PRODUCE CHUNK HONEY?
Sell at Devon County Show  

Thursday 17 to Saturday 19 May.
See prices and offer form on  

DBKA Website.
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Diary Dates

APRIL
Sun 1 2.30pm Holsworthy Inspections and Tidy Up (Dunsland Apiary) 
Wed 4 7.00pm Holsworthy Beginners Course (The Stables, Chilsworthy)
Thu 5 7.30pm East Devon Queen Not Seen - not in the books

Dave Maslen (Kilmington Village Hall) 
Sat 7 9.30am DBKA AGM (Meldon Village Hall) See back cover
Sat 7 TBC Exeter Beginners Practicals tbc (Exeter apiary) 
Sat 7 10.00am 

onwards
Newton 
Abbot

Frame training and Maintenance Day
(Clay Lane)

Sat 7 10.00am Torbay Spring Clean Day (Cockington Apiary)
Sun 8 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (3) Valerie & Terry McAuliffe 

(Branch Apiary)
Sun 8 12 noon DARG Infrared Camera - Uses in Beekeeping  

(Clay Lane Apiary, Newton Abbot)
Wed 11 7.00om Holsworthy Beginners Course (The Stables, Chilsworthy)
Sat 14 2.30pm East Devon Comb Changing  Simon Foster (Hunthay Apiary) 
Sat 14 2.00pm Exeter Members session (Exeter Apiary)
Sat 14 10.30am - 

3.30pm
Holsworthy Microscopy Training (The Stables, Chilsworthy) 

Branch Members free training. Please email 
Linda on oakmeadhouse@gmail.com. There may 
be extra places for other members.

Sat 14 2.00pm Newton 
Abbot

Opening of Branch Apiary Demonstrator TBA 
(Clay Lane)

Sun 15 10.00am Plymouth Improvers Meeting David Milford (Branch Apiary)

East Devon eastdevonbk.co.uk 01404 841629
Exeter exeterbeekeepers.org.uk 01392 832956
Holsworthy holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk 01237 440165
Newton Abbot nabk.org.uk 07935 041168
North Devon northdevonbee.co.uk 07791 679283
Okehampton okehamptonbee.co.uk 01363 82361
Plymouth plymouthbeekeepers.btik.com 01752 338279
Tavistock tavistock-beekeepers.org.uk 07824 627766
Tiverton tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk 01363 860252

Torbay tbbk.co.uk 01803 844804
Totnes & Kingsbridge totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com 01752 894094

Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the 
Branch Secretary first. Contact details are: 
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Tue 19 7.30pm Torbay Branch Nosema Evening (St Paul's Church Hall, 

Preston)
Wed 18 7.00pm Holsworthy Beginners Course (The Stables, Chilsworthy)
Wed 18 6.30pm Tiverton Nosema Testing and Bees Under the Microscope. 

(Uplowman Village Hall) 
Sat 21 2.30pm East Devon Beginners: Handling Bees with Apiary Team 

(Hunthay Apiary)
Sat 21 2.00pm Exeter Beginners Practicals tbc (Exeter Apiary) 
Sat 21 2.00pm Torbay Branch Apiary Meeting (Cockington Apiary)
Sun 22 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (4) - Valerie & Terry McAuliffe 

(Branch Apiary)
Sun 22 2pm Totnes & 

Kingsbridge
Apiary Opening (Dartington Apiary)

Wed 25 7.00pm Holsworthy Beginners Course (The Stables, Chilsworthy)
Sat 28 2.30pm East Devon Swarm Prevention and Control Richard Simpson 

(Hunthay Apiary)
Sat 28 9.30am- 

3.30pm
Exeter Nosema Day (Magdalen Court School, 

Victoria Park Road, Exeter EX2 4NU) 
Sat 28 2.00pm Exeter Members session (Exeter Apiary) 
Sun 29 10.00am North Devon Final Beginners Course (Horestone Apiary)
Sun 29 10.am Plymouth Apiary Maintenance Morning  (Branch Apiary)
MAY
Wed 2 7.00pm Holsworthy Beginners Course (The Stables, Chilsworthy) 
Sun 6 12.00pm DARG Hygienic Testing of Bees (Horestone Apiary, Norh 

Devon)  
Sun 6 10.00am Plymouth Improvers Meeting David Milford (Branch Apiary)
Sun 6 10.00am Tiverton Apiary Inspection (Knightshayes Apiary)
Thur 10 7.30pm Totnes & 

Kingsbridge
Talk by Martin Hann: Viruses  
(St Luke's Church, Buckfastleigh)

Sat 12 2.30pm East Devon Inspecting for Diseases David Packham  
(Hunthay Apiary) 

Sun 13 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (5) - Valerie & Terry McAuliffe 
(Branch Apiary)

Sun13 10.00am Tiverton Apiary Inspection (Knightshayes Apiary)
Wed 16 6.30pm Tiverton Al Fresco Meeting (Knightshayes Apiary)
Thur 
17 - 19

Three 
Days

DBKA Devon County Show (Westpoint, Exeter)  
See overleaf

Sun 20 10.00am Plymouth Beginners Meeting (6) – Jean French (Branch 
Apiary)

Sun 20 10.00 Tiverton Apiary Inspection (Knightshayes Apiary)
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Devon County Show
17 - 19 May 2018  
Westpoint, Exeter

Show Schedule on-line at: www.devoncountyshow.co.uk/
competitors 

and also available from either: Stephen Ide, Entries Secretary 2 Evran Drive, 
Exmouth EX8 5RQ, 01395-270473, s.d.ide@talktalk.net or Ruth Neal, Acting 
Show Chairman & Secretary, Badgers Barn, Withacott, Langtree, Torrington 

EX38 8NL, 01805-601715, ruthmneal@aol.com

If you cannot get to the Show, but would like to enter your exhibits, please ask your Branch 
Secretary if he/she can co-ordinate a transport link with members who are able to attend.

 

20 April is the absolute cut-off date for exhibitors to enter the Bees & Honey 
competition at the Show.  Entry forms and entry fees must be with the Devon 
County Show Office no later than that date; details are in the Show Schedule 

available now on the DBKA website.
NO LATE ENTRIES - NO EXCEPTIONS.

www.northernbeebooks.co.uk
e: info@northernbeebooks.co.uk
t: 01422 882751

Specialist and 
publisher of 

apicultural  
literature

We claim to have the largest 
range of English language 

beekeeping books in 
the world. 

Digital and  
print editions of  

The Beekeepers 
Quarterly available at 

www.bkqonline for  
The Quality Quarterly with 

Quarterly Quality!



www.beekeeping.co.uk

T: 01837 54084   E: info@beekeeping.co.uk

For expert advice and a friendly service

For hives and a full range of bee-keeping equipment. We promise you the best quality and
value – backed by our no quibble money back guarantee if you are anything less than 100%

satisfied. With prompt Nationwide delivery service and all major credit cards accepted.

Makers of the finest quality Bee Hives

National Bee Supplies
Hameldown House  Hameldown Road  Exeter Road Industrial Estate  Okehampton  Devon EX20 1UB



Printed by Newton Print, Collett Way, Brunel Ind. Estate, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 4PH
Tel: 01626 368986 - www.newtonprint.co.uk

Annual General Meeting
to be held at Meldon Village Hall, Meldon,  

Okehampton EX20 4LU 

on Saturday 7th April 2018 at 9.30 am  

Agenda
1.  Opening by the Chairman

2.   Apologies for absence; an attendance sheet will be provided

3.  Approval of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 11th 
March 2017; there were no matters arising

4.  General Secretary’s Report on behalf of the Executive Council

5.  Statement of Accounts from the Treasurer & Presentation of 
FY17/18 Budget

6.   Election of DBKA Officers 
All nominees have indicated their willingness to stand

Questions may be asked or matters raised in connection with any 
reports presented to the meeting.

Barry Neal, General Secretary
5th March 2018

This agenda is available to download from the DBKA Website.

DEVON BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION
Registered Charity No 270675
General Secretary - Barry Neal, Badgers Barn, 
Withacott, Langtree, Torrington EX38 8NL, 01805-
601715; 07789-435477; gen.sec.dbka@gmail.com


