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5 Reasons to buy a hive
from National Bee Supplies

Exceptional Standard of Craftsmanship
Our obsessive attention to detail creates a premium quality product. 
Expert fi nishing ensures water-resistance, and a choice of galvanised 
steel over plastic parts creates a durable hive.

We exclusively use Canadian Western Red Cedar
Slow growth gives a tighter grain, ensuring the timber is more stable.

Easy assembly of our fl at pack kits
Precisely machined from fully seasoned timber ensures our fl at pack 
joints fi t perfectly every time.

10 year Guarantee*

We are so confi dent in our product we offer a 10 year guarantee 
on all our assembled cedar hives.

Superior quality
– but at competitive prices…
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To see our full range or order our new 2021 catalogue 
go to our website: www.beekeeping.co.uk or call us on: 0344 326 2010

* See website for full terms and conditions
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Buzz Word
Viv Thorn, DBKA Chair

Happy New Year to all our Devon Beekeepers.
By this time of year, I expect you all have assessed your 

hives and treated them with an anti-varroa treatment if 
required and that you will be regularly hefting your hives 
to ensure that the bees have enough stores and if not, 
giving them some fondant. Also, by the time you read this, 
Martin Pope and I will have attended the virtual ADM and 
voted on behalf of Devon Beekeepers. Some Associations 
are lobbying hard to have strict rules for the entry of new 
Associations into BBKA. With the smallest Association having 
only 30 members and the largest having 1,769 there is 
certainly a huge disparity in voting power - in favour of the small associations if each 
Association has one vote, but then perhaps in favour of the large Associations if a 
member vote is called for. There is no easy answer to this conundrum and it will be 
interesting to see what the delegates' comments are. I’ll report back in the next issue.

Just when we thought there was light at the end of the COVID-19 tunnel, we have 
once again experienced a huge increase in cases and have been locked down. It 
will be a rocky road to get to the end of this tunnel, so if you need help, please ask 
your Branch. They are all keen to support their members. This time of year is a time 
for planning for the coming season, but this year I think we will have to plan for both 
the best and worst case scenarios. If, once again, many or all Shows and Branch 
activities are cancelled then we will have to make further preparations to support our 
members via Zoom. We have already commenced the Pan-Devon Beginners course 
and if Branches still cannot open up their apiaries to new and established members, 
we will endeavour to have a week-to-week instruction video on the Devon website. 
It’s not as good as suiting up and getting close to the bees, but it may be the best we 
can do, given the circumstances.

However, it may be that some of you will already have received your first 
vaccination or know the date when you are likely to be vaccinated and that rates 
of COVID-19 are plummeting as a result of lockdown and vaccination. If this is the 
case, then we may get the green light to start social interaction once again. Novice 
beekeepers may be able to gain their practical experience in Branch apiaries and 
be guided through their first season of keeping bees. It may even be that the Devon 
County Show will take place.

Now will be the time for you to plan what you might enter in a Show, whether that 
is Devon County or your local Branch Show. Make sure you take your phone or 
camera with you when you begin inspecting your bees.  You never know when there 
may be something unusual to photograph, plus it’s always good to have a method 
of communicating should you suffer a mishap. Do you know the What Three Words 
location of your apiary? If not, look it up on the What3words app. It’s a good way to 
precisely pinpoint your location and the emergency services will be familiar with it.

Do you still have a big chunk of wax in your solar extractor from last summer? 
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Now would be a good time to purify it and either sell it, get ready to exchange it 
for foundation, or make some lovely candles or cosmetic items. I can personally 
recommend Dr Sara Robb’s books Beauty and the Bees and Honey Potions if you 
want to get started at making hive products, but there are, of course, many other 
excellent books available.

Perhaps your plan will be to increase the number of hives this year? If that’s the 
case, do you have enough equipment to do this? There is nothing worse than having 
to make a split and you do not have all the equipment you need to hand. So, if the 
weather gets a bit warmer, why don’t you spend an afternoon in your bee shed or 
garage and make an inventory of what you’ve got in there and what you might need 
to buy or make. It would also be a good time to ensure everything is clean and ready 
to go.

Whatever you decide to do in this coming season, I suggest that you make two 
plans: one to cope with continuing restrictions and one in case Society returns to 
something like normal. Enjoy your bees, keep safe and look out for others. 

Devon Beekeepers’ Association AGM
Nicky Langley

2020 has been the year of many firsts for all of us, and our beekeeping clubs and 
associations have been no different. It was the first year for me to attend the Devon 
Beekeeper’s Association AGM, and also the first year for the AGM to be held online. 

Devon Beekeepers’ Association, in union with our individual branches, has shown 
the resilience and flexibility of our bees in their ability to adapt and change and meet 
the needs of members, as well as continue business as usual.

So, business as usual for the AGM commenced with an Opening by Chairman, 
Viv Thorn, leading to President, Tony Lindsell, remembering lost members and giving 
thanks to EDBK for the hours of effort put into organising the originally planned 
Devon Beekeeper’s Day / AGM at Petroc College.

Then followed the usual apologies for absence and approval of the previous 
meeting's Minutes.  I found it interesting that in 2019, 65 members signed the 
attendance register, and apologies for absence were received from 14 members.  
This year, 36 attendees were online at the start with 34 apologies for absence.  So – 
in rough figures – half the people attended but twice as many responded negatively 
to the invite.  I am sure there is a wider issue associated with the technology of 
getting online, but if one can respond to an email one can usually get Zoom to work.  
Maybe we are all getting 'Zoomed' out.  

General Secretary Barry Neal’s annual report mentioned some of the many 
successful accommodations made by Branch and Executive Officers this year in 
changing services and events to best meet our beekeepers' needs.  While Treasurer 
Alan Binge reported surpluses in all but two of our branches, he completed his report 
by describing a small, predicted budget loss but noting that the bottom line would 
look very different if membership was to decrease in the coming years.

Viv retook the helm and gave individual thanks to the Executive Committee 
members for their hard work and valued efforts.  
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A discussion on raising the 2021/2022 Subscription Rates (to cover elements 
outside DBKA control) by £2.00 for regular members and £1.00 for partners was 
generally supported with two against and some abstentions.  Glyn Davies espoused 
the “astonishing benefits” from BBKA membership when compared to other 
organisations, from BBKA News to public liability insurance.  NB: The increase in 
subscriptions won’t come into effect until 2022.

After the formal election of President, Chair and other Officers, Mike Ticehurst was 
voted in as a Honorary Member of DBKA.  

This year’s Downing Bowl winner was Jean French and you can read about her 
contribution to DBKA and Plymouth Branch over the page.  

Usually at this point, the names of successful candidates in the BBKA assessments 
or exams are read out, and certificates handed out.  No exams had taken place in 
2020, but Barry Neal congratulated the candidates who had been successful in the 
November 2019 exams and got their results too late to be included in the 2019 AGM.

On completion of the AGM, Lynne Ingram, Master Beekeeper with Somerset 
Beekeepers, gave a very powerful presentation on Honey Adulteration.  

Lynne presented honey fraud as one of two major challenges to the viability of 
beekeeping globally with Apimondia playing an increasingly important role in driving 
solutions to the problem.  The empty shelves at Apimondia in January 2019 when 40 
per cent of the honey entries failed the pre-competition tests are testament to this.  

How might the humble local beekeeping club take action?  Perhaps by pressing 
for action against honey fraud at a county, regional or national level; by participating 
in joint initiatives for local standards; by developing health claims confirmed by the 
EFSA and educating the public; and, perhaps of most implication to beekeepers, by 
encouraging people to buy local honey.  

Such was the popularity of Lynne’s talk she is already booked to present the 
material to Tiverton and Tavistock Branches early in 2021 and East Devon in their 
2021/2022 Winter Programme.  And such was her commitment to the topic, Lynne 
didn’t miss a beat when she became a Grandma during the presentation.  

Many congratulations to you Lynne, and welcome to your newbee Grandson.  

Screen shot from the start of the meeting
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One of the items on the Agenda was the enthusiastic 
voting in of a new Honorary Member of DBKA: Mike 
Ticehurst.  Many of you will recognise his name as the 
person who sends out DBKA circular emails, but don't 
realise what a key role Mike plays behind the scenes for 
DBKA. 

Mike took over the role of DBKA Webmaster from Nigel 
Lawrance in 2013. Nigel was a hard act to follow. But Mike 
picked up the reins and kept everything running smoothly. 
His experience and expertise has benefitted DBKA since 
then in so many ways, not just in relation to the website. 
Mike's background in IT meant he soon got to grips with the 
webmaster's job, and readily added pages and features to 
the website when asked. For example, in 2013, he designed a page for the South 
Devon Beekeepers Convention allowing the organisers to take payment by Paypal, 
and I remember when he introduced password protection for the Devon website 
members' area at short notice.

When I took over as Editor of Beekeeping, Mike was already part of the team, 
having stepped forward to help Glyn Davies, the previous Editor, by taking on all the 
technical, IT and advertising issues, including invoicing. He took a big burden from 
Glyn's shoulders at that time. Mike has continued to play a key role in the production 
of the magazine. Without him, as things stand, it just wouldn’t happen.

Mike designed and set up a professional-standard database so that the County 
Membership Secretary could keep a record of Devon members and extract postal 
details of those entitled to the magazine. Before that, there was no central record 
held within DBKA of the complete membership - it was beholden on each Branch to 
keep its own accurate records. This database saved the day when the membership 
categories were ratified in 2016. Mike carried out similar wizardry to enable the 
county to replace the annually printed Year Book, with the online Members' Directory 
we have today.

When BBKA introduced a new system for recording members' details, those of 
us in the County who were privy to the preliminary details found it impossible to 
understand what was being proposed. Mike was called upon. He realised that there 
were shortcomings, and promptly contacted BBKA to volunteer to assist them. It is, 
in no small part, due to Mike's input at the national level that the eR2 system is up 
and running successfully throughout England. Mike then travelled all over Devon 
visiting Branch Membership Secretaries, explaining the system and being on hand 
to answer their questions. He is always helpful, never patronising, and how he keeps 
his patience, I do not know.

Mike has been very active at Branch level, and has supported the organisation of 
Devon County Show. He is the first port of call when any equipment is needed to be 

DBKA's Newest Honorary Member: Mike Ticehurst
Lilah Killock
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Quality supplies 

Neopoll - 1kg pack: £3.95 
               18kg box: £66.00 

(fondant with pollen) 

Neopoll C - 1kg pack - £4.40 
                   18kg box - £79.95 

(double pollen) 

ApiInvert 14kg pail: £29.50 
(inverted sugar syrup) 
 

Insulated Metal 
Roof £28 
(2kg in weight) 

We can also supply individuals, groups and associations with very 
good rates on bulk and wholesale purchases and pallet deliveries. 

www.parkbeekeeping.com       02086 949960       info@parkbeekeeping.com       London       Est. 1985 

Hives • Extractors • Motor Conversions • Filtration • Tools/Sundries • Fondant • Poly Insulated Roofs • Bulk Orders  
plus all other beekeeping needs 

Downing Bowl Award: Jean French 
The Downing Memorial Bowl this year was awarded to Jean French of Plymouth 

Branch.  Mike Ticehurst, last year's Award winner, chaired the panel who chose Jean 
to receive the Downing Bowl.  He told the meeting that in order for a person to be 
nominated for the Downing Bowl they should have done exceptional work for the 
DBKA as well as their Branch.  It is people like Jean that are the backbone of the 
Branches, and thus the County, and ultimately the National Association.

Jean became Plymouth Branch Secretary in 2009 and is in that role still! She is a 
great support to the Education Team - since 2013 - and the Branch Apiary, helping 
them since 2008.

In 2009, Jean took on the task of helping Chris Utting with the compilation of the 
DBKA Yearbook and in 2012 took on the role of Editor of the Yearbook until 2019 
when the new automated membership system came into being and the role was 
considered no longer necessary.  However, it was rare not to see her continue to 
attend DBKA executive meetings and she has always been keen to be involved in 
any of the discussion or debates. She has also been a great support to Plymouth 
Branch Chairmen for many years.

made or modified.
He has always given his time and skills freely, and worked tirelessly on behalf of 

the whole membership, and it is fitting that he should be made a DBKA Honorary 
Member.
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Jean has organised a number of events for 

DBKA, including Nosema Days, and a Bee 
Disease and Husbandry Day in June 2016. With 
Terry and Valerie McAuliffe (the then Chair and 
Education Officer of Plymouth Branch), she 
organised the first ever Devon Beekeepers' Day 
in 2018. 

In these recent times when Branch activities 
have been curtailed due to COVID-19, she has 
been at the forefront of instigating the use of 
Zoom for Branch meetings, utilising YouTube 
based tutorials to master the use of Zoom in 
order to organise and run meetings.

It is considered that both the DBKA and Plymouth Branch would have struggled 
without her. Nothing is too much trouble for her and she always has a smile. 

Everyone who knows Jean, knows that she has always worked hard behind the 
scenes, never seeking the limelight or self-promotion.  She is considered by her 
Branch to be an efficient and organised secretary. 

Of course, it wasn't possible to present Jean with the actual Bowl at the meeting, 
but she is shown here holding her Award Certificate.

The Annual General Meeting of Devon Beekeepers Association took place via 
Zoom in 2020, as did so many meetings under the Government's recent rules to try 
and contain the spread of coronavirus.

After the official business of the AGM, at which the participants voted to increase 
future subs (you have to attend to get your vote counted), there was a talk from 
Somerset member, Lynne Ingram, who is also a member of the Devon Apicultural 
Research Group (DARG).  

Her talk on Honey Adulteration was very well received.  Lynne explained a little of 
the processing techniques used by the Chinese and the high percentage of “honey” 
imported from China.  She presented evidence showing that the majority of the 
lower-cost jars on supermarket shelves labelled "honey" are more likely to contain 
something akin to honey, rather than the true product itself.

There was lively discussion about how these practices might impact on the small-
scale honey producers of Devon in the long term and what we can do about it, 
plus how we hobbyists can be educated to sell better-presented jars, which are not 
inadvertently “adulterated” by sugar syrup previously fed to our bees.

This was a very popular talk, however far removed the supermarket jar of honey 
is from the product of our own hives.  Attending the AGM might not sound like an 
interesting way to spend any part of the weekend, but it was certainly worth Zooming 
in this year.

DBKA AGM Talk
Rachel West
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Distribution of Treatment Free Beekeepers in the UK
Alexandra Valentine

Where do you stand on treating for varroa mites? 
 That is what I am investigating for my degree in Zoology at 

the University of Salford. I am being supervised by Professor 
Stephen Martin with whom some of you will be familiar. My final 
year project is focusing on the distribution of treatment free and 
treating beekeepers across the UK. 

By means of a simple survey, which takes less than 2 minutes 
to complete, I will be asking whether you treat for varroa mites, 
and if so, how many times a year, when your last treatment was 
administered and what you treat with. I am interested in the 
distribution of treatment free and treating beekeepers across 
the UK.  

My end goal is to build a map of the UK and map all of the beekeeping associations 
in the UK (which are registered with the BBKA, SBKA, WBKA or NIBKA) and input 
their overall responses from the survey to determine what proportion of the UK is still 
actively treating their bees for varroa mites and what proportion is not engaging in 

any form of treatment.  
A link to my survey is on the Devon 

Beekeepers' website.  It is completely 
anonymous apart from asking the branch 
of the Devon BKA you are linked with. 
When the project is complete, I would be 
more than happy to share the results with 
you and will be in touch when they have 
been published with information on where 
to find them.  

The survey closes in the middle of 
February and all responses are greatly 
appreciated. If you have any issues 
when completing the survey or have any 
questions, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch. 
My email address is 
a.valentine@edu.salford.
ac.uk. 

Thank you for taking 
the time to read this 
and I hope to see your 
response soon.

www.thebeeshop.co.uk

Quality Beekeeper 
Clothing 

At Affordable Prices

Full Suits, 
Smocks, Bee Vests & 

Veils 
Full Adult Beekeeper Suit 
from £55 (free postage)

Email: 
michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com
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A Cheap DIY Honey Warming Cabinet 
Steve Summers

1. Buy a vivarium heater pad.
2. Glue it to the underside of an old 

baking sheet.
3. Invert and place on the ground 

or table or worktop.
4. Place your honey tub on the top, 

and cover with a plastic box.  
Plug in and switch on. 

Temperature Control
With 18W, you have no need to 

worry. The inside of the box gets to a 
max of 30°C. With a more powerful 
pad, you could add a thermostat and 
controller (also widely available on 
eBay).

The small rubber feet 
came with the pad

(No, not a varnished 
top.  That's just for 

the photo)

Bonus!
It’s brilliant for making sourdough bread, 

which likes a temperature of 29-30°C both 
for bulk fermentation and for final rising.

Put the warming pad in the bottom of the 
box and put the dough container into the 
box.

The tub in the photo was 25 kg 
in weight and took four days to 
turn from set to almost all liquid. 

At that temperature, you 
will have no worries about 
hydroxymethylfurfural (HMF) 
production.

You can shop at the beekeeping suppliers and pay £226 for a warming cabinet, or 
follow these simple instructions and build your own for less than £25.
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A Hive Portcullis, Natural Gate Keeping  
Graham Kingham

I recently moved my four hives to a 
wooded, open setting, facing south towards 
the sea on the Devon pebble bed heathland. 

 After a few days, I visited just to check 
that they had settled in and no woodpeckers 
had been attracted to the hives as both 
species of woodpecker reside in the woods.  
Two weeks later in mid-November, I went to 
check them again. 

You will see the old seed trays at the 
bottom of the entrances, weighed down with 
a large pebble from the surrounding beds. 
Together with the floor slider trays, I can 
monitor the hives without opening them up 
each time throughout the year.

As the mid-afternoon temperature was about 11°C, I was surprised to see the 
bees returning with pollen loads, yet to be identified. Ivy and gorse were still in flower 
locally.

I emptied the seed trays at each visit and was surprised to see that one of the 
polystyrene hives had the entrance blocked up with propolis, with the exception of 

The edge of the woodland glade

homehardware

MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

At 164 Fore Street, Exeter
Top quality equipment

Hives, frames, foundations and tools.
Main agents for E.H.THORNE

For personal service ring 01392 272877 : Email adamsofcrediton@btinternet.com

ADAMS
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three bee-sized holes at one end.

It would seem that the bees have made 
a portcullis at the entrance to keep out 
intruders.

The dictionary definition of portcullis is a 
strong, heavy grating sliding up and down 
in vertical grooves, lowered to block a 
gateway to a fortress or town.

Probably like most beekeepers last 
year, I was plagued in late August by 
wasps. Luckily, they chose to eat the 
pears behind the apiary first and generally 
ignored the hives.  I reduced the hive 
entrances down to 50 -75mm long to 

make it easier for them to defend. The 
wooden hive was attacked in particular, once the pears had been harvested, being 
sited closest to the fruit trees.  It would appear that the bees have chosen their own 
method of defence, leaving only three holes available to guard. I am thinking of 
putting a sign up next to the hive - BEES AWARE of intruders!

The end hive in the first picture is a more natural hive which mimics a tree in 
insulation; this has a 60mm long tube leading into the hive, with a circular disc to 
control the size, if need be, or to close the hive off for moving.

It will be interesting next season to see how they use this hive; more so as 
apparently the invading wasps and hornets do not like to enter tunnels. The tube is 
40mm in diameter so this might be too large to be effective. This hive had a swarm in 
it and the colony did not seem to be visited by wasps this season. 

Time will tell.

Propolis sealed entrance showing two of the entrance holes on the right

The entrance nibbled out on the left
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www.northernbeebooks.co.ukwww.northernbeebooks.co.uk

The widest range of 
English language 

bee books 

“the quality quarterly with quarterly quality”

The
BeekeepersQuarterly

The home of

Topical Tips
Chris Utting, Master Beekeeper

Chris Utting's Topical Tips column proved very popular a few years ago, and he has 
kindly agreed to update them for 2021.  We will be including them in the magazine 
thoughout the year.  Here are his topical tips for the month of February:
• Check that the mouse guards are still in position, that your hives have not been 

blown over and the bricks are still in place on the roof.  
• If in your area the winter so far has been mild with no long frosty spells; the colony 

will be more active and consume more stores, so heft the hive and be ready to 
feed fondant (not syrup as this will over stimulate the colony and start premature 
brood development).

• As a result of applying oxalic acid I have been able to destroy thousands of Varroa 
but some colonies have a nil or minimal drop. Don’t be complacent about the low 
natural drop that you may have recorded last summer. There is still time to apply 
the acid.

• If needed, obtain a 2.5 kg block of fondant in a sealed plastic bag (to stop the 
fondant getting too dry); cut access holes and place the bag over the feed hole; do 
not use 500g margarine boxes as the fondant will get too warm, flow down into the 
colony and beyond, dry out too quickly and need refilling too often.

• There are two types of fondant available; bakers fondant consisting of sucrose, 
and Ambrosia fondant that is inverted sucrose and considered to be more bee 
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friendly.  A supplier of Ambrosia fondant is Thornes of South Molton (12.5 kg for 
£14.25).  It might seem a large amount but if not needed it will keep to next year.

• Trim back the hedges/shrubs before the birds start nesting. As bees dislike 
strimmers, etc, block entrances with foam before the bees start flying; foraging 
bees are not guard bees so will not bother you.

• Do not move a colony when the outside temperature is below 10°C. Disturbance of 
bees on the outside of the cluster will cause them to drop off at 8°C and die.

• Scrape, brush and scorch hive timber ready for use; unfortunately I am not aware 
of any suitable treatment against wood rot; I have spoken with the Cuprinol 
Technical Adviser and none of their products are recommended. (Please let me 
know if you find a suitable product.)

• Now is the time to repair damaged veils; small holes can be held together by some 
skilled stitching or just by applying Sellotape to both sides; a damaged Sherriff veil 
can be renewed by Mrs Jenny Gammon of 500 Cheddon Road, Taunton TA2 7QX 
- phone first: 01823 270 465 – at a cost of £30.00 for a full head panel, £15.00 for 
two side panels and £15.00 for a face panel; plus postage.

Obituary: David Charles

My friend and mentor, David Charles passed away 
peacefully at his flat in Glastonbury on 31st December 
after a short illness at the age of 85.

Most Devon members will remember David not only for 
his many talks that he has given to branches but also for 
his frequent assistance judging at honey shows.  He gave 
talks to many other associations and also was a BBKA 
examiner.  He was not only a Master Beekeeper, having 
won the Wax Chandlers Prize in 1972 for the candidate 
with the highest marks, but also held the RHS Diploma in 
Horticulture in 1960 winning the Chittenden award, again 
with the highest marks. He was very knowledgeable in all 
things horticultural and apicultural.

David was heavily in involved in the BBKA and became President as well as being 
the editor of BBKA News for a number of years. He served for ten years on the 
National Honey Show committee.

He and I have visited most of the European countries on beekeeping tours 
with Devon or Kent beekeeping associations. We have also attended Apimondia 
Congresses in Canada, Slovenia and Ireland.  However, we agreed that the highlight 
of our foreign trips was a tour of Trinidad and Tobago organised by his favourite 
charity Bees for Development.

David will not only be remembered for his acclaimed book on the history of 
Somerset BKA but as the man who loved bees, trees and beekeepers.

Chris Utting
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The honey is harvested and, all in all, I managed to get 25lbs from three frames.  
I’ve also been able to leave the bees three flow frames full of honey for the winter, 
along with what there is in the double brood boxes – by the feel of it, quite a lot.

I feel that now I can genuinely give you my opinion of the Flow Hive. Although I’ve 
inspected National and Commercial hives, I haven’t extracted honey from them.  
Therefore, my opinion is based solely on the Flow Hive.
Pros

It comes flat-packed (unless you buy one secondhand) and is extremely easy to 
assemble. The tools required for assembly are included in the pack.  The various 
pieces of wood (Cedar or Araucaria) are laser cut and fit together well.  Even the 
most impatient person in the world (me) managed it with no problems.  While 
assembling, it can be painted or, as I did, oiled to bring out the grain in the wood.  
Once assembled it looks amazing. The honey is easy to extract with no mess, no 
spinning, straight from hive to jar; no need for an extractor. 

The Flow Hive Team are happy to answer questions and send replacement bits. 
(I didn’t need to use this service, but I know people who did.)  Also, there is a large 
online community of people around the world with Flow Hive experience who are 
incredibly happy to offer help and advice.         

Going With the Flow
Part 16: Pros and Cons of a Flowhive

Andy Bullen



15
Cons

The flat pack system is not to 
everyone’s taste.  As with most flat 
packs sometimes bits are missing.  The 
plastic Flow Frames (where the bees 
store the honey) take some getting 
used to and bees don’t always take to 
them initially.  

The two biggest drawbacks for me are 
inspections and the frames.  Inspecting 
is a problem when the Flow Frames are 
on as they need to be removed before 
inspecting the brood box.  Even without 
honey the supers are heavy but when 
full are exceptionally so. 

The brood frames are Langstroth, 
so when ordering bees ensure they are on the correct frames. Langstroth frames 
are extremely popular worldwide but not so in the UK.  They’re not hard to get hold 
of, but some shops don’t necessarily hold the stock, as they do with National and 
Commercial frames. 

The initial cost is upwards of £550 plus VAT and shipping.
Summary

I think the Flow Hive is easy to put together, sturdy, as good as any other hive for 
the bees and looks amazing.  The initial cost is quite steep, but when compared 
against the cost of a National/Commercial Hive with an extractor, holds up quite well. 

Whichever hive you choose, enjoy your beekeeping because it really is a lovely 
hobby to have and you meet some wonderful people.  

Honey for sale  The Newton Abbot Branch have honey for sale at £4 per lb in 30lb 
tubs (approx weight). If you are interested please contact Ruth Mountford by e-mail at 
rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk 

For Sale

Over-wintered nuclei. Commercial or National frames available from Spring 2021. 
£170 plus £20 returnable deposit on transport box.  Please contact Martin or Melanie 
on 01548 853502, mobile 07914 002831, or email martindpope@gmail.com
6-frame over winter nuclei with 2020 queens £170. Full colonies £250. Locally 
reared queens, good gentle productive bees reared with love. Reserve a colony for 
2021 for collection or possible delivery in the spring. For more information, please 
contact Imogen at Artemis Bees, 07910 235891 or imohall@yahoo.co.uk

Metal 4-frame manual extractor for sale. Old but still in working condition. Extracted 
260lbs this year. £50. Colin Leach 07859 984949
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SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

Subscribe now

Find out more and see a free sample edition

www.bee-craft.com/D21

Beginners and experienced
Practical beekeeping advice

Science and Research
 Forage and climate change
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Read this Comb 7
Oh dear!  This photo is dated 2nd March 2018. The Beast from the East arrived. 

Obviously a dead colony.  Plenty of stores however.  Pollen and honey.  There is a 
small patch of brood so the queen had started to lay.  

This is the most hazardous time of the winter. The long-lived winter bees are just 
dying out and young bees are only very slowly taking their place.  I think this colony 
was just too small to cope with the seriously low, unseasonal temperatures.  There 
is no food around the brood and the bees would be anxious to keep it warm but they 
would be unable to move far from the brood nest to contact the stores if the cluster 
was too small.  This is ‘isolation starvation’.  So sad and unexpected at this time of 
the year.

What to do with the dead hive?  First rigorously check there is no sign of brood 
disease. If there is, destroy all the combs. Even the honey.  If sure, carefully keep 
the best combs and stores to support the new season’s splits and nucs.  Scorch 
the internal hive parts to make the hive clean and healthy for later occupation. 
Springtime and early swarms, real or artificial, will soon require accommodation. 

Pollinator
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Pandemic Poetry
Delia Elliott

A close friend, Quentin Turner Smith who lives in Queensland, Australia, has been 
writing a poem a day, which he calls his Pandemic Poetry.  On 22 November he 
emailed telling me, "June was in the garden and called me out. 'Listen' she said, and 
the sound was of hundreds of bees high up in our palm tree.  This is the result."

Bees
There must a hive nearby
From whence all the bees do fly
For up high in the palm trees
There are thousands of bees
Busy buzzing as the nectar they seek
May be gone by the end of next week
The bees pollinating the flowers of the tree
Doesn’t take long for the seeds to be seen
Then no bees as if they have never been
You think that they have all gone
But it is not so long
Before they are flying to the rose
Where tail up, they dip their proboscis and 
nose
Deep inside the petals of our yellow rose
The nectar so sweet so encouraging
The pollen on their legs not discouraging
Leaving the rose they fly to their hive
Unload the pollen so that their young can 
survive
Beat their wings the hive to air condition
So the queen in her central position
Can continue to lay her eggs and keep 
cool
Continue to dominate, to sustainably rule 
Then to the entrance the bees return
Some from wiggle signals from others they 
learn
Where nectar is, how high and how far to 
fly
Then take off and soon almost invisible 
high in the sky
Their pre-ordained programmed flight
Knowing, even though not in line of sight
They will arrive at our roses or palm trees
Buzzing, landing controlled with ease

Take what they require of the pollen and 
nectar
Orientate, take off, choose the correct 
vector
That returns them home to their own 
sector
Where they see their hive, once inside 
they are warm and safe, another day 
they survive
This is their life until ragged and worn
They alight one evening then unable to 
fly
They know that however hard they try
With wings that are damaged and torn
On this rose petal they will see the cold 
damp dawn
Never again to fly to the hive
Never again to their home arrive
Not long now for them to survive
So if you see a bee unable to fly with 
wings torn
Take note, the bee unable to go home, 
now alone
We are the only ones who know, who 
can mourn
The loss of such a small life is sad, so 
forlorn
So when you spread honey on your 
bread
Give some thought to that little bee 
of which here, you have just read
Just one of the thousands, unnoticed
Who labour for themselves, but also for 
you and me
By visiting our roses, and when 
flowering, our tall foxtail palm tree
A very small bee dying, is so very sad to 
see.   
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Devon County Show Announces New July Dates
Liz Westcott

It is excellent news that the Devon County Show is scheduled to take place over 
the first weekend in July.  The Show Committee is already planning to pick up where 
we left off in 2020, and we are hoping to build on the success of the 2019 Show.  

We will run all the standard classes plus a few to excite the artist in you – a 
decorated wooden super or a decorative wheelbarrow.  We have introduced an 
extra mead class for flavoured meads: metheglin, hypocras, melomel, pyment or 
cyser.  Our three mead classes generated 27 entries in 2019 so I’m hoping the mead 
makers out there will have some interesting entries for us!  

The Cookery section has wonderful recipes – thank you, Jack Mummery – that 
you might like to start trying out.  It takes me several attempts to get the cooking 
time right!  I recently made the honey, apricot and pistachio flapjack; it was quick 
and easy to make but, more importantly, absolutely delicious!  A new addition to the 
Cookery classes is a Honey Sponge Cake made to your own recipe.  Perfect for all 
the creative cooks!  If you still have the Schedule for the 2020 Devon County Show 
you will find the recipes in there.  

Later in the year new Schedules for 2021 will be sent out to all competitors of 
the 2019 Show and you will be able to request a copy via the Devon County Show 

website. The Schedule when it is 
released will also be available on the 
Devon Beekeepers’ website.

If you would like a free ticket to the 
Show, we would love to give you one!  
In return, we ask you to Steward in the 
Bees and Honey Tent for half a day and 
you will have the other half of the day 
to enjoy the Show.  Our shifts run from 
8:30 am to 1:30 pm, 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm 
or a mid-day shift of 10:00 am to 3:30 pm 
with a half hour break from 1:00 pm to 
1:30 pm.  Please contact Maggie Heal, 
maggieheal@gmail.com, or me at 
lizwestcott@me.com if you would like to 
Steward on any (or all) of the days of the 
Show, letting us know which shifts you 
are available for.  If you are enthusiastic 
about bees and beekeeping you may find 
there is nothing more pleasing than being 
able to answer questions from the public 
and share our love of beekeeping with 
them.

For Sale
5 Frame Nuclei

Over wintered nuclei in strong non -
returnable corex travelling nuc boxes

BS National brood frames
Easy to handle dark British bees

2020 Queen marked Blue
Available for collection from end

of March (weather permitting) - £160.00
Hives of bees £260.00

Contact :-
Michael Symons

Marston Lodge
Taddyforde Estate
New North Road
Exeter, EX4 4AT

Telephone 01392 412249
Mobile 07795466130

Email mesymons@yahoo.co.uk
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Our Honey Sales stall 

is an excellent way to sell 
any excess honey you 
may have.  The Show sale 
price of honey is currently 
£6.50 per pound and Devon 
Beekeepers Association take 
20% commission, so you will 
be paid £5.20 per pound.  
We also sell any products 
of the hive that you have 
made with your own honey 
and beeswax.  Products for 
sale can be brought to the 
Show on the Thursday or on 
the Friday morning by prior 
arrangement with Jack Mummery, the Stall Manager.  

The best way to sell your honey is to make it available for the public to taste.  
Fortunately, we have the Taste of Honey stall, run by Jane Schindler Ord, where the 
public can buy a delicious scone with honey and clotted cream.  By donating a jar of 
your honey to the Taste of Honey stall, the public will be told whose honey they are 
eating so that they can then go to Honey Sales stall and buy it.

We would also be very grateful to any volunteers to help set the show up.  This 
involves transporting all our equipment from a storage container on the Showfield 
to our marquee.  If you have a van or trailer to help with the transport that would 
be particularly helpful.  We will be setting up on Sunday, 27th June, and taking 
everything down and packing it back into the container on Monday, 5th July.  We 
start at 10:00 am and, usually, we are finished by 1:00 pm.  Volunteering to help 
out is a great way of getting to know beekeepers from across the County and make 
beekeeper friends, whose friendship lasts down the years.

So now you know the dates for the Show, it is time to start planning your entries.  
Find a nice wooden super – it should be Commercial or National as we plan to make 
a decorated super totem pole – and start practising your design.  It will look great 
in your apiary afterwards and you could even decorate several.  It will also help 
your bees to recognise which hive they belong to as bees recognise patterns and 
colour.  If you fancy planting a wheelbarrow and decorating it, you need to plan well 
in advance to give the plants a chance to get established.  National Bee Supplies sell 
small, decorative wooden wheelbarrows that are perfect for this class.

Perhaps you will get a good spring honey harvest, in which case, don’t forget to 
hold some back for the Honey Classes.  The winter months are perfect for processing 
wax and practising making candles for the Wax Classes.  We had some wonderful 
photos and poems in the Virtual Honey Show held earlier this year.  It would be great 
to see them displayed in our Bees and Honey tent!  Let’s see if we can all put in in a 
couple of entries and make this 125th Anniversary show, a Show to remember!

The Decorated Wheelbarrow Class in 2019
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Significant Gifts
Jeremy Barnes

In 2018, Drs Alonso, OBrien and Kok of the Liverpool Business School completed 
a survey of contemporary beekeeping in the UK.  What is striking when reading the 
contributors’ comments that supplement the data, in particular those that accompany 
the first section, Main Reasons for Becoming Involved in Beekeeping, is how many 
of those reasons were accidental, including the influence of a relative, a vacancy 
when a beekeeper moved away from a school, an unexpected invitation to attend a 
beekeeping class with a friend, the gift of a flow hive, or a swarm appearing in the 
garden. 

In this season of gifts, both given and received, it is appropriate to consider 
the bounty we receive from the bees. The ultimate largesse is to have been 
chosen by the bees, a process described quite beautifully by Heidi Herman in the 
2018 Beekeepers Annual:  Should a time come when they call you, I fancy that you 
will heed them and invite them into your life.  They might arrive as a swarm since 
they are very capable of divining your soul’s inclinations, and they might change your 
life and you will never look back and will dwell in the joy of it.  I’d say it is probable, 
and wish it greatly for you. 

Bee people are significantly more numerous than beekeepers, and by that, I 
mean those who are aware of the presence and significance of honey bees without 
feeling the need to manage them directly.  History suggests such people were more 
numerous when agriculture was dominant and bees were sacred, offering a spiritual 
connection to nature, if not the cosmos.  This was most evident in the late Middle 
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Ages, when boles were built into the foundations of most monasteries to hold skeps; 
the monks lovingly tended to the occupants, and besides the products of the hive, 
and because there was no knowledge of how they reproduced, bees were symbolic 
of a mystifying virgin birth. As one Catholic site explains: Since virginity is a virtue we 
find exemplified to its highest capacity in Our Lady, the bee quite naturally becomes 
one of Her symbols.

With the Age of Reason, spirits were banished from nature as we supposedly took 
dominion over the earth, to the extent that even honey bees fell victim to the laws 
of industry and the production line. At 1:30 pm on September 21, the climate clock 
unveiled by artists Gan Golan and Andrew Boyd warned that there were 7 years, 
101 days, 17 hours, 29 minutes and 22 seconds until Earth’s carbon budget is 
depleted, based on current emission rates. A total depletion will engender even 
more flooding, more wildfires, worsening famine and extensive human displacement, 
according to the artists.  In October, a number of scientific organisations added to the 
predictions of Sir David Attenborough that it is now too late to stop climate change; 
we can only hope to mitigate the damage.   

In this time of great diminishing, I hope that the bees will not give up on us in the 
way that we gave up on them. 

Whether you yourself were chosen by the bees or got involved with them 
deliberately, there are two significant gifts we can share with the increasing number 
of bee people.  In this age of rapid environmental degradation that threatens an 
entire planet, and in the words of the 16th Century French cleric, St Francis de Sales, 
the bee collects honey from flowers in such a way as to do the least damage or 
destruction to them, and he(sic) leaves them whole, undamaged and fresh, just as he 
found them.  And in an age of divisiveness and intolerance, the honey bee offers us 
a glimpse into the beauty of interdependence in which communal interests and the 
wellbeing of all are aligned.

Bee colonies are not necessarily utopian societies but they have flourished for at 
least four thousand times longer than have modern humans.  The honey bees are 
our teachers, if we allow them to be so, and in this season of hope and celebration 
my wish is that we re-discover the gifts that come with a healing of the communal 
soul and a reminder of what love means. 

Honey, 10 kg minimum. Must be in tubs.  Please contact Martin or Melanie on  
01548 853502, mobile 07914 00283, or email martindpope@gmail.com

Wanted

Secondhand Langstroth plastic "Apimye" hives. Contact Gerald Humphries on  
01297 625990

Seasonal Experienced Part Time Beekeeper wanted. One day per week from 
mid March through to mid September. A good attitude and ability to work alone.  
Good basic knowledge of bees as well as being gentle with them. Contact 
Peter Hunt, telephone 01647440322, email peter@beesindevon.co.uk
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Diary Dates
Members may attend meetings of any Branch but it’s advisable to telephone the Branch 
Secretary first.  Contact details are: 

East Devon eastdevonbk.co.uk 01404 841629

Exeter exeterbeekeepers.org.uk 01392 832956

Holsworthy holsworthybeekeepers.org.uk 01237 440165

Newton Abbot nabk.org.uk rmountford@fordergardens.co.uk

North Devon northdevonbees.org secretary@northdevonbees.org

Okehampton okehamptonbee.co.uk 01363 82361

Plymouth plymouthbeekeepers.btck.co.uk 01752 338279

Tavistock events.tavistockbeekeepers@gmail.com 07709 977646

Tiverton tivertonbeekeepers.org.uk 01363 860252

Torbay tbbk.co.uk 01803 844804

Totnes & Kingsbridge totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com 01803 866028

February

Tue 2 7:30pm Torbay Liz Westcott Processing Honey via Zoom

Thu 4 7:30pm East Devon Richard Simpson Drone Congregation Areas - A DARG 
Project via Zoom

Wed 17 7:30pm Tavistock Liz Westcott How I came into beekeeping and what has 
happened since via Zoom

Wed 17 7:30pm Tiverton Lynne Ingram Honey Adulteration via Zoom

Wed 17 7:30pm Totnes & 
Kingsbridge

Annette Quartly Talk on Pollination via Zoom

Mon 22 7:00pm Exeter Wally Shaw The Bees know what they are doing but does 
the Beekeeper? via Zoom

March 

Thu 4 7:30pm East Devon Leonardo Guber & Dan Field Pollinator Landscape, a 
Roadside Story? via Zoom

Wed 17 7:30pm Tavistock Lynne Ingram Honey Adulteration via Zoom

Wed 17 7:30pm Tiverton Preparing honey for sale via Zoom

COVID-19 permitting, we will hold our Honey Show during the Devon County Show 
of 2nd - 4th of July 2021.  We would therefore like supplies of honey and other hive 
products to sell on your behalf.  The new dates should mean that those who benefit 
from a rape crop should be able to sell a substantial amount of their yield.  

Please see Devon Beekeepers Association website for prices and other information 
about contributing to honey sales.

Devon County Show Honey Sales
Jack Mummery, Honey Sales Co-ordinator
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