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DEVON BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION
Registered Charity No 270675

General Secretary - Barry Neal, Badgers Barn, Withacott, Langtree, Torrington EX38 8NL
01805-601715; 07789-435477; gen.sec.dbka@gmail.com

Minutes of the 2020 Annual General Meeting (AGM) held on 12th December
virtually on Zoom at 10.00 am

It had not been possible to hold a Devon Beekeepers’ Day this year due to the Pandemic; so this is a record of
the AGM held, examination results, and additional comments and presentations made. The AGM was held in
accordance with Enclosure 4 to the DBKA Governing Document - Provisions for the Holding of AGMs in the

Event of Natural and/or Unavoidable Circumstances

1. Opening by the Chairman & President - the Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting,
and went on to say “I am delighted that so many of you have made the effort this year to attend the
AGM. I think we can all agree that it has been a very challenging year for everyone, but I have
been impressed that so many of you have embraced new technologies so that we can keep in touch,
today being an example of this. It is also heartening to know how much support there is out there
for our fellow beekeepers, and members have gone the extra mile to ensure that vulnerable
members and their bees have been cared for throughout the county.”
“It is also good to know that all but one branch has been able to run their branch AGMs by Zoom and
that the process of governance will continue robustly into this coming year. I am sure the
remaining branch will be able to hold their face to face AGM meeting once members have been
vaccinated, hopefully in the near future and then we can all get back to normal. Thanks must go
to all our branch officers and committees for all the hard work and time they continue to give to
DBKA. We know that you do not always receive the appreciation you deserve, and sometimes are
the first to be criticised when things go wrong, but your continued efforts are valued.”
“Thanks must also be given to our President, Tony Lindsell and past-President Chris Smith, both of
whom continue to support DBKA. I’d also like to thank branch delegates who attend our Executive
meetings and feed back valuable information and opinions from the branches. As you know, we
were not able to take part in the Devon County Show this year, but despite that, Liz Westcott and
her teammanaged a brilliant virtual show which was immensely popular - well done Liz. Let’s hope
we will be back in the Bees and Honey Marquee next year.”
“I’d also like to thank members from the East Devon Branch who spent considerable time making
preparations for what should have been the Devon Beekeepers’ Day today. Sadly, that too had to
be cancelled due to Covid, but the effort the team put in was considerable - so many thanks. The
eR2 system and our Devon website is managed by Mike Ticehurst who has recently taken on an
apprentice, Paul Greening. This takes a considerable time and effort to keep up to date - so many
thanks Mike and Paul for your continuing support.”
“Can I also thank Alan Binge the DBKA Treasurer who makes light work of co-ordinating all eleven
branches accounts and publishing them in a form that is easy to understand. Thanks must also go
to Lilah Killock who publishes the Beekeeping magazine and cajoles contributors in the nicest
possible way to submit their articles in time. I know it is sometimes like herding cats Lilah, so
thank you for your patience. Thanks must go to Kathy Lovegrove for chairing the Education Sub-
Committee, to Tim Allen for collating examination results, and to Keith Bone our Gift Aid Treasurer.”
“I would like to give a special thank you to Barry & Ruth Neal who will shortly be leaving Devon to
live closer to their grandchildren. Ruth, currently our Vice-Chairman, as you will know until a
couple of years ago has been the organiser of the Bees & Honey Marquee at the Devon County Show
for many years, and Barry has been the General Secretary of DBKA also for many years. This pair
have made a huge contribution to Devon Beekeepers and we are going to miss them terribly when
they move away. Barry has agreed to continue in the General Secretary role for up to one more
year until a replacement can be found. Ideally, we need someone to come forth now so that they
can learn the ropes before he hangs up his hat, so please give that a thought - DBKA needs YOU!”
Everyone in DBKA who contributes to the running of our organisation does so on a voluntary basis
and it is heartening to have so much support around us, especially in these difficult times. There
is now light at the end of the tunnel and by this time next year I hope that we will all have been
vaccinated and will be able to interact with each other like we did in the past. Continue to be
vigilant everyone and keep safe, and I hope you all have a very Happy Christmas and have
successful beekeeping in 2021.”
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The President endorsed the Chairman’s comments and went on to say that it that it hardly seems
12 months could have passed since a very cold Devon Beekeepers’ Day at Quince Honey Farm in
2019. He also thanked East Devon Branch members for their efforts in planning for today - which,
sadly, came to nothing!
He went on to say that 2020 had seen the sad departure of a number of notable colleagues who had
given much to DBKA: East Devon - David Lench, Evelyn Pelham, and Verbena Evans; Exeter -
Melvyn Boote; Holsworthy - Ray Willis; Newton Abbot - Paul Rainbow; Totnes & Kingsbridge - John
Flint; and Tiverton Branch - Nick Morse. He also included a friend of his, Rivers Barry, who only 18
months ago made such a significant and generous donation to the DBKA for its work on the Asian
Hornet. The President then asked delegates to observe a moment’s silence to remember all
colleagues in Devon who were no longer with us.
2. Attendance & Apologies for Absence - 64 members had signed up for the AGM, but only 43
attended. All but 2 of those attending were Registered, Partner, and Honorary Registered or
Partner members. Apologies for absence had been received from 34 members.
3. Approval of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 14th December 2019 - with
a date amendment in the heading, the minutes were accepted as a true record and would be signed
by the Chairman in due course. Proposer Ruth Neal, seconder Alan Binge; 38 votes for, 5
abstentions.
4. General Secretary’s Report on behalf of the Executive Council - a copy of the report had
been circulated prior to the meeting on the DBKA website and the report had been shown on-screen
at the meeting. The Gen Sec commented that the report was much shorter than usual due to the
restrictions that had been placed on the Association as a result of the pandemic. The use of the
EPICollect database for AH work would be added to the report, and an amendment made to the
BeeCraft shareholders names.
5. Statement of Accounts from the Treasurer & Presentation of FY20/21 Budget - a copy
of the report and the accounts for the financial year ending 30th September 2020 were displayed at
the meeting. The Treasurer briefed delegates on major points; there were no questions asked or
comments made.
6. DBKA Subscription Rates for 2021/2022; the element beyond DBKA control only to be
approved. The approval of these rates was necessary should the increase in BBKA capitation rates
for Registered and Partner members be approved at the BBKA ADM in January 2021. Glyn Davies
wondered how would the ADM delegates vote on this, and urged delegates to consider other
organisations’ subscriptions as those for BBKA represented extremely good value for money for the
services on offer. Another suggestion was made that Branches could consider supporting any
members who might find themselves in financial difficulties due to any increases, and due to the
Pandemic. Proposition agreed; proposer Glyn Davies, seconder, Mike Ticehurst; 32 votes for, 2
against, 8 abstentions.

Registered Partner Associate Junior Social

Element within DBKA control (£)
DBKA 4.00 2.00 2.00 1.00 1.00

Beekeeping 9.50 0 9.50 6.50 0

Branch 2.50 2.50 2.50 0 3.50

Sub-total 16.00 4.50 14.00 7.50 4.50

Element beyond DBKA control (£)
BBKA 21.00 (19.00) 13.50 (12.50) 0 9.50 0

BDI 2.00 0 0 0 0

Sub-total 23.00 (21.00) 13.50 (12.50) 0 9.50 0

Total 39.00 (37.00) 18.00 (17.00) 14.00 17.00 4.50

7. Election of DBKA Officers - under the present circumstances it was agreed to elect officers
en-bloc with the exception of the President & Chairman. President, 41 for, one abstention;
Chairman, unanimous; remaining Officers, 40 for, 2 abstentions.
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Office Holder
2018/2019

Proposed Holder
for 2019/2020 Proposer Seconder

President Tony Lindsell Tony Lindsell Mike Ticehurst Mave Dowling

Chairman Viv Thorn Viv Thorn Chris Smith Alan Binge

Vice Chairman Ruth Neal Martin Pope

Deborah Southon Ruth Neal

General Secretary Barry Neal Barry Neal

Treasurer Alan Binge Alan Binge

Gift Aid Treasurer Keith Bone Keith Bone

Editor Beekeeping Lilah Killock Lilah Killock

Education Officer vacant vacant

Show Chairman &
Secretary Liz Westcott Liz Westcott

Webmaster Mike Ticehurst Mike Ticehurst

8. DBKA Honorary Membership - the Chairman mentioned that this award was designed to
celebrate the work of individuals over many years. The nomination had been approved by the EC
and was for Mike Ticehurst of Torbay Branch. The Chairman read out the citation, and the
nomination was approved unanimously; proposer Lilah Killock, seconder Jean French. The Gen
Sec would forward the signed certificate in due course.
Additional Business

DBKA Exam Results - the BBKA examinations had not taken place as usual this year, and no basic
assessments had been done. The results below were for examinations held in November 2019.
Matthew Retter, Okehampton Module 1 Credit
Karen Alexander, Tavistock Module 1 Credit
Susanne Allen, Tavistock Module 1 Distinction
Martin Pope, Totnes & Kingsbridge Modules 1&2 Pass

Downing Memorial Bowl - this award is made to the DBKA member who is considered to have
contributed most to the Association in recent years. Mike Ticehurst, the previous winner, read out
the citation for Jean French of Plymouth Branch. The Bowl would be presented as soon as
circumstances allow, and the Gen Sec would forward the signed certificate in due course.

Lecture - delegates were then able to listen to a presentation by Lynne Ingram on Honey
Adulteration. The presentation was very well received and a vigorous discussion followed.

Viv Thorn
Chairman

11th December 2021


